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CHAP. V, 

"> THE warder’s tale. 

Is'r Heaven’s anger? 

^ idi ])euitence and sacrifice appease it; 
^iyoud this^ there is nothing tliai ] can 
IiLagine dreadful. 

Massikger^s Unnatural Combat. 


In tlie reign of our good king and 
father, Canutson the Great, of blessed 
memory, the Counts of Mdmer were 
esteemed thg^^-ichest and asost valiant 
of the knights who sustained the power 
and might of Sweden’s crown j and yet . 
guarded wfth a jealous and watchful eyre 
VOL. rr. B the 
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the freedom and hs^pincss ^ Sweden’s 
pe(^le. At J;his time, c\int Sigis- 
mirhd Morner was the only remaining 
male descendant of this illustrious 
house. His* picture, which hangs in 
the long gallery of tins castle, repre- 
sents him equipped for a lournaipent, 
in the complete armour of a knight. 

If his portrait resembled hin^he must 
have been one of the handsomest ca- 
valiers of bi^time. His eye is liill of 
fire and command, his port valiant, iin- • 
posing, and m^estic. I have often 
stopped fftr hours in the gallery to 
contemplate this portraifl When the 
sun’s rich 'light would "Stream on it 
from the lofty casements, ftiethought 
the eye would seem to kindle, a' i 
flash fire upon me, — the eye-brows 
would knit together and figwn darkly, 
and the lips curl with contempt : that 
look of Sigismund, it has frozen my 
blood . . . tSigismund ! your beauty re- 
sembled 
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semblcd tl,>at tall and graceful tree, 
which lilts its gaudy bfossoms to the 
caster^ sun, bathes them in heaven’s 
own dew, and yet distils a poisonous 
exhalation on all that seek its shelter ! 
In good sooth, Ihe vices and horrid 
prope'tisities of^his heart sullied tlie 
charms of his person. His mind was 
dark, vindictive, and cruel. He dis- 
regarded a«d trampled on the laws of 
his country, and . . . (I*t» emble while 

* I relate it)... he despised the solemn 
ordinances of God, and mo^cked the 
rites and mysteries of our holy reli- 
gion ! Yes, when I look upon that 
picture, I think I behold Satan clad in 
the plumage and celestial armour of 
the angel Gabriel! — The hours of night 
which yet remain to us would not suf- 
dee to enumerate the dark catalogue 
of his crimes. He was rich and pow- 

«*erful. From the loftiest tower of Rid- 

» 0 

darholmen, all that the eye surveyed 
. B 2 , were 
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were his possessions ; — bu^ riches in 
Ins hands he <^onsidercd out as the 
means to destroy, and not bless 
mankind. The vassals on his estates 
he governed* with a rod of iron. Their 
rents and ferx'ices were rigidly ex- 
acted, and their wives ^and daughters 
were often violated by Sigisraund, or 
by his companions, who were wild, 
dissolute, and brutal like hii^self. He 
trespassed ' 0.^00 on the sanctuary 
which is under the protection of the 
Virgin ; many of the nuns of the 
neighbouring j^bbey of St. Bridget 
were seduced by Sigismuud, and they 
paid with tlieir lives the forfeit of' their 
crimes ; while he, the master temjiter, 
was reserved, to exhibit his guilty 
course to the world, and to reform it by 
his greater and more terrible example. 
In consequence of these excesses, he 
be#amethe terror of, the surrounding 
country, and the curse of Bis irn'me.. 

diate 
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(liate dependants. His^iefa and^beau- 
tifiil possessions soon became a desert, 
and Vs vassals, exasperated at his 
cruelty, emigrated to remote and dis- 
tant shores- 

Sigisinund an^ his comjianions went 
out one morning early to hunt the 
bear : the course of the chase brought 
them near the castle o^ Baron Loven- 
hielm^ whifch was situated only a feu 
miles from Riddarholmeij. The bear, 
who was w^ounded, ran roaring through 
a wood, the horsemen and ^dogs ' pur- 
suing it wit^ loud cries. In a few 
minutes they heard plainly the shrieks 
of a female. Sigismund, who was at 
the head of the train, rode up to the 
spot from whence the cry p^’oceeded, 
and found a lady whose^arments were 
stained with blood, lying’ in a green 
alley of the forest. The steed which 
she l^ad been riding was flying away 
with i^mazing swiftness, and .the 
■ . B 3 . wounded 
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iruui;ded bear was making its escape 
in the oppositi^ direction. Sigismund 
raised her up, and wiped an/y the 
blood which proceeded from a slight 
contusion in the forehead. The lady, 
who was pow recovered from her 
fright, tliankcd him fqr his courtesy, 
and informed him that her steed being 
Irightened by the roaring of a wounded 
bear, which had suddenly crossed him 
iu the fore8U<had started and thrown 
her, but that she now felt herself well 
enough to.proceed to the Castle of Lo- 
venhielm, whither ' she requested Si* 
gismund to accompany her. Sigis- 
mund felt convinced that she was the 
beautiful Arvedina, the only daughter 
of Baron Lovenhiclm. He accepted 
her invitation with alacrity, and wdiile 
his companions continued the sport, 
he-gftitly lifted Arvedina on his steed, 
Efid led him by the bridle to the pprtal • 
> of the castle. The Baron, who was old 

and 
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and infilrm* was laid upi with a severe 
lit of illness. His greajfeasy chair had 
been polled over to the window, irom 
whence he enjoyed the beattty of the 
prospect. He had been ‘exceedingly 
alarmed when he beheld ^he steed of 
Arvedina flying by the window with- 
out its rider, - and he had dispatched 
his vassals in every direction to seek 
her $ Jl}ut he became more alarmed on 
beholding his daughter* pn horseback, 
led by a strange knight, when he dis- 
covered that knight was ^gismund. 
The fame Arvedina's beauty had 
fllled the land, and the marvellous ac- 
count he had heard of her charms had 
long inspired Sigismund with the de- 
sirie of beholding lier. But all iiie 
overtures lie had m.id^ to ‘form an in- 
timacy betw’een the families, had been 
treated with the greatest disdain by 
the, good Baron Lovenhieltn. The 
character of Sigismund W'as well known 
B 4 . to 



to tlie Baron, and every day some 
fresh outrage peached his cars, which 
inspired him with still greaterj horror 
for so unprincipled a man. The cu- 
riosity which Sigismimd had felt to 

behold Arvcdina wds now gratified, 

< •• 

and he felt that the account he had 

« 

heard of her charms had not been ex- 
aggerated. Hie emotion he experi- 
enced at the sight of Arvedina’s |>eaiity 
he did not attempt to conceal; and 
he even persuaded himself that this 
sensc^ioa was love. Alas ! tlie heart 
of Sigismund was too brutalized, 
to receive the pure impression of so 
noble a passion! The figure of Si- 
gismund was calculated to make a 
powerful impression on the female 
heart. Arvedina did not behold the 
n^^ figure and graceful action of 
Sjmsmund, as he curbed the impati- 
TOce of his steed, and led him gently 
towards the castle, with indifierence ; 

» ahd 
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and when he announced to her his 
name and rank, she intseated him with 
earnesjtness to accept her invitation, 
and enter the castle of Lovenhielm; 
Sigismund was too much enamoured 
to neglect this •opportunity, and the 
horror of the^ Baron was complete, 
when Arvedina entered his apartmfent, 
leading the Knight in ‘her hand, and 
presented Count Sigismund Morner, 
as the preserver of her, life. After he 
had thanked Sigismund lor the service 
he performed, the Baron regretted in 
cold terms, that lys state oftheaUh was 
too infirm to 'allow him,jtD perform the 
rites of hospitality towards him. Si-' 
gismund was not disposed to take this 
hint in its literal acceptation,- and he 
even announced his intention of spend- 
ing the evening in the castle of Lo- 
venhielra. The Baron was forced to 
acquiesce. In the mean time, Sigis- 
mund employed himself in gaining the 
B 5 affections 
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afi^tions of ^rvedfna. So great was 
bis power of fijpductioii, and such tjie 
waywardness olP her destiny, t|»at he 
gained a complete ascendency over 
her mind. < Three days and three 
nights had passed, and Sigismund was 
still an unbidden guest in the castle 
of Lovenliielm. The rage of the Baron 
at this proti:aGted stay exceeded all 
bounds} but Sigismund was not one 
whom it was easy to repulse. 

The BarooC who saw through the 
designs of Sigismund, locked up his 
daughter in a remote part of the castle, 
and epunterfeiting a seveter fit of ill* 
ness, his apartment became inacces- 
sible to Sigismund. Arvedina had a 
favourite attendant, called Ulrica Gar- 
d^rnin. Sigismund concerted with this 
gkl a plan, by which he might gain 
apcei|||^ her mistcew, as soon as she 
i|||ltet at ld}ei;ty, and he immediately 
^ cattle of Uovmtbiflnay* haeath- 

ing 
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nothing but vengeapoe against the 
old Baron. ^ 

When the Baron whs told that SK- 
gismund had quitted the castle* he 
ordered his daughter to. be releaaed* 
and brought beibre him. He repre- 
sented to Arvedina* in tiie strongeet 
terms, the consequences of her ac- 
cepting the addresses of Sagismuad- 
He painted his character in the bladt- 
est colours : it is true he did not dwell 
on particulars } for sudh was the cha- 
racter of Sigismund’s exploits, as might 

not be told to a fomaite elurr Arvedina 
« 

had the presumption to resist this pa- 
ternal admonition of the good l^aronu 
It is probable, if She indeed credited 
any part of this account, that she was 
vain enough to imagine her (dKawne 
possessed the power of rectaikiit%! lihe 
dissipated and prodigate heart a£ 
gismundi. A Ihtal experiment I •'tfeo 
^[itt^ihg to die yanky of the sez/not 
B 6 to 
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to be often attetnpted } but alas 1 Ar- 
vedina was too unsuccessful, not to 

I 

hold out a frightful example to future 
ages. Sigismund, through the agency 
of Ulrica, saw Arvedina every evening 
at night-fall, in a little grove at some 
d^tance from the castle. These meet- 
ings were reported to the Baron by a 
faithful domestic. On this discovery, 
he confined Arvedina, a second time, 
to her apartment, and Ulrica was sen- 
tenced to share her mistress’s prison. 
Sigismund prepar ed to rescue bis mis- 
tress and gratify lus revenge. At the 
dawning of day, he repaired tothe 
castle of Lovenhielm, in the disguise 
of a peasant. He threw a ladder of 
ropes on the iron bars which sur* 
rounded the casement of Arvedina’s 
prison, and thriist in a billet; de- 
sce|||Plr the ladder swiftly, carried it 
Vr||Uiim, and immediately disappeared 
day passed aw^y in silence, b'Qt 

ahen 
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when the darkness of ^ight covered 
the castle with obscurity— a cry of 
Fire !” was heard, llie flames bfirst 
forth in four different places .... and 
soon the castle, its towers, ramparts, 
and pavilions, became one sheet of 
fire. Sigisinund was at hafid, and witJh 
a troop of chosen compaidons he sur- 
rounded the castle. Ho advanced to 
the tower where his mistress was con- 
fined, and having broke open the 
doors, he rescued ArvedJha and Ulrica. 
When Aiwedina beheld the flames 
raging so furiously, she besought SV 
gismund to save the life of her father ; 
but the Are continued its devouring 
progress, ‘and assistance was feebly 
given. The old Baron and most of his 
domestics perished miserably in the 
flames. > 

The reports of this unhappy catas- 
trophe were soon spread over the 
country.* The incendiary was even 

openly 
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openly bijitef^ at ; and the eye of 
scorn and the finger of reproach 
marked the guilty Sigismund. These 
rumours even reached Sweden’s mo- 
narch ; but the troubles of our un- 
happy country at that period, the great 
power and influence of the Counts of 
Morner in those days, and finally, the 
^flSculty of procuring legal evidence 
of the crime, prevented any enquiry, 
and for this time justice was defrauded 
of her well merited victim. Sigismund 

conducted Arvedina and Ulrica to this 
* 

csstle, and in a short time the heiress 
of the house of Lovenhielm became 
wife. For a short time Sigisinund 
conducted himself with propriety. Ar- 
vedina bore him a son, who was named 
Harold, ami it might be expected, that 
this new tie wpuld effectually reclaim 
him from his abandoned courses. But 
^psmund’s star, which had risen under 
an evil aspect, wa8< doomed td proceed 
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ia the same fatal circle/ and was scon 
about to set in blood ! ,• 

Sigismund, with all the natural in> 
constancy of his disposition, had be- 
come smitten with the* charms of 
Ulrica, the former attendant of Ar- 
vedina, who had accompanied her to 
Riddarholraen, and shared her con- 
fidence. He bad ende&votired to win 


her tq his purpose by the edier of large 
sums of‘ money and m^jgnHicent pre- 
sents; but the virtue of Ulrica was 
impregnable. Heated with^wine, and 
just reeking from .the banquet, he wa^ 
passing one evening through an apart- 
ment in the northern tower, when be 
perceived Ulrica quitting the room on 
his approach. She ran, but he was 
swifter, and thrice loqking the door, 
he turned with a look of savage 
triumph on his victim, and gave her 


to understand, that as all Other means 
had failed, he might yet b^i|g^ted 
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to force for Ciis victory. Her situa- 
tion was certainly distressing in the 
extreme. To parley was useless. How 
could she expect humanity from the 
savage lion in his den? The doors 
were locked. Her "voice could not 
penetrate the thickness of the castle 
walls. There was a window open, for 
she had bemi ’Catering some roses and 
hyacinth! which stood on the,. stone 
before the c^seiftent. But the room 
w'as two lofty stories high. Ulrica 
still ran, shrieking for assistance, and 
Still Sigismund pursued. She feared 
his savage strength, and made use of 
her last resource. She darted to the 
window, and with amazing resolution 
sprung through the casement ! Sigis- 
mund was too late to prevent her. 
«t'«re killed her,” he exclaimed, 
A^en he heard the shock of her body 
doming against the earth. Arvedina 
^heard the nc^e which this accident 

occasioned, 
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occasioned, and before Ishe could ob- 
tain an answer to her ijiquines, Uklca 
was carried to her apartment, iti strong 
convulsions. Medical aid was admi- 
nistered, and, in a few days, she was 
I’ecovered from'the effects of her fall ; 
but she was quite laipe, and she car- 
ried about her for the rest of her days, 
the lasting tokens of Sigi4ip1and’s cru- 
elty,^ and the perpetual taemorial of 
her own virtue. . 

When Arvedina heard from the lips 
of Ulrica tlie trutli of , what passed, she 
settled a small pension on her, and 
removed her to a little farm on the 
confines of Sigismund’s estate. The 
keen>tf eproaches which this affair drew 
from Arvedina were expected as mat- 
ters of course by Sigisinund, and dis- 
regarded by him with the coolest in- 
difference. The domestic happiness 
of Arvedina was now completely de- 
stroyed*, and she sought to pass the 

remainder 
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renuunder of) her days in total sok 
elusion from the worlds Tlie educa- 
tion of her son, the distribution of her 
charitable benefactions, and religious 
meditation, became her chief employ- 
ments. However, she did not totally 
give up all hope^ of Sigismund. “ The 
“ soul,’* she would exclaim, “ is not 
“ irretrievably ’ lost, as long as time 
« jsemains sufficient for repentance, or 
“ for the performance of one virtuous 
action.” On this account Arvedina 
detpri^ined to pass every seventh day 
in the society of Sigismund and his 
dissolute companions. Her presence 
notified the place; and before her 
ihe obscene jester and the Uhisphemer 
KHi his God were dumb. 

Alas ! no dawnings of virtue were 
peraafttible in the breast of Sigismund; 
and for ninetees years did this pious 
labour in this manner to re- 
daifii him! The constitution of Ar- 
vedina 
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vcdina was now conipfetely broken, 
and eveiy moment her spirit seerned 
about to wing its flight to the man- 
sions of the bleised. It was on the 
29th of October that th*e Lady Ar- 
vedina appeared for the kst time in 
the banqueting-room, of the castle. 
She moved on in silence, with a ma- 
jestic step, to her usual seat at the 
feast} her lovely it is said, was 
more than usually pale^and her eye, 
iuU of grief, fixed a look of deep in- 
terest on the scowling and grief-har» 
dened visage of Sigismund. 

« Hark !’* cried Adolphus. A horn 
was now ^ heard sounding without tho 
castle'^wafis. 

“ Is it so near midnight?” cried 
Olaus ; and ^escntly the clock of the 
caidJe, in deep and lengthened tenes^ 
struck twelve. Olaus now took down 
the.’horn which hung over the hearth ; 
be opened the casement, and blew a 

blast 
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blast, so loud^ and shrill, that the fo- 
rest and distant hills rung again with 
ocnoes. 

I must a^ay for a time,” said 
Olaus, “ but sTt by the hearth, and 
trim the fire clieerilv : I shall be here 
anon.” 

Olaus snatched up the lamp, and 
throwing a wolf’s skin over him, fie 
descended the stMrcase of the toret. 
Shortly after '^iSfdolph us heard a door 
clap to with great violence j he started, 
and unpleasant sensations immediately 
crossed his mind. He was left alone, at 
the hour of midnight, in a ruin, which, 
for aught he knew, might be||ie haunt 
of banditti. He had no afltns to de- 
fend himself with — he might be over- 
powCTra before , the return of Olaus, 
or. . .Orlaus might be acting in concert 
them. — Wais if to lull suspicion 
b^oeguiled the tedious hours with, his 
atory? Adolphus instantly seized a 

flaming 
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flaming brand from the /fire, and de- 
scended the staircase. The outside 
door of the turret was locked and 
bolted, “ I am then a prisoner 1” ex- 
claimed Adolphus. He* afterwards 
examined the room in which tliey had 
been sitting, and the adjoining bed- 
chamber of Olaus, but he could dis- 
cover- no. outlet.. He approached the 
casement ; the storm still continued to 
rage ; tliere was no modn visible, but 
on the white snow it wifs easy to dis- 
cover an object. Amid the clouds of 
sleet, which blew violently, Adtflphus 
perceived obscure forms passing along 
the distant battlements which rose 
above the*. moat : shadows he would 
have believed them, so softly did they 
move, .until he heard the clang of 
arms ; and then suddenly tliey va- 
nished. ! A mqnjept after he saw ftire^ 
dark figures on ftie white snow, im- 
mediately' under the turret : they , 

seemed 
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seemed in eEiTiest conversation ; and 
tbaii.he was tjje subject of it he felt 
convinced, from their feequently point- 
ing with animated gestures to the 
apartment of the turret in which he 
was. And now a light beamed on the 
countenances of one of them, while 
the re^ stood in dark shadow. Tis 
from the hmthorn of CHaius,*' cried 
Addphus } but with this man*s fece, 
which was marked with a savage but 
unmeaning cj^Laracter, be was totally 
unacquainted. 

When tiie clock chimed the three- 
quarters, Olaus returned, apparently 
in some agitation. Adolphus endea- 
voured to draw from him* some in- 
timtdion of the visitors, whom it ap- 
peared he expected at that late hour 
• but Olaus giving Adolphus 
aa|p^ive answer, a|q>reached tho lire, 
Ikfid proceeded immediately to con- 
i^^inue the foregoing narration. 


At 
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At the conclusion of tile banquet^ a 
message was brought ^i:o Sigismund* 
from tlic widow of one of his vassals 
who demanded an audimice. He de> 
sired tlie person to be shewn into an 
adjoining apartment, whither Sigis* 
mund immediately went 'to receive 
her. Sire was beautiful, although in 
years, and the peculiar moumiiig garb 
which she wore i^ewed that she had 
but very lately lost her busband. She 
fell on her knees before the lofty Si- 
gismund, and the soft tones of her 

voice sti'uck on his heart. . It was 

• 

Ulrica! that Ulrica Gardemin, whom 
nineteen years before* when she was 
in the full*bloom of her youth, Sigis> 
mund had endeavoured to seduce. For 
nineteen long years Sigismund had 
never thought of Ulrica j a constant 
succession of mistresses had driven her 
completely from his recoUeotion. Ul* 
rica Cad 'forgotten too the man who 

had 
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had attemptek to seduce her inno- 
cence ; but sho.had not forgotten that 
Sigismund was her liege lord, and as 
her chief paramount she respected' his 
power. Shd sued for justice at the 
feet of Sigismund. On the death of 
her husband, her two sons, who 
were both under age, were eternally 
quarrelling for the right which each 
asserted over the little patrimony of 
their father. ^ .They were hot-headed, 
spirited youths, and a word, from their 
lord would decide their respective 
shares, an^hig timely admonition might 
reclaim them from their evil ways.— 
Thus sued Ulrica. 

shall be done,” exclaimed Si- 
sdsmund. He commanded the widow 

o 

to remain, Ifthile he ordered her sons 
to be brought before him in another 
apartment in front of the castle. Tliey 
were two fine and lovely striplings, 
but full of the waywardhess and 

elasticity 
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elasticity of miod of ydung men of 
spirit. 

After a considerable delay, Ulrica 
was sent for by Sigismuud. Where 
“ are my children ?” sh<? exclaimed 
when she entered*his apartment, which 
was dark and silent. Sigismund’s 
mind wandei'ed on other subjects— he 
talked of his former passion for Ul- 
rica— of his bitter diappointment— of 
her charms, and of h§r cruelty— of 
his love, and her disdain. The ‘eyes 
of Sigismund flashed fire on her^while 
he spoke— the convulsion bf deadly 
emotion was working across his vi- 
sage — ^his pale lips quivered as . he 
spoke, and the livid tinges of his wild 
and hectic countenance smote the he^t 
of Ulrica witli horror. 

Ulrica’s mind was stiddenly fitted 
with dark fordbodings. “ Where,” 
she exclaimed, with a voice wound up 
to the highest pitch of exertion, “ in 

VOL. II. c pity 
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** pity, CottAt Morner, ah! tell ihiJ, 
“ where are diildi^n ?’* 

Sigismund approached the casement, 
and gave a private signal j “ approach, 
« Ulrica,** 'said he, “ and you shall 
“ see your children.’* 

Ulrica hastened to the window, . . all 
she beheld was a black drapery drawn 
across the t#o pines in front of the 
^ castle. “ My children !**', repeated 
Ulrica, in a y^ce suffocated with an- 
guish. 

“ Let her behold them!” vocifer- 
ated Sigismund. 

'Ihe blaCk doth wa^ instantly drop- 
ped, and the frantic and ho^r-struck 
mother beheld, illuminat^ by pine 
torChe8,^Ae naked and convulsed bo- 
dies of' ‘^r children' hanging on a 
branch of Cach tree, and writhing in 
^ the last agonies of 4ti!angulati6n ! — 
Unhappy indthef 1 hCf agony was the 
shriek of death I— The baJrbarian left 

her 
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her to her suffering, aiid joined his 
friends in the banqueti|)g hall ; but so 
legibly were the dark characters of liis 
cruelty written on his brow, that the 
affectation of mirth and revelry fled at 
his approach. The death-like silence 
which prevailed was soon bVoken by tlie 
arrival of Ulrica, whom the attendants 
could not prevent from rushing into 
the banqueting hall, 

Arvediua immedial^ly recognized 
her, and rose from her scat in terror. 
Ulrica’s dress was stained with the 

blood of her children, whbm she had 

• ♦ 

been embracing in death— her eyes 
rolled wildly, and her hair hung dishe- 
velled. With a strength almost super- 
human, and with the collected energy 
of her scattered faculties, which she 
had wound up to this her fixed pur- 
pose, she ruslmd to the centre of the 
hall, and with an eloquence borrowed 
from lusaven, she related tlie heart- 

c 2 rending 
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rending talelof Sigisraund’s cruelty. 
The attendftRtg were awe-struck, and 
durst not appioach obey the oniers 
of their master, aqd drag lier from his 
presence. > , 

Ulrica now solemnly knelt on the 
- floor, and looking up to Heaven with 
clasped hand^ ^^egodded, “ God, who 
revenges the cause of t|ie childless, 
“ of tlie widow, now insphea me, and 
“ through my/>weak organ, tells the 
“ judgments, to comp. Hear you, Si- 
“ gianund \ — Hearken ye pf the house 
“ of Mot her 1— Listen to theun^tcr- 
“ able decrees qf desl^y. .IJ'he curse 
“ of tli.e^aH-powerfid, of tire ^-migli- 
“ ty one i? now gone for^ against 
“ yxjur bouse 1. for ,ycju Ivwe filled up 
“ the ii||^nj’e of yom*; iniquity ! It 
“ is the . fiat. the Godjof unerring 

‘‘.ju^ice and truth, that your pow 
flourishing , house shall 1^ cuesed 
“ foil: three g^erations ! . I|e who in 

“ time 
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“ time of old hath spokdn and com- 
“ mandcd that the sin&,of the fathei’S 
“ shall be visited on the heads of their 
“ children, now punishes you for your 
“ misdeeds ! — and who shall question 
“ the inscrutable ’ways of the all just 
“ and all powerful God ? ! I”* 

Exhausted by this terrible denun- 
ciation, Ulrica fell extended on the 
floor. The guests had risen, and Si- 
gismimd had fled in di^ay ; but on 
lifting up Ulrica, she spoke not— <-tlie 
spark of life was extinguished for qver ! 
Ulrica was no more!— her Accusing 
spirit had flown to the recording An- 
gel, and etood before the throne of 
God, waiting fl^r judgment . 

Arvedina was carried from the hall 
in convulsions, and in a few days ren- 
dered her soul into the hamls of her 
Creator. 

Sigisinund, who can tell What 

w'cre the feelings of Sigisinund ? for 
c 3 the 
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the few remaining years of his life, hl« 
mind seemed, paralyzed. This castle 
soon became hateful to his despaiiing 
soul! — he joined the armed bands of 
the nobility, who in those days waged 
desperate war against the bishops who 
were in the pay of Denmark. His 
body was shattered to pieces by a can- 
non ball which was discharged from 
an epiapopal palace^ at the moment 
.when he had put himself at the bead 
of the hesi^ng troops, and hai^lssued 
the orders to take it by storm.^ , 

Frof4 this •time the prediction has 
he^a aqconapliahed-'-and the decrees 
of th^ ipighty one are fuimiing ! The 
hlst^ai of the house* of Momer, after 
the ^ith of Sigisipund, exhibits but 
the dark course of misfortunes. 
Harpld, in hi^ early ycaxs, had the ad- 
yantage ofhis mothea^s care and piety, 
du'^ction of his stvfdies } but tlte 
bad exaippleof hi^ iadie^thad a^at 
, influence 
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influence on his youth. He was a 
weak and sickly child^and when he 
grew towards manhood) his constitu- 
tion still retained its delicacy. Un- 
happily, the dreadful and untimely end 
of his parents happened at that time, 
when the habits of the mind are sel- 
dom fl>rmed ; and a'fslnd Hke his, desr 
titute of energy, was completely over- 
thrown by the appaling prospects, 
which a &ttlrity so dark«^reSented to 
his view. He travelled for a number 
of years in the southern pahrts of Eu- 
rope. Frondi the constant succession 
of calamities he endured, lie became 
strongly Ihtctured witii the princi^es 
Of fatalismj and the dodtrine of pre- 
destiimtioii seeffis to ha\re been im- 
bibed by his descendants. He married 
in Poland a lad^ of a noble family, 
and returned i^mrtly aite'r, to spend 
the remainder of his days in thiScaStie. 
He wSs by nature of an harmless dis- 
c 4 ^ position, 
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position, and even strongly inclined to 
piety and go^d works ; but the me- 
lancholy' fate of his parents was ever 
present to his view, and the' curse of 
Ulrica still sounded in his ears. As 
kd atonement to h&ven, he* ordered 
the remains of Ulrica’s sons to be 
taken from theif simple gravt^^lrndbe 
interred them 'magniflcentlj^ in ' the 
chapel of St. Bridget’s' Abbe^y. He 
erected a. nople monument’ ti) the ine- 
mory of the unfortunate ArvOdina, • 
and .by-many pious offices attempted 
to disarm the wrath of the Almighty. 
Bn’f alas! in •vain ; his mind began to 
exhibit rnarks of decay, in coh’sequcnce 
of his sorrow at the death’ of his con- 
sort. 1|His yo'ungesf'son, the present 
Coiiiit wris tlien in the prime of' life ; 
and in the absence of his cider bro- 
ther, (who it was aftierwards reported 
di^ abread), he assumed the manage- __ 
ment df the estates. ' The«day^ of the 

old 
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old Count were sooo closed by the 
progress of .his disea^,. and by tbe 
shock he received in the loss of his 
eldest son* the brave Waidemiir. 

Magnus, the present Count, has not 
been exempt from the misfortunes of 
his fathers; bat it becomes not me 
to dwell qn the melancholy fate of my 
illustrious master. His. marriage witir 
a descendant of a noble French fa- 
mily has, not been blessetl with hap- 
piness. She bore to t^e Count two 
children, a son and a daughtm\ Lovely 
babes ! . in these arms I Kave often 
pressed them, ajiH my heart, would 
throb as I fondlqd At the birth 

of his children, when the father’s heart 
should sing with joy, ftie Count’s me- 
lancholy increased, andhe never could 
endure the sight of them. When the 
eldest was six months dd, it was re- 
ported that it ' died of convulsions ; I 
say itpoited; for strange raniotins were 
c 5 circulated 
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circulated on this subject through the 
Castle. It happened in the fatal month 
of October, 1 shall never forget it. 
It was just such a night as this.—l 
was ascending the spiral idaircase of 
the turret, a part of the roof had given 
way, and l^ie snow had &llen heavily ; 
and there it lay in the form of an in* 
lint's shroud, crossing my way on the 
staircase. My limbs trembled so, I 
corild scarcely crawl to my bed, and 
my fears kCpt me awake aU night 
long. Alas! the morning confirmed 
my apprehensions— the infant had 
been carried off that night by repeated 
fits. The Countess took it mucli to 
heart at first } but, Grange 4x> tell, tlic 
Count recovered his spirits from the 
rnomM^ the infant died. Well! not 
loj^aiter this, my lady lay*in of a 
daughter, and the Count became 
more gloomy than ever. This was 
about eighteen yeats agof^l remem- 
ber 
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his natrative of the sufferings of tlie 
Morner &mily. But there uras, at 
times, an appearance of mystery in 
the manner and expressions of Oiaus, 
wliich carried this conviction to the 
mind of Adolphus, that he had not 
related to him aU that concerned that 
unfortunate family* He felt that he 
had no claim on th^ confidence of 
Olaus for any part of his communica* 
tion,^nd from the repulse which Qlaus 
had given to his curulsity, he relin> 
quished the attempt to gain inff>rma- 
tion on the subject of these* mysteries, 
as quite hopeless. He saw now that 
he should be obliged to act with the 
utmost caution f he resolved that the 
confidence which he placed in the old 
Warder should be tempered with pru- 
dence, and he determined to be on his 
guard against any attempt wliich might 
be made to surprise him. 

01au£^,led Adolphus intQ his own 

bed- 
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bedchamber, which was a small square 
room, wainscoted with oak, which age 
and dirt had nearly blackened. ** In 
“ former times,” said Olaus, ” a small 
“ door of communication was opened 
from this room into the adjoining 
** chambers* in tlie body of the castle, 
” probably in order to save the atten- 
** dants the trouble of going round by 
** the courts in bad weather, when 
they were required to attend *m the 
state apartments.” Olaus touched 
one of the pannels of the wainscot, 
which imfhediately slid back, and left 
an aperture sulhciently large to admit 
one person. Beyond the aperture all 
was dark and still. 


The old Warder stopped to trim his 
lampMS^lIlP) while they waited, Adol- 
pMPffistincly heard the sound of re- 
ijplating footsteps in the chamber tliey 
f were about to enter. Heard you 
that noise, Olaus ?** Olaus trejmbled, 


and 
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Riul iii)peared evidently agitated. “ I 
“ heard nothing,” hc^ replied, “ birt 
“ age has made me ratlier deaf — ^fcar 
“ not, *tis but the coho of out voices, 
'* or the current of stilt air within, 
“ vhich the opening of this door has 
” set in motion. You may sSe it is 
** 80 by the wasting of onr lamp.’* 
The Wardernow advanced -boldly into 
the apai'tnlent, followed by Adolphus, 
who anxiously explored the room, but 
could And no intruder. This was a 
large room, and wainscoted \i£o the 
Warder’s chamber j but tWe remains 
of gilt ornaments on tlie walls, and the 
1 ich furniture, vihiic^ was old and mas- 
.sivc, and’ adoiTi^ with carious speci- 
cimens of the carving of former times, 
shewed that this aparttnent had been 
inhabited by persons of distinction. At 
one end of the room, stood the bed 
which' CHaus had 'alluded- Ixh A ca- 
nopy, wh^h had beea once richly gilt, 

jutted 
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jutted from the wall above it, and two 
thick curtams of rich damask de cend> 
ed fromit, and surrounded the couch. 
The stove, which stood at the side of 
the room, seemed^ from its form and 
elegance, to be a modem structure. 

Itwas a beautiful coktmn of > white 
marble, which* stood insulated from the 
wall, and shot up from the floor to the 
roof. The windows were completely 
nailed up on the outside, so no 
ray of light coidd penetrate them* 

«< 'i^ese magnificent walls have of- 
** ten echoed with the revelry of’many 
** a 'brave and handsome yotSth, the 
•* Uossom <rf his time, who laughed 
** at sorrow, and thought his raven 
*' locks*wo^ never change their hue! 
** Where ate’^diey? Time and eter* 
** iBty coVtes them P* exclaimed’ Adol- 
phus. ' „ . 

« It is truly said,** observed ^Olaus, 
‘‘h'utio truth *<is sad.** *’ • 

« You 
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“ Yon antique mirror,” continued 
Adolphus, “has reflated the image 
“of many a vain smiling fair one. 
“ The heart that throbbed with ]^lea- 
“ sure, the sparkling eye, the eom- 
“ plexion of roses, the heaving bosom, 
“ and the ivory arms, where are they? 
“ gone to thoir small and narrow cell,’* 
“ You are melancholy. Sir Knight.” 
*♦ I have reason to be so,” replied 
Ad^phub ; “ this scene recalls.ta my 
“ mind the visions of'^ast tiqie^'r^the 
“ peaceful days of my yoo^Jd— the 
M greenv vaUies of Lorraiae^ *and tlie 
t* ca*<tle of my fa'thers 1”- . j 

“So young ahd so un&Hrtmihte !” 
sighed Olaqa,'^ ifU'Seat yourself,’* he 
continued, “ in this chair of state, 
“ while I fetdi some, billots to make a 
“ fire in the stove. I> shall n^ed the 
“ lamp forja few moments.” 

Olaats diaa{q>eare4 witht the light, 
and Adolphus, le^ in utter darkness, 

walked 
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walked up and down the extent of the 
apartment burie,d in reflexion. He 
was awakened from his trance by the 
measured sound of a gently ' failing 
foot. Adoljlhus followed the sound 
wkh extended arms, Ibut nothing of 
palpable exislence met his touch. He 
stood in tlie center of the room, when, 
to his utter amazement, an aspiration, 
like the gfentle stirring of the evening 
breeze, stole i^pon his ear, and the 
softly whisper^ sound of “ Adol- 
“ piiU^’ electrified him. 

“ Inciomprehensible !’* exclaimed 
Adolphus, while he smote the air with^ 
bis arms, endeavouring to catch' the 
mysterious intrudeiV Instanfty Olaus 
entered^to the liglit, and Adolphus 
search without meeting 
any elucj (Nation V the mystery. 
Bfe felt too proud to comawmicate tlie 
.suspicions of fear and ti!ea.ch^[y which 
crowded on his mijid, to -4he bhl . 

warder } 
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warder ; but Olaus, who perceived, the 
anxious search which ^Adolphus was 
making through the apaitment, al- 
though he knew not tlie object of it, 
now conjured him in thd most im- 
pressive terms, ndt to enter the suite 
of apartments which lay tJeyoud the 
room' which he had aUotted to hirai 
“ Why,” said Adolphus,* sarcastically, 
(while he threw an inquiring glance 
on Olaus,) “ are you ji|raid I shall 
“ disturb the rest of my next-^or 
“ neighbours?” * 

“Alasi- no,” replied Olaus, ** unless 
we distairb the dead ; the a^oihing 
“ apartnteftts Were those used by the 
“ Lady Ariledina. »"They have always 
“ been held sacred by the inhabitants 
“ of this castle, %ho revered her vir- 
■ tues, which, pure and celestkd' as 
’ they were, coui^ not deprecate Hea- 
“ ven’s wrath, or lessen the herrofs <rf 
' that ^urse which still dver the 

“ house 
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house -of Morner. It is the report 
,« of old tune> and handed down from 
generation to generation, that her 
sainted spirit, in certain tiroes and 
seasons, descending from the bosom 
** of blissj is permitted to wander in 
** those haunts she loved, for the pro- 
tection of sudi of her descendants 
as mjefit tibe fevour of Heaven. 

** Ihen’ is the sword of jus^ce sus- 
“ pended, and the bolt from heaven 
“ msses these guilty towers. Na- 
“ twe ^herself for a time lifts her 
languid head, apd then is this place 
« blessed, and those the ftivoured tew 
** of heaven, are blessed beneath it. 
“ Let us respect, therefore, the dwell- 
" ii^ of those who wander from tlic 
tomb !” 

The pine-logs which CHaus had set 
on fire now blazed cheerfully, He 
laid the lamp on the hearth, and wish-, 
hig Adolphus a good night's repose, 
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he (Hbitppeai'cd through the door of 
communication, Which ^stkntly closed 
after him. The injunctions 6f Olaus 
did not counteract those motiires which 
swayed the mind ,of Adolphus, atod in- 
fluenced his resolves. He.wsired not 
with the dead; he ii^ured not the liv- 
ing; what then had he^to fear?' It 
is true the extraordinary eveiffis of his 
life almost impressed him with a belief 
^ the possibility thatman^aight awfully 
commune with incorporeal e||r<dihe. 
The desolate and di'eary chaihbers 
which surrounded him were inimical 
to the living, and appeared to be a fit 
haunt for ,thc unquiet spirits of the 
departed. The melancholy recital of 
unheard-of woe ; the superstitious and 
mysterious injunctions of Olaus; the 
awful hour itself I all conspired to fill 
his mind with dairk forbodings and su- 
pernatural alatm. Adolphus, however, 
threw from his mind the chilling in. 

flujence 
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fluence of superstitious fear. He took 
the lamp frorf# the hearth, raised it 
above bis head, aud moved it round 
with an exploring eye ; but his own 
revolving shadow all that he dis- 
cerned. ^ curtain bung agafhst the 
wall opposite to the hearth ; it was oi‘ 
figured green 'silk ; and on removing 
it, Adolphus^ beheld the door of com- 
munication, which led to the apart- 
ments of Ai vedina. Tliis door was 
covered with a* large gilt cross, sur- 
roun^d;With scriptme phrases, writ- 
ten in the Latin language ; in the 
corners were cherubims’ heads, and Jti 
the certtre of the cross, the latter part 
of the second commandment was writ- 
ten in large illuminated letters. This is 
thought Adolphus, the pious 
work of the superstitious Count Ha- 
rold, who seems to Itave endeavoured 
to expiate the crimes of his ancestor, 
by the mummery , of priestcraft^ rathe*- 

than 
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than by good deeds and a life of vir- 
tue ! Adolphus endea\^ured in vain 
to force open this door : it Was held 
fast by a spring lock, wlych he no 
sooner touched ' {han the bolts gave 
way. The door bore heavy ^against his 
pressure, like the effort of some one on 
the other side, who resisted his en- 
trance. He now gave his W’hole strengtli 
to the* effort, and the door yielded 
slowly before him ; but off entering the 
apartment it closed«>'to with ^feat 
violence ; and to his infinite laorlifica- 


tion, he discovered • that there was no 
means of opening it but from the 
room Ire h^d quitted. Adolphus felt 
infinitely disconcerted* by this acci- 
dent, as it was impossible for him to 
make C^us hear him through the 
massy walls which separated them ; 
and while he gaa^d round the room in 
• which he stood, his feeble lamp scarce 
flung its b%ams on the undefined ex- 
voL. n. , D • tremities 
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tremities of its dark ouUiiic. It seem- 
ed to Iiim impossible to effect his es- 
cape from this chilling and dreary 
abode ; and the crackling of the pine- 
logs in the Jidjoining chamber, while 
■1118 teeth, were chattering with the 
cold, made him now feel the effects of 
his own rashness, and he deeply la- 
meniied that he had not followed the 
advice of Olaus. On examining this 
room, it strffck him, tliat it w'as the 
stat? bed chamber belonging to this 
suite" of 'apartments. The walls were 
decorated with rich gilding, and or- 
naments of a barbai'ons taste. There 
was a bed which was decked with the 
cumbrous magnificence of former ages : 
but the colour of its furniture had 
faded, and its richly brocaded coverir^ 
had become the food of moths. Some 

f plraits, darkened by age, hung against 
e wails. They were executed in the - 
hard and inlayed manner which distin- 
guished 
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g'uished the works of tiie very early 
masters, and their black and pieagre 
visages seemed to scowl with terrific 
frown on Adolphus, as rapidly ex- 
amining, he passed them with the 
lamp. At the end of the room which 
was opposite to the bed, two stair- 
cases, whose steps were of white mar- 
ble, ascended to a bttle gallery, at no 
very great elevation frQpi the floor. 
Two lofty windows rose above the gal- 
lery : they were ornamented with the 
armorial bearings of the Mdrner fa- 
mily, executed in stained glass, and 
appeared in tolerable preservation. A 
small oratory was situated between 
the casements, the interior of which 
was concealed by a curtain of black 
cloth. On approaching the casements, 
Adolphus found that they commanded 
an extensive prospect: the tremulous 
and uilbertain glimmering of light at 
the farthest verge of the horizon, told 
' nS? ’ , him 


I 
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him that the tlawning of day was not 
far distant. Amid the roaring of' the 
wind, he could hear with distinctness 
the distant thunder of the cataracts, 
and at intervals the melancholy vi- 
brations of the castle bell, which tolled 
as the swelling gust swept by it, and 
rung in the ear like the knell of death i 
With faultering steps Adolphus paced 
the gallery, ,and having trimmed his 
lanc»p, which now but faintly glim- 
mered, he descended the staircase. 
He exafhined the chamber once more 
on every side, and after the most 
anxious search, he could discover no 
way of escaping from this abode of 
horror ! With a sorrowful gait, and a 
countenance pale and wan, he ap- 
proached the cold hearth, and depo- 
sited his lamp upon it, which had now 
^unk in the socket. The dark clouds 
which had^ obscured the disk ^ the 
moon were now scattered, and through 

their 
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lljcir luminous fringes the rays broke, 
and painted the lich aijtl mellow tints 
of the stained glass, and her own lucid 
and silver light, on the dark flooring- 
of the remote end of thfe chamber. 
Towards the bed Adolphus now ap- 
proached, as the only plac& of safety, 
and after recommending himself to the 
protection of heaven, he> muffled him- 
self in his. fur cloak and tlirew himself 

' V' 

upon the. couch. Thoughts of the dark' 
est hue hung heavy -on his heart, and 
shook) repose from his eyelids^ He 
fihrmik within himself, when the storm 
rolled its thunders over him, and he 
almost believed it to be th6 denunci- 
ation of heaven. Spectres, in his 
troubled imagination, appeared to rise 
before him, sad sounds seemed to 
mingle in the war of elements, and he 
started when the shrieking wild owl 
flapped his wing against a casement 
of did chamber. . 

nS 
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'X'o sleep in such a situation was im- 
possible for Ai^plphu^: Jie ia^' witli un- 
elosed eyes, and with a look fixed on 
vacancy, he peopled the inurky cor- 
ners of tini chamber .with a thousand 
liorrors. He persuaded himself, how- 
ever, that it \fas but the wild shapings 
of his own creative fancy which thus 
disturbed him, and. he was making an 
edbrt to disengage his mind from the 
influence of suph ghastly Iwrors, which 
hke an incubus bestrided him, and 
kiid heaviness of despair upon his 
heart, w1ren his attention was tmee 
more flxed on an object which seemed 
to advance from one of the corners 
of the chamber. The light was too 
weak at that moment to,, allow him 
to disown the exact figure of the un- 
kncM^ was, .in doub^ whether 

i^;^s a being of this world, ot a mes- 
^liiisnger of tlie world to come. 
dark and smbre covering ehewhd no* 

thing 
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filing of a human lineament or shape. 
Its gait was solemn, and its motion 
dignified, as it advanced across the 
chamber, Rnd when it strided athwart 
the disk of the moon, and stood on 

t 

the bright ground, eclipsing her light, 
the extent of its form, ^th its length 
of shadow, appeared to bear the port 
of something more than human. It 
contir\ped its course ttcross the cham- 
ber, and while Adolphi^js followed it 
with eager eye, it recalled to his re- 
collection the supernatural b^aning of 
that extraordinary figure which l>ad 
twice presented itself, uncalled, bdbre 
him, and had revealed the secrets of 
futurity. While he yet anxiously 
watched H, it approached the wall,' and 
sudden vanished ! He had scarcely 
acquired his self-possession, and was 
about to 'spring from the bed,- in ordm?- 
to pursue this phantom and discover 
its mt^e of escape, when im attention 

D 4 was 
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was arrested by a noise he heard in 
the little gaUery of the oratory — a 
door open^td, and the twinkling of a 
light appeared, carried by a form which 
advanced along the gallery and en- 
tered the oratory. He hearrl a pierc- 
ing shriek^ and in a ffew moments tlie 
tigiire came from the oratorj’, descend- 
ed the marble staircase, and approach- 
ed that part of the chamber in which 
Adolphus lay He could now plainly 
distinguish that it was a female of a 
very .'dignified appearance, who care' 
Tied in' her hand a watch-lamp. She 
was attired in deep mourning, ahd a 
long black veil descended from her 
bead and swept the ground. Her 
cheeks were pjde and shrivelled— there 
was ho Tuby tint upon her lip^l^ 
eyes'w^ large and glassy, and the 
lustre which had- once beamed from 
their orbits had flown for ever f Her 
'•gait was msyestic and Bk>w,« amd ever 

and 
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and anon, as she walked, she muttered 
the broken and indistinct sounds of 
one who talks to herself. As she ap« 
proached the bed, tliese sounds met bi^ 
ear : “ Retribution ! Retribution 
“ Hark ! the stare are falling ! — the 
“ earth is blazing, and the lirmament 
“ is shrivelled and rolled up before 
“ the consuming fire ! — * This is fire 
“ beneath my foot ; ah ! no, it is 
“ blood ! — It is the day of judgment ! 

• “ Behold! the heavens are openings 
“ and the trumpets of the everlasting 
“ are soundifig before the lamb!— 
“ Awake! awake ! — Morner!— Adok 
“ phusi— Zaremberg !. . . . They sleep! 
“ Hear ye hot the mighty voice?— 
“ Sleep no, more ! — Is there rest? is 
“ there sleep for the accursed 
“ God?” . . ■ 

During these extraordmaiy exclama- 
,tions; Adolphus kept his eye fixed on 
the advrncipg figure., On hearing his ? 

D 5 own 
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owti natne mentioned, the horrible 
thoughts which thrilled through him, 
-]l£iraly2ed his frame, and rendered him 
incapable of addressing himself unto 
this mysterious being. On its approach 
to the bed* Adolphus closed his eyes 
and lay motionless, after recommend- 
ing himself to the protection of Hea- 
ven. The 'dgure drew back the cur- 
tains, and held up the lamp. 

♦* Ah! h** yet sleeps,” exclaimed 
she, ** ckn the guilty lie so still ?-^ 
“ Wie^re is thy dagger ? Has it drank 
** its fill of blood ?— Perfee I there is no 

sleep for me my brain burns ! 

** Look not thus wild upon me— it is 
his ghost ! They have murdered 
” him, — the outcast, the wretched 
** one !— Blood for blood !— Momcr 
awake, they are coming. I behold 
*' the gaming sword of 6od— they 
puieue us to the verge of the eartli 
*' Mericfy! nterev!” 


The 
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The figure quitted the bed and re- 
treated towards- the gallery, mutterii^ 
the same wild exqlamaticms. The 
mind of Adolphus was filled • with ha- 
finite surprise and horror.’, “ It is^*’ 
he exclaimed, “ is the spirit of Ar- 
“ vedina!” He started frdmdhe bed 
and pursued the figure as it rapidfy 
receded. “ Stay, sainted spirit! by 
“ those powers of Heaven which yon 
“ obey, I conjure thee— jWhy are the 
. “ names of Adolphus and Mdmer ©ou- 
** pled in that dreadful denunciation ? 
“ Speak — hear me — it is Adolphus 
“ Jiimself who calls thee, I” 

The; figure turned as it gained the 
landing plade, whither Adol^dius reso- 
lutely pursued it. ‘f Holy cross of 
“ Christ!’* exclaimed she, “it is the 
“• ghost of Mdmer i” Heet as ' the 
wind she passed the gall^. The. door 
fiew open at her touch, imd imtantly 
closed Vhao she entered* Add^hus 
D 6 tried 
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tried in vain to open the door, whiclx 
resisted all -hj^ eftbrts — ^the faint light 
which the moon shed could not enable 
him to discover either lock or spring. 
He retreated a few paces, and then 
with a collected effort, he threw his 
whole weight against it. The door 
was forced from its hinges, and fell 
with a crashf which echoed along the 
winding corridores like distant thun- 
der. The Avay before him w.'^s narrow 
and dark — he groped along the waiis 
for a_^onsiderabIe time, without iinri. 
ing any aperturo. He continued wan- 
dering along the corridore .o long, 
sometimes ascending and descending 
flights of stairs, that he nnagined iie 
must have reached the farthest extre- 
mity of the castle. He passed several 
apart ments, but their doors were too 
s^mly closed to y eld fo his piessure. 
A faint glimmerhig of light now ap- 
peared at the oMi emity of a flight of 

stairs ^ 
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stairs ; and on descending tbem, he 
found himself in wha^ appeared to be 
the great hall of the castle. The moon 
shone dimly through the broken case- 
ments, and he rapidly glided over its 
smooth and shifting mosaic juveraent. 
On turning the corner <of the grand 
staircase, the figure df’ a man darted 
from behind one of tli^ massive pillars 
which supported its fretted roof. Adol- 
withou* tak ing counsel of pru- 
v'.oii ’e, instauth arsued him, although 
desti^^nte of ' eans uf self-defence. 

1 no man descciuu .1 a fligiit of stairs, 
and ..dicr turning through many dark 
ar ; s' inding passages, disappeared in^ 
a uoiltcrl passage, which appeared to 
be. iormed in ilie rery foundations of 
the castle. IhiLher Adolphus cau- 
tio'isiy advanced, although the damp 
end iiDvvholesom. exhalations threaten- 
cd to. impede' further progress. He 
new ojjserved the twinkling of a light 
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iu a cranny of the wall. On approach- 
ing the spot, Ije found it proceeded 
from the chinks in : a large' iron door. 
The whispers of mingled voices reached 
his ear through them, and on looking 
through one of the 'fissures, he beheld 
the interior 'of a spacious vault. In 
the centre of it stood a tfibl{^ lit by 
one solitary lamp ; but i i’.c light was 
so feeble that it did not define the ex- 
tremities of this immense dungeoi’. 
Several dark forms, which appeared 
to the punished Adolphus to be of 
gigantic stature, now and then s' .ilked 
forward and partly emerged from the 
gloom ; but the faint light did not 
tender their faces visible, nOr could 
Adolphus discover aught from which 
he might divine the purpose of this 
strange ‘assembly. The deep silence 
of the place was broken by a voice 
■w^h cried from the roof -of the 
Hearken ! I heat the t 'Chd of 
“ hostile 
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“ hostHe feet.” Suddenly the assem- 
bly rose in a^ger, ^nd with furious 
gestures they approached the door. 
Adolphus instantly quitted his posi- 
tion, and with his utnr/ost speed re- 
treated through the vaulted passage. 
In his haste, he mistook the turning 
leading to the liall, and after ascending 
a flight of many steps* he found him- 
self ill quite a diiferent part of the 
casSie. The hum of distant voices 
gathering behind him, told him that 
lie was still pursued. Desperation 
now urged him on, and tl&'^aint rays 
of the morning guided him. He look- 
ed round him in vain, for some time- 
worn svyord, that might have droppect 
from the grasp of gloves of steel j 
.which adorned the rusty and moulder- 
ing trophies ranged on l>igh, - the me- 
moiials of Rucient , days,}>, but they 
were, at a heig'ht influitely above, his 
rcaclt. He tried to \vi:^pgli iloih its 

place 



6i THE CURSE 

place, a massy iron bar which was one 
of the securities T&f a narrow casement, 
in order to sell his life as dearly as 
possible, in case bis pursuers came 
up with him*5, but it lesisted the ut- 
most efforts of his strength. Still 
continuing to advance^ and still pur- 
sued, he passed through many cham- 
bers, and by passages so intricate, as 
to give him little hope, (in case he 
eluded the pursuit of his enemies), 
of escaping from the protracted agonies 
of faming, and of emerging from this 
dreary oastie, which seemed about to 
become his prison and his tomb ! The 
glittering of a point on the floor, at- 
tracted his eye ; be snatched ii up, and 
discovered that it was a dagger, whose 
blade was enprasted with blood ! He 
placed it eagerly in his .bosom, and 
felt re^^ed at this acquisition, from 
tl^jT^ection that the blood of bis 
ipirsuers would mingle with hi« oWn. 
" AsmaU 
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A small flight of marble coniluct- 
ed him into a long aiid lofty apart- 
ment j the walls were covered with 
portraits of kings and queens of Swe- 
den, and the gijm ancestors of the 
house of Morner, clad in their dou- 
blets or armed id complete steel, frown- 
ed in terrible succession. Adolphus 
j)erceived to his utter dfsmay, that all 
lurthftr flight was barred, all -escape 
was impossible j for the* opposite door 
of this gallery was too firmly closed 
to yield to his attempt, and,:Sthough 
he might ultimately prevail in forcing 
it, yet the time this would occupy 
would end .in his destruction. Nay, - 
even a few minutes longer, and he 
was Titterly lost. Perplexed and dis- 
mayed, he paused for a moment. He 
stood opposite the whole length por- 
trait of Sigismund, which from the 
description given by Olaus, he recog- 
nized iihmcdiately. The fSin^ and 

roseate 
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roseate beai'.'^ .of early morning played 
on the <^nva.s% The clieek of Sigis- 
inund Seemed flushed, and the colour 
of life .mantled on his parted and al- 
most breathing lip; the rising sun 
glowed on his countenance alone j the 
rest of the figure was iti dark shadow. 
The expression of the features sud- 
denly changed, and the portrait as- 
sumed a sterner look ; on the moment 
Adolphus turiied his head, for his ear 
cSiught the sound of distant feet— his 
heart throbbed— his courage mounted 
-ii-lte clenched tire dagger, and ex- 
claimed wildly, “ the decisive mo- 
ment is come 1” A sudden exclama- 
tion from a voice beside him startled 
him j there was not a human being in 
the roomh‘^e looked for the |)ortrait 
of — it was gone ; and in 

ill^'fratfife’ktood a youiig female in an 
i^itude of surprise, opposite the be- 
wildi^rieid and iistonished Adolphus ; 

- wlio 
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who, while he gazed on that lovely 
form, took it for a f eation of the 
clement. “ Heavenly powers,” ex- 
claimed he, “ Surely I am deceiv- 
ed i it is not, it cannot’ be I” A 
sudden shriek from the aperture, the 
well known sound of her-voice, and 
the increasing light which now beam- 
ed on her, convinced him that this was 


no illusion, but his beloved Edda, who 
stood before him ! Ther^ was no time 
for explanation— he briefly stated his 
danger. Edda threw down i^ haste 
a small ladder which was attached. tO 
the back of the picture. Adolphus 
instantly ascended; the ladder was 
drawn up,' and the portrait of Sigis- 
mund descended to its place. 


the same momeat j;the gal- 


as filled with an armed ‘ban^ 


who vented them curses .Idudly at 


their disappointment. Adolphus was 
led his fam conductor along a 


dark 
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dark and narrow passage »hich. 
was formed ^ the very walls of the 
castle. While he pressed with feiidcr- 
ness the hand he held in his, he ki.ssed 
it with silent homage, and proceeded 
to repeat his vows of attachment, and 
offered his thanks for the assistance 
she had afforded him in his miraculous 
escape. “ Hush !” replied Edda in- 
terrupting him, " we are perhaps over- 
“ heard, and^the condition upon which 
I dhall continue to Msist you in 
“ esc^ng from your pursuers is, that 
** you remain silent, at least until we 
** are assured of our safety.” She now 
pointed to a small trap-door >.in the 
passage, which Adolphus raised up ; 
and ^er'they had descended several 
flights of Stone stairs, she appfjtd a 
key ■which" hung at her girdle to a 
,j^all <Sodr> 'which instantly opened 
into an apartment, small but neatly ' 
jfmfnished. ■ > * 

Adolphus 
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Adolphus now pressf'i ±!i.lda to re- 
late to Jiiin by what fatality she liad 
become an inmate of the castle ofRid- 
darholmen ? * . 

“ It is impossible,” exclaimed Edda 
learfully, “ to ej^lain at present tliose 
“ extraordinary events which have led 
“ to our occupation of tljis castle, and 
“ which force me to hold towards you 
“ an ungracious and mysterious «i- 
“ Icncej — in brief -be not alarmed 
“ on my account, Montbazon protects 
“ me here, but I fear that he ljufe hot the 


“ power to protect rou. It is impossible 
“ for you to remain another moment 
“ here in safety; — your pursuers must 
“ now be aware that you escaped by 
•jjijjae secret passage from the gai- 
and if the secret of Sigis- 
“ mund’s porti’ait is known to any. of 
“ them, we are even now too late. 
“ Flys A^lolphus, I conjure you. Nay 
“ then (seeing the hesita^n of Adol- 
phus,) 
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“ plius,) j'j^T value my peace and 
“ your own life, follow me.” 

Adolphus w'as obliged to comply, 
however reluctantly, with the injunc- 
tions of Eiida. “ Let us be quick,” 
cried Edda.; “ ’ere yet the sun has 
“ quite risen you will have time to 
“ quit this part of the castle, and 
through passages where we may fear 
“ no interruption from your pursuers, 
“ you can pass beyond the courts in- 
“ closed by the ramparts.” 

Edda look up a lamp, and opened 
the door of her apaitment, while Adol- 
phus followed her with hurried , steps. 
After traversing many passages they 
descended a circular staircase, at the 
bdttom^oftyhich Edda unbolted ^ lew 
iron^wor. ^^Adolphus took herr.hsnd,' 
—once ihore kissed it, while a tear fell 
OB it. He again pressed her to allow 
him to remain until he had seen Mont- 
bazem , he fientioned the protection 

which 
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which Olaus had afford'*'^ him the 
night before, and adde^ that with his 
assistance he might probably be ca- 
pable of defending himself. 

“ It is in vain,”^ replied Edda, “ to 
“ propose a plan, which, if you value 
“ your safety and your life, can only 
“ end in ruin. But, ’ere we part, re- 
“ collect, never disclose the chance 
“ whicji has conducted you to me. 
“ Farewell ! and may yo:. taste of hap- 

“ piness Who can tell whether 

“ we shall meet again ? but y-jn are 
“ our hopes and fears. Who can fly 
“ from the hand of fate ?” 

“ Wlio can fly from the hand of 
“ fate?” sighed Adolphus to himself, 
as he passed through the little postern 
gateJand found himself chiUed by the 
breath of morning, an^ once more 
standing in the outside court of the 
castle. At a little distance from him 
he beheld Olaus, crof^ng the court 

/ tdwards 
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towaitis liMtet>j!,rret. He started at the 
approach of iv lolphus, as if he beiield 
a ghost. His looks reproached Adol- 
phus; hut they were looks of pity ra- 
ther than of angot) and he exclaimed in 
accents of, sorrpw, • “ rasli young man ! 

“ see the effects of your, imprudence : 

“ thou hast despised the counsels of 
“ an. aged nfan, and hast 
“:grey haks to shame for 
«• thee.” ‘ 

.^dplphus internipted him, and was 
about'^j', rtiaie his fears on the pre- 
ceding evening. ^ “ Hush !” con-F 
tinued Ohms, in anger, “ be silent, 

“ if you can defend yourself only by 
“ calumniating those whose lives are 
“ free fl'om reproach. It war not 
“ Mdthout#i.,a powerful motive 
“ cautioned you not to attempt eit- 
“^loi^ngthe apartments which lie be- 
“ the chamber which I placed 1 
“ Yeij disregarded my cau- 

Iw/' ^ . -“‘‘"P 


broughthis 
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“ tion : a-juvenile curiosity, perhaps a 
“ waywardness of disposition, which 
“ delights in opposing those who oflfer 
“ to prescribe rules to }ou, induced 
“ you to ramble over thes6 interdicted * 
“ apartments. You have brought dis- 
“ grace perhaps on me, and ran tlie 
“ risk of losing ... even your life.” 

The protestations of Adolphus had, 
in some degree, lessened the anger 
which the old warder felt fowards him, 
but still grief clouded his brow. While 
they walked hastily towards the portal, 
Adolphus anxiously demanded to be 
informed of the residence of Count 
Morner, as he expressed an intention 
of immediately seeking V’»n in order 
to comply with the last injunction of 
his father 

After Olaus had informed jbira of 
tlie place he now Resided in, he gave 
a caution to Adolphus to beware hoW 
he approached Riddarholmen again^' 

VOL. IT. E and 
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and ’ere lie closed the portal, he dis- 
missed him in these words: “ the 
“ poor, the sick, and the maimed, 
“ nexer . knock at this gate; for here 
•‘ charity does not dwell ... and my 
“ means are scanty — and if perchance 
“ at night-fall a peasant crosses the 
“ wild-'wood that encircles these tow- 
“ ers, he mutters to himself a silent 
“ prayer, and invokes the all-jK)werful 
“ name which guards the just; for 
“ here all things of darkness are sup- 
“ posed to dwell-^the mysteries ol* 
“ guilt that shuns the light ; ail shapes 
“ of horror, and unholy sights. An 
“ unknown and' indefinable sensation 
“ shot the first moment 1 

‘^lllehfild you . . compassion and’ this 
unkno^ sympathy induced me to 
“ be^ve that in ^giving yon the sHel- 
« t^ of one night, the wrath of hea- 
^ ven might allow you to repose here 
From what you no ddtibt 
“ have 
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“ ha\e observed, you must have felt 
“ that you are not exempt from the 
general destiny which here pre* 
“ vails.” 

“ I have felt, and deeply felt this 
“ truth,” sighed Adolphus inwardly. 

“ Farewell ! ” cried Olaus, as he 
closed the portal ; “ farewell ! an old 
“ man’s blessing goes w^th you; but 
“ icmembcr, avoid the towers of Rid- 
“ daihohneu ! !” • 

•“ Wretched outcast that I am ! what 
“ roof wdll shelter me ^ In a strange 
“ land too! berei't of all; yea, e\en of 
hope 1” Such were the exclama- 
tions of Adolphus as he })assed through 
the woods of lliddarhoitpen, and sought 
the road which condudied him to tho 
residence of Count Mdxner. 

■f 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 

Thou Shalt live in thy pain, 

With a£re m thy heart. 

And a fire in thy brain ; 

And shall obey me. 

And visit ^hee never, 

, t 4^d the rUasA shall be on thee ^ 

For ever and evu ’ Southet. 

* ' * s 

tf 

Driven from the mansion of his fore- 
fathers, by the awful fear that the 
vials hf Heaven’s wrath should be pour- 
ed over his head, and too sensible tha): 
his conscience wijuld not allow him to 
ojmose an invmne^le shield against 
thP^vilis of this world, (which are 
sometiq^es necessary cbRstisements, 
and passing soon at^ay) $ and .placing 
no confidence, im hop^ in the ^oild 
to come, CowBlt ^.Mflgoua Mprner had 

collected 
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collected the remains of his once splen- 
did hef, and purchased a magnificent 
chateau, surrounded by a small park, 
in the immediate vicinity of the capi- 
tal. This place now constituted his 
sole earthly possession ; for the prin- 
cipal part of his estates at Riddarhol- 
men lay untenanted and untilled — ex- 
posed to the awful vwtation of the 
elemtnto, and deserted by mpst of the 
superstitious vassals, who never could 
bd induced to approach the place with- 
out feeling the utmost degree of feat 
and horror. 

It was impossible to combat the bi- 
gotry of ♦h')se ages by any of those 
arms, which a more enlightened pe- 
riod of society suppli^’us with ; phi- 
losophy'*- divine and genuine philo- 
sophy, had hot as yet reared ^ head, 
and those noxious" visions, which pness- 
ed the human mind in the night of 
barbarisih, '-had nob 'UsJyet teen shewn 
- * . z S in 
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in all their deformity by its rising glo- 
ry, Bor dispelled by its bright and 
eternal beam. It was impossible to 
find a .purchaser for that which such 
^extraordinary fircutnstrfnci^* hM ren- 
dered valueless j and the ’"cii^'e of 
Riddarholmen, ‘with its riiBm(^nes, fell 
into the utter ruin and decay wbieh VMjf 
have attempt^ to describe in the -pre- 
ceding chapters. The sale of part of 
this fief which' lay most remote rfrom 
Riddarhoimefi, Enabled the' Count \o 
8y fropi its hoted walls for ever, and 
to purchase the small but ancient ba- 
rony ofOonberg. 

This' ’delightful residence was si- 
tuated o n the lah^ Mcelsr. It was 
embosomed in woods, which descended 
to borders of the la^e, {h)d-throu^ 
twr vistas, the’ frequent^ wll;* gleam- 
ing tn ^Id, might be dil^embd glid- 
hlong t|ie silent^ and azure wave, 
‘fie havens ba4‘'a.<t yeb dionfe sesene 

on 



OF ULRICA. 


79 


on Cioiibcrg ; its smiling field') yielded 
a plenteous increase, and the labour 
of the husbandman liad been rewarded 
by the bounty of natuiej — but be- 
neath the gilded roofs of the residence, 
on beds ef down, on couches of vel- 
vet, surrounded by all that prodigality 
can desire or luxury invent, in the 
company of the voluptuous, the dissi- 
pated] and the gay — ^its ill-starred mas- 
ter felt neither pleasure nor repose — 
he, glided Uhe a guilty thing expect- 
ing a fearful summons. To him the 
breathing bust, the speaking picture, 
conveyed no delight. Along the sto- 
ried walls his eyes rolled, wildly, or 
fixed in vacancyt deprived of their elo- 
quent fire, glassy and seared, they ap- 
peared to question some horrible le- 
sion, whidi grossed his path, ^d rout- 
ed bis limbs in fear and horjl^ 
spot. At times his atteadante h^ve 
aiiswered to iris calJy and whep 

E 4 > voice 
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voice had drawn them round his per- 
son^ he took no notice of their ap- 
proach, but appeared to hold strange 

converse with the air-— his ear ’drank 
* « 

in unearthly sounds, bis hands would 
extend themselves, and seemed to 
grapple with space.^ At length his 
frame, riven with extraoi dinary emo- 
tion, w(/^ld appear to be dissolved from 
this frightful and unhalloweif n\peting. 
Exhausted and senseless, they would 
bear him to his bed, and the utmost 
care and attention was requisite to re- 
cover him from these trances* In this 
disease, the powers of medicine had 
been found of no avail —the physician 
of foe mind was requisite, and it was 
nol^ a^reat while since the Count had 
procured a persqn, to wbpmlie thought 
be coii^ confide his consci- 

ence. 

; T|ie ancestors of Coipt Magnus 
M^raer had been educated in foe Lu- 
theran 
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tlieran faith, which became the reli- 
gion of the copntry in the time of 
Gustavus Vasa< Unfortunately, John 
III. at this j^me King of Swcdenf, en- 
deayonreJ to introduce the 
Catholic reli^on, ancT thp proFessiod 
of this lait^ was even made a pas^ort 
to his fhvoiir. Count Morner diJ hot 
hesitate ^adojpling this mode of rccora- 
mendiiig himself to the good gracel‘6/ 
Iiis sovere^^n, and frorp *his' e^rts iri 
what was called the 'j^ood cdhse, he 
made rapid strides in his fa\"6ur. 

fn the shock occasioned' by religious 
conflicts, it is usual to see the com- 
batants, on either side, act as if th^ 
possessed no religion £tt aH ; antf ih 
the strugglp of these titnes, Jts lilstotfj^ 
has handed t^in down tousiwe sec tiiatl 
the name^i^^hd aiid his holy vfcKgioh^ 
was, in many cases, only made thte-ifcfew' 
text for ccdni^iitting the bas3tl:*a^dn3 

\ ^ « X ‘ f , * 
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and the most hoitiWe outrages on hu- 
manity. 

The Franciscan monks in France, 

y 

with that activity -which distinguished 
their order, had dispatched Rezzohico, 
adong with many other missionaries/ to 
the court of John, in order to feed the 
holy flame, extend the acquirements 
of their order, and increase the num- 
ber of the converted. The crafty sub- 
tlety of this iftonk enabled him soon to 
discern the means of firmly attaclfing 
the Count Magnus Morner to their 
cau^e. His penetrating eye soon dis- 
covered, that on the Count’s consci- 
ence there lay the weight of some 
dreadful crime, which unexpiated, un- 
aton^, and unrepented, consigned 
h^to despair in thi^f^d, and to 
in the next. T^mhning Ita- 
lian, with the most refined hypocrisy, 
ruiig ill' the 'Count’s earwU varie- 

’ ties 
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mitigated punishment — tort u.e less 
horrible, and of, a limited duration — 
purgatory— absolution of sin — Christ’s 
redemption — and Heaven’s forgive- 
ness. The Count, attracted by tlic 
hope which these doctrines held opt to 
liim, as well as influenced by tlie de- 
sire of recommending Ifimsclf to the 
King; became a Csrtholic, it' not from 
conviction, at least from necessity, and 
tlie monk was rewarded by his new 
convert with a gift of little in 

his hands, but of inestimable Value to 
Rczzouico ; — this was the ancient ab- 
bey of St. Bridget, which stood near 
the castle of Riddai’holincn. In the 
possession of Rezzonico, it sertfed as a 
rallying point fur those of his order in 
the norw'i^ lEurope, and Ire looked 
forward to Its eventually proving an 
esta||lishment wortliy of ^s most as- 
pkiiigand ambitious views of advance- 
» E 0 mettt. 
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Blent* The mind of bis penitent had 
not been cured by absolution, and 
Rezzonico felt convincod that there 
existed in the mind of the Count, » 
secret which he had not yet confided 
to his ear. He had confessed enough 
to leave no doubt of his guilt on the 
mind of his confessor ; but Rezzonico 
.had a powerful reason which impelled 
him to the acquisition of every «damn> 
ing proof of this untold crime : and he 
sought to acquire those masteivspclls 
olF the Count’s mind, in order that he 
might move him according to his wUl, 
which would infallibly be the case the 
moment he fell completely into his 
power* ' 

Whether Count Morner penetrated 
the designs of Rezzonico, or had as 
yet hjkt little faith in the new doctrines 
whitfti' he had espoused, it is certain 
'UidPlhe exquisite skill witii which the 
monk played with his victim*, was for 

the 
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the present foiled^' smd remained iui> 
repaid by success. The confei»sor, 
however, still continued an inmate of 
Cronberg, and trusted to chance and 
perseverance for the obtaining of that 
secret which had hitherto eluded his 
grasp. 

The Countess Eleonora of Mbmer 
was held in too little Estimation at 
Cronberg to interfere with the designs 
of the confessor. An nnfort unate at- 
tachment for an illustrious foreigner, 
after her marriage with the Count 
had taken place, Jiis consequent cru- 
elty and abandonment of his wife, the 
misfortunes of the family, and the de- 
privation of her children, had contri- 
buted to destroy her constitution, and 
had laid ruin the powers of her 
mind. "I^e penodical fits of ip^nity 
to which she was jubjept, rendered it 
necessary to remove her to the neigh- 
bourhood of Xiiddarbolmen, where the 
. skiUhl 
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skilful Lauientius, who had acquired 
considerable repute in the cure of these 
diseases, generally resided* 

The Count had attempted early in 
life, by a most extraordinary sacrifice, 
to elude that vengeance which the 
crimes of his anctstors had drawn 
down on his head and on his imme- 
diate descendants. This was the sa- 
crifice of his eldest son, and aftcawan^ 
of his daugliter. At that moment when 
the fond looks of a doating father hre 
replied to by the cherub smiles of a 
lovely innocent, did he struggle with 
the powerful teelings which nature 
had implanted in his heart, and parted 
with his first born child. While he 
gazed 'on the babe with delight, the 
iHtcolleotion of his crimes arose like a 
t^il^le vision. When hlf pressed it 
fervor to his heart, the guilt 

Ttioiik fiQti, and poison tlie jdy which 

ho 
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lie experitenced from these irmocent 
pleasures. For let it not be deemed a 
solecism in his character, that he felt 
the most exquisite aftection towards 
his child. The most abandoned have 
given strong proofs of their attachment 
towards their offspring, and the parent 
who is naturally destitute of this feel- 
or who endeavours to expel from 
his biUWrm that vsensation which nature 
has planted there, is a monster, which 
fortunately seldom ajjpears in the 
world, to shock the outraged feelings 
of humanity and degrade the species. 
To the agonized mind of Morner, the 
presence of his innocent child became 
a punishment more exipiisite than can 
be conceived. How could he expect 
a return of affection from his offspring, 
when the paalicious woild would soon 
teach them it was not Itis due ? How 
C!OtiVi!t\ve,,BuV\\ed‘as\\e cv’wwcs, 

look ifftd the face of tlmt innocent be- 

ih'g, 
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ing, who might one day upbraid him 
with having given life to a necessary 
victim of heaven’s vengeance ? To 
behold his child driven to desperation 
by this thought, and becoming at Once 
familiar with the utmost extremity of 
his hite, — regardless of crime, as being 
certain of punishment,— giving rein to 
his passions, — perhaps retracing his 

father’s footsteps — his father’s I 

There was a terrible judgment in this 
idea 'of the Count’s thus propagating 
vice by' example, from which his mind 
recoiled with horror. Such were the 
consequences of the gloomy doctrine 
of fatality which were ever present to 
the Count’s imagination. 

stud^ of astrology was so pre- 
valent ip these days, that i^'was usual ' 
to cast the nativities of children of no- 
ble birth. Coftnt Morner did not neg- 
lect this necessary ceremony. liis 
agitation was extreme', until the fate 

of 
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of hi|S cliild W 4 S foretold to 
but. . Ills distraction may be conceived, 
when, he was informed that the star of 
the. hoifte of, Miimer was clouded — 
the path of the infant beset with mis- 
fortunes- the cliild in danger of being 
muraci ed by his own father ! — The 
Count woMhl hear no more. He souglit 
to co’i''t'ai th »jonv in tlie privacy of 
his or'Ti chauihei, from which he never 
stirred for vv'’tks ; - he* ft to ap- 
preach his chou — liL \ery looks might 
blast it. There was but one rein 'dy 
which the Count ^at length adopted. 
Ho allowed the agonized mother but 
one look, one embrace. In the silence 
of night the child was eouveyed to dis- 
tant relations, who icsided in a foreign 
cbme; a report of us death was spi>‘ad 
abroad, an4 the Count subsided into a 
gloomy kind of sadsiucj^ou. when he 
had sunendered up tlie^ possession of 
the only bbject which might have ren- 
. dered 
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dered his existence valuable, but vrliich 
his dark conscience whispered to him 
lie 'Was totally unworthy to enjoy. 

About a year before thid** relation 
commences, Eleonora and Herman 
(who was the confident of the Count,) 
presented to him a youth whom they 
stated to be that very son whom so 
many years before he had confided i.o 
the guardianship of his relatives. It 
is not necessaiy to state here tlie parti- 
cular reasons which induced the Count 
to giye credit to their assertions. The 
youth was of a delicate constitution, 
and sickly aspect. The Count gave 
lum -rtie epithet of Mehnlos, or The 
Innocent, and he entertained hopes 
t^^ihis life and fortunes would accord 
propitious name. Nevertbe- 
the youth drooped fi^m day to 
day : and on Jhe arrivsd' of Rezzonico, 
the Count besought him totprescribe a 
remedy for his aon’s disetfito^ for so 

cautious 
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cantious was he to prevent the youth 
from being informed of the cahunities 
whicli liuM'Over their house, that he 
would hor consent to let him be re- 
moved to the neighbourhood of Rid- 
darholmen, near to which the bene- 
volent and skilful monk Laurentius 
dwelt. On tliis application of the 
Count, Rezzonico smiled maliciously 
upon the youth, and promised to exert 
all his medical skill lor lus recovery. 
To the diabolical mind of Rezzonico 
it appeared to be a simple and politic 
measure, to speed tlje sickly youth' to 
his grave : he was the only obstacle 
that stood between him and his aspir- 
ing hopes. As to the Count— his- de- 
clining years — his mind’s- infirmity— 
or some speedier chance, might close, 
his days; — S^d then, the confident ■of 
his death-bed confession— *ofhisorimes 
—of his hopes— of his fearg- and of 
his ^atkUdej— the confessor already 
• counted 
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counted the gains of his convent ! He 
contenq>lated in hit mind’s eye, the 
luxuriant prospect of swelling woods, 
waving corn, hill and . elite, witich 
might at one sweep be taken from St. 
Bridget’s ; of its princely possessions. 
It was in vain that Rezzonico flattered 
the Count with hopes of his son’s 
amendment, and exaggerated the merit 
of each new medicine. The- youth 
altered rapidly for the worse, and he 
became at length unable to leave his 
bed. , 

Distracted with grie'’, the Count, ac- 
companied by Rez/onico, departed in 
search of Lam entiusj a»d having ac- 
quainted the good father with the state 
of hi* son’s infirmity, he obtained from 
him a promise that he would speedj^, 
f(lttow him to Cronberg. 3,'he break- 
ing down of,, the Count’s carriage, on 
Iheir retiyn, obliged them to seek » 
shelter beneath the iiut of Olofv 

Me 
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We have already related the extra- 
ordinary impression made on Addl- 
phus’s mind by the appearance of* this 
stranger J^f;orapatiied by his relentless 
ifiSiemy iiezzonico at the cottage on 
the lake. I'lie Count’s horror at hear- 
ing the name of Olnf almost' overcatifl 
his habitual caution and prudence, for 
hfe^t'rembled to find himsidt beneath 
the roof of the de^ceoJant, ol* that 
Ulrica, who?e ciriiSK' . . * had blasted 
the fortune honsr* and aclipr,cd 

the lustre of ticnoui iJ.Ie name..-* 

The aftliction “’vivtch.this thought gave 
him was chang'-n in a moment to 
triunaph. ^e was struck by the ex- 
traordinary opportunity, t afforded him 
of revenge; nay, more— by leaping at 
once 'feto the gulph, and by a sel(- 
devoted sacS^ifice to obtain for his 
descendants the redemp^on of that 
anathema which hung over them, and 
whose bal^iul iniuence would last as 
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Rezzonicohadlongsincebeeninform> 
ed of all the facts relative to those tra- 
diiaoos which held so remarkable an in- 
fluenceover the prosperity of the M6rner 
family. He observed the struggle in the 
Count’s mind and attempted by throwing 
out hints, although very obscurely, on the 
subject, to dissipate his scruples. Rez- 
zonico might 'be said never to perform 
an action, or express an opinion, which 
might not be traced to an interested 
motive. He had recognized Adolphus 
at the first glance, in spite of the hum- 
ble dress he then yfore ; and felt hu- 
miliated that all his attempts had been 
frustrated by a boy. He had long 
since numbered him with the dead : 


for it was he who, on his passage to 
Sjfllbn, recognized Adolphus at Hmn- 
bmgh, and supplied the Je^w with a 
subtle poison, ,which he promised for 
a certain sujn of money to infuse into 
the drink of 'Adolphus. The con- 
fessor 
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fessor had cot so mud) money at his 
command, but he observed a stranger 
wlio watched Adolphus as narrowly 
as luraself. He penetrated into his 
design, and found it was the same as 
his own. He offered to become the 
humble instrument of the stranger’s 
vengeance, received from him the 
money to corrupt the Jew, and then 
quitted Hamburgh in the hopes that 
he should never behold, the face of 
Adqlphus again. The stranger with 
whom Rezzonico got thus acquainted 
was Wilddbrand, who, enraged that his 
plot of assassinating* Adolphus at Glatz 
had been frustrated, had pursued liim 
to Hamburgh j but afraid of engaging 
with hun in combat like an honourable 
knightj he was rejoiced at the expe- 
dient proposed by Rezzonico. The 
estates, of 0ie Count de Beaumarchais 
had been sequestered, 'and by the 
active influence of Rezzonico, hi? con- 
.voL. II. F vent 
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vent was entitled in remainder, after 
the death of the Countess Marcellina, 
to inherit these possessions. But strange 
reports were abroad. The influence 
of the Guise party in I'l'rance might 
decline, and in the event of a Protes- 
tant prince of the house of Navarre 
ascending the throne, the rightful Jicir 
of the De Beaumarchais family would 
be reinstated in his possessions, and 
the vision of their wealth would va- 
nish into air. Rezzonico had«not 
communicated to Count Morner any 
thing relative to his discovery of 
Adolphus at the cottage. The Count 
had taken him for the son of Axel, 
and the monk did not undeceive him. 
He even alluded to the threatening 
msage of the young peasant, when he 
Si opposite to the Count. He subtilely 
contrasted t|ie fine foom, the exquisite 
proportion and manly beauty of Axel’s 
son, with the meagre ibrm*and sickly 

lud}it 
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habit of his own. He added to the 
Count’s already excruciating sufferings 
the torments of envy and jealousy ; 
and he endeavoured to goad him on 
w'ith the utmost art to his purpose, 
without letting him perceive what 
could possibly be the dritt of his in- 
tent. Incited by this fie^d, and im- 
pelled by his desire of revenge, the 
miserable man bade Rezzonico retire 
to his apai’tment, and pretended to 
thrSw himself on the bed to sleep, 
vvhilc ill reality ’twas but to plan the 
horrors of the niglit. He waited till 
c\ery soul was at rest ’ere he pro- 
ceeded to his purpose. But in this he 
was deceived, for Rezzonico v?as on 
the watch. His own fears, as we have 
related, saved him the commission of 
these crimes. But Rezzonico, who 
watched his steps, and ^believed that 
he had completed his purpose, came 
upon him, accurately calculating, as 
* he 
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he, thought, to be just in time to wit- 
ness the catakrophe, detect the crimi- 
nal, and give him warning of the fire 
which now raged in the lower part of 
the cottage, which the im]gp|^» hand 
of Rezzonico himself had H^Dcd, in 
order to render the perpetration of 
the crime fomplete, and to banish 
every fear of suspicion attaching to 
themselves at any future period. No 
retrospect was taken of the subject 
when they escaped from the buitiing 
ruins of Axcl’s' cottage. Tliere was a 
mutual understanding on this head, 
arising from the Count’s dread of the 
confessor, and the latter’s fears lest 
the Count should think that he had 
gone too far, or . . . had seen top 
much j which induced them to avoid 
making it a subject of conversation. 
They procefted quickly and silently 
along the sandy beach ; Rezzonico ex- 
ulting in his triumph, and Aie ' Count 

now 
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now and then tuniing his head towards 
the ascending fire with savage extacy, 
and glutting his eyes with the pros- 
pect of the devouring flames. They 
found their boat at some distance, ac- 
cording to appointment, containing 
their carriage and servants j and with- 
out waiting for the dawn the Count 
travelled all night on his way to Cron- 
berg. The youth still declined, under 
the regimen of Rezzonico, and the 
Cou;pt expected the arrival of Lauren- 
tius with the utmost impatience and 
anxiety. Prayers for his convales- 
cence were now offered up in the 
neighbouring convents} and the Count, 
by the promise of magnificent dona- 
tions and splendid oflerings on the re-es- 
tablishment of his son’s health, sought 
to bribe high heaven to yield to his 
desire. Hasses were said in the 
teau of Crohiierg ^n the morning, in 
the evening, and at mid-day } anct the 
f 3 hoary 
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hoary hypocrite, while he bent over 
the bed of tlie dying and Counted the 
feeble indications of his pulse, threw 
up a look of imploring mercy towards 
Heaven, and aspirated a prayer to 
the Most High for the recoveiy of 
« Mehnlos. 

It was late in the evening when the 
inmates of the chateau were disturbed 
by the cry of the warder from his 
tower, and ty the tolling of Ihe bell, 
which announced a stranger. ^ Tlie 
Count started from his couch, for he 
was in hopes it was tlie long expected 
Laurentius. He proceeded to his 
chsdr of state to receive him, accom> 
lianied by Rezzonico, while his grooms 
and vassals ranged theimelves along 
the hall of entrance dn each side of 
the portal. The Count’s chair was 
H^praisedon elevated step, . and on it 
^ the adiievements of the Moraer fa- 
sdQy shone in gold. Omthsbaxik of 

it 
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it leaned Rezzonico, with his cowl 
thrown back and his thoughtful dark- 
brooding visage resting on his skin- 
ny hand. A window xose from the 
floor to the roof behind them, and 
through its rich stained glass, which 
was crowded with the armorial bear- 
ings and devices of the house, the set- 
ting sun shot a flood of drimson, and 
streamed on their dark flgures. 

A youth, who w'as clad in a rich ha- 
bit, ^vanced and made his obeisance 
to the ' Count. It was. . Adolphus » 
who was stunned with surprise when 
he recognized Rezzonico and the 
stranger who appeared with him at the 
cottage. Rezzonico’s brow lowered 
when he behold Adolphus, and the 
Count started back aghast at the ap- 
pearance of him whom he believed «to 
be tite hated son of Axel. Adolphus 
put bis hand into Ids bosom^ and drew 
fortli &om> its place of security that 
F 4 precious 
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precious letter which had been his care 
amid the greatest misfortunes. He 
presented it to the Count, who took 
it with a trembling hand, and had no 
sooner perused it than he turned pale, 
and exclaimed, “ Ha ! what does this 
** betide P—It is his signature! — You, 
“ confessor, are acquainted with the 
hand writing of the Count de Beau* 
“ raarchais?” 

“ It mat/ be his hand writing,” re- 
plied Rezzonico coldly, after be had 
glanced on the signature. 

" It is his hand writing,” cried 
Adolphus, indignantly. 

** Ha! that voice!” said the Count, 
“ and yet, . . it makes my blood turn 
•* cold } — who can’st thou be ?” 

“ An impostor, most assuredly*” 
exclaimed Rezzonico, ** who has forg* 
V ed this to dupe you.” 
r Adolphus touched the hilt of his 
aword with his hand— 'paueed for a 

moment, 
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moment, while hra inanly cheeks were 
suffused with the blush* of shame, and 
his eyes darted indignant fire on them 
both. 

” An impostor !” cried the Count— 
“ thou should’st know him, Rezzonico 
** — thou must have seen him many 
“ years ago when confessor to the 
“ Countess Marcellina. ‘ Speak ! oh 
“ speak ! relieve me from this racking 
“ uncertainty.” • 

‘L To the power who dwells beyond 
** the stars, I appeal,” cried Rezzonico 
with fervor ; “ before Heaven I swear, 
“ I never beheld this youth 'ere tlie 
“ night we reposed at the cottage on 
“ the lake.” 

** 1 shall not appeal to that God, 
** whom yon monk deceive^” cried 
Adolphus j ** but I assert that 1 am 
” the son of the late C<junt de Beau- 
” marchais : here (grasping his sword ) 
** is my ^answer to those who would 
F 5 ” doubt 
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doubt my truth ^-^(^ after a pause ) 
^ who questions it?” exclaimed he, 
looking round him proudly. 

And yet, if he speaks what he 
thinks the t^uth, he speaks false* 
“ ly,” muttered the Count to himself, 
■mad examining Adolphus with great 
attention. 

“ Who questions it?” cried Adol- 
phua passionately, and at the same 
time drawing^his sword. 

** Ha! my life! he threatens^ my 
** life!” cried the Count, whose ex- 
treme .agitation was nearly depriving 
him of his senses, save me, powers 
“ of Heaven !” 

The Count fell senseless in a pa* 
foxysm when he had utfered these 
wo^ds. His mind Intd been greatly 
agitated during this conversation, and 
his exhauS^ and feverish frame could 
’9K> longer, bear Up under the wild emo- 
^ns ofdiis sotd, Adolphuil repented 

instantly 
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instantly of his hastiness, and would 
have stooped to raise the Count, but 
he was interrupted by Rezzonico, who 
was well pleased at this occurrence, 
and who ordered four strong vassals 
to bear the Cpunt in their arms to his 
chamber. Adolphus would have*4n* 
stantly retired, but as soon as »t}ie 
Count was borne from the hall, Rez- 
zonico tutned to the warder Herman, 
and gave him strict injfinctions to keep 
Adolphus a prisoner until the recovery 
of the Count, who might then deal 
with so despei'«at§ a ruffian according 
to his own will and pleasure. 

Adolphus stood thunderstruck ; he 
expostulated with the warder, for Rez- 
zonico had retu'ed ; he addressed him- 
self to the vassals, but they would not 
hear hifd they had been accustom- 
ed to obey Rezzonico during the 
Count’s frequent fits of» illness, and 
Hermaa commanded tWm to drag 
r 6 Adolphus 
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Adolphus to his dungeon. This Her- 
man was the only servant whom the 
Count retained in his service after his 
departure from Riddarholmen. It was 
the general surmise that he knew too 
many of the Count's secrets to be 
thrown at large upon the world, and 
the popular feeling which prevailed so 
generally to the prejudice of the 
Count's character did not hesitate to 
give him ample* credit for the choice of 
his confidant. To the dark counie- 
nance of a'savage, be added the gloomy 
expression of an unsettled and dissa^ 
tished mind ; and while Adolphus pon- 
dered on and examined the dark lines 
of his visage, he could gather no hope 
to encourage him in attempting to sof- 
ten the feelings of such a villain. 

He dungeon of Adolphus was 
scarcely secured, 'ere the violent ring- ' 
iqg of the bell again, and the running 
to and fra of the vassals, announced* 

the' 
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the arrival of the long expected Lau- 
rcntius. He visited the chamber of 
the sick, and found him past all hope. 
The Count had just recovered from 
his swoon when the name of Lauren- 
tius met liis eaf j he inquired for the 
good father, and ordered his vassala 
to conduct him instantly to his cham- 
ber. Laurenti us was closeted with the 
Coun^ for some hours. At the con- 
clusion of the conference the Count 
rose in anger, and gave instant orders 
that Adolphus should be released from 
his confinement and sent forthwith t© 
meet him in the chamber of Mehnios. 
Adolphus, overjoyed at his unexpected 
deliverance, proceeded to ' the sick 
chamber. The Count and Laurentius 
were conversing in low tones in one 
part of the chamber while Rezzonico 
stood at the bedside of tjre sick youth, 
over whom a lamp difiui^d a feeble 
and imsteady light. Adolphus fek 

exquisite 
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exquisite pleasure at the sight of the 
good Laurentius, and he hailed his 
presence as a good omen. The Count 
seemed impelled by some extraordinary 
emotion ; he seized the hand of Adol- 
plois and led him towards the bed. 
jyfehnlos now lay in a tranquil state, 
which always followed the subsiding 
of those pangs which racked him at in> 
tervals. His face was pale and seem- 
ed already covered with the dew of 
deatb—his bones stood out sharp <and 
prominent — ^his muscles fell, as though 
the inward spirit shrunk within its 
fleshy nookr^a mist seemed to cloud 
his vision, and his eyes rested, without 
meaning, on all things, as though they 
were nq longer capable of receiving an 
exfertnd impressdon ; yet a faint and 
momentary gleam of jdeasune beamed 
them w}xe;i^ Morner spoke, for the 
youth really loved the Count. Eezr 
XdlUCP, yfb»n he beheld the group app 

proachmg 
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preaching thejsed, looked sternly at 
dolphus and displeased with tlie Count. 
He muttered something about the im- 
propriety of introducing a stranger at 
such a crisis. The Count was too 
much occupied with his own feelings 
to give attention to this observation of 
Rezzonico. The confessor muffling 
himself up in his cowl threw a pierc- 
ing look of inquiry on Laurentius, as 
though he would read *1116 inward pur- 
pose of his soul, and waited with 
seeming patience for the termination 
of this extraordinary scene. 

Laurentius sat down beside tlie pil- 
low of the sick youth, and counted the 
throbs of his feeble pulse, while the 
.Count compared the countenance of 
Mehnlos and Addlphus with the most 
scrupulous attention. ’** Ah ! if 1 had 
“ been «ent for sooner exclaimed 
Laurentius. have died 

iieiieiihelew*’* 
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“ nevertheless/* observed Rezzonico, 
smiling malignantly. 

“ His sufferings are great,” remark- 
ed Laurentius with a sigh. “ They 
“ will be the sooner over, holy fa- 
“ther,” replied Rei^Miico. 

“ Was it for this I fondled thee ?” 
exclaimed the Count gazing upon 
Mehnlos •, “ was it for this I gave full 
“ scope to my heart’s yearnings to- 
« wards thee?' Poor insect! when 
thou stood’st shivering in the breeee, 
“ how have I guarded tliee and de- 
“ fended thee from the rough ele- 
“ ments which threatened to crush thy 
** feeble frame ! What art thou ? a 
“ child of guilt,— offspring of disho- 
nour,-«-instruraent of falsehood I oh! 
“ how have I honoured the wicked in 
l^/^iiee !-*-how fondly I have fowd thee 
«♦ —how bitteijly do I hate thee now !” 

« Spare him at ^his hour in his 
y hour of trial ^are him he*' at least 

**ia 
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“ is innocent j” said Laurentius to the 
Count. 

“ Curses blast them who sent him ; 
“ may the mind’s misery and fell dis- 
“ ease rive them who have thus sported 
with the dearest bonds of nature !** 
Xlezzonico fixed a look of astonish, 
ment on the Count j — he endeavoured 
to collect himself, and he braced his 
mind for the reception of some new 
wonder. , 

“ Fix hot thine eyes on me,” con- 
tinued the Count still addressing Mehn. 
los witliout heeding Laurentius, “there 
“ is falsehood in them !” 

“ Alas ! he hears thee not,” cried 
Laurentius, “ the pains of death are 
“ on him !” 

The Count, who was totally'absorbed 
in the reflections which the contepi* 
plation of the dying Mehnlos drew 
from him, seemed almifst unconscious 
^hjB .^presence of •thus?’ around him. 
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and watched the countenance of tlie 
youth which seemed to give some sign 
of returning intelligence. His eyes 
looked up languidly, and in a sound 
scarcely articulate he uttered the 
ndme of “ Father^* "Vfhen the faint 
pleasure which illuminaitfed them when 
he pronounced it vanished, and he 
dosed them seemingly in a struggle of 
pain. 

“ He stand, s on the very verge of 
“ fearful expectancy,** exclaimed the 
Count, *‘ and yet he blasts his soul’s 
“ prospects by a lie !— Oh ! foul and 
damned falsehood, why should it 
’ " thus journey with you into a world 
Unknown and into the presence of 
‘•’ialWearflil things !** 

“The struggle is over,*' eaid'Lau- 
r^tiiis; ‘‘that was the last pang of 
<* purling nature :-*>he is t»o raone l*t f 
us join, holy' ' father,” ex- 
claimed' RezSSonibo ea^eriy, “ m 
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'• ing up our prayers for .the departed 
“ soul; — and toll ye the bell,” cried 
he IcAidly to the attendants in the anti- 
room, “ and lift up your voices in 
“ prayer ; ibr behold the Count’s son 
” is dead !” 

The Count Witlidrew his eyes from 
the contemplation of the departed, and 
fixed them on Adolphus, exclaiming 
frantically, “ He lives j he lives! he 
“ is here! (throwing ^himself on the 
“ neck of Adolphus) behold! my son!’* 
Adolphus shuddered, and an icy 
chill pervaded his frame when he felt 
himself pressed to the bosom of this 
new father ; his feelings and his heart 
recoiled from his embrace^ and a 
strong expression of incredulity was 
painted in his features. 

“ It is true, my son,” observed Lau- 
rentiua, “ you are the son of Count 
“ Magnus Mdrner ;-T*when you have 
leis^ire I will detail, to you all the 

“ particulars^ 
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“particulars, which will prove my as- 
“ sertion. — You have been awfully led 
“ by the hand of Providence itself to 
“ your natural protector. Kneel, my 
“ son, and prove yourself worthy to 
“ receive your father’s benedictSou.” 

Adolphus’s mind became confused j 
the croud of new and extraordinary 
ideas which rushed in upon it over- 
whelmed him ; he no longer hesitated, 
but, obeying the injunctions of Lau- 
rentius, bent himself lowly on his knees 
before the Count. The Count, who 
now observed Adolphus kneeling be- 
fore him, seemed like x>ne whom this 
sight had awakened from a deep re- 
verie } he looked round him with in- 
quietude. Laurentius gently reminded 
him that Adolphus his son demanded 
his blesling. The Count started wildly 
and earclaimed incoherently, “ Bless- 

“tftigt— Yes! yesl my son God! 

‘ the Aftnighty 1. . . . the Bather ! 
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“ — My blessing ! ’Tis a curse — nay 
“ do not fear me, Adolphus, I would 
“ not harm thee for worlds. — Mercy, 
“Heaven! Hal ha! ha!” The Count 
now broke forth into a frenzied laugh ; 
his limbs sunk beneath him, and it was 
necessary to bear him once more to 
his chamber. 

Rezzonico had disappeared, andLau- 
rentius pressed Adolphus to retire from 
this sad spectacle to the'chamber which 
th^ attendants had been ordered to 
prepare for him, ’Ere he quitted the 
room, Laurentius approached the body, 
lifted, up the cloth with which they 
had covered the face of the departed* 
and took a last look of the unfortunate 
Mehnlos, , He was surprised at the 
cha-nge Which had already taken place * 
in'his countenance j but op looking ^ 
mdreaccu rately he beheld a liemarka- 
ble appearance which strp^ hipi with 
hortor ! for to his experienced mind it 
• ’ now 
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now became e\Tdent that the death of 
Mehnlos was caused by poison. lie 
communicated this suspicion, but in a 
very guarded manner, to Adolphus, 
who did not Iiesitate to ascribe to 
Rezzonico all the guilt of this new 
offence. X<aurentius gave a very fainl 
contradiction to this surmise, but he 
felt great reluctance to charge a mi- 
nister of God’s word with the commis- 
sion of so heinous a crime, although 
from being acquainted with the 'part 
he had acted in the story which Adol- 
phus related to him, he could not he- 
sitate internally to believe him capable 
of attemping the worst of crimes. Adol- 
phus, on consultation with Laurentius, 
found it was inipossible to convert their 
suspicions into' such evidence as would 
tend to criminate Rezzonico : and he 
fell in no slight degree dismayed and 
disappointed that he could not ; for as 
he imnowHkely to become an inmate 
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oi' Cronberg, the presence of the con- 
lessor seemed to tlrreaten Iiim with new 
dangers, if not with a similar fate to 
that which cut off the unfortunate 
Mehnlos. Laurcntius accompanied 
Adolphus to his chamber, which was 
one of tire most magnificent which the 
luxurious chiteau of Cronberg afford- 
ed, and ’ere he retired to rest the 
good (. father explained to Adolphus 
those facts oa which the assertion of 
Count Mdruer and his own were 
founded. 

We have alreadjj noticed those con- 
siderations which influenced the Count 
in parting with his only son in his in- 
fancy. Tn^ child *was conveyed by 
Herman to the Count de Beaumar- 

«t * 

chais, who tyas brother ^ the Cpnutess 
Eleonora. De Beaumaxchais, who at 
that time had no childrmi. of bis own, 
received tluj infant "witb delight ^ and 
derived Considerable satisf^tjon in be- 

-- ‘ ing 
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ing chosen the instrument of rescuing 
the child of a fas ourite sister from the 
bad example of a father, with whose 
vices lie was not acquainted in sufficient 
time to save his sister fiom her wietcli- 
ed fate. The Countess Maicelhna 
found considerable amusement in the 
society of the chilcl, duiing the fre- 
quent absences of the Count de Beau- 
marchais in the wars of Francis the 
First. She locked forward with reli- 
gious fervor, in the hope of educating 
Adolphus' in the Catholic faith, and 
thus saving him from the perdition 
which it was her belief the religion of 
his country would have doomed him 
to. 

Wcj|iave seen in the commencement 
of tittfS history how the hopes enter- 
tained by the Countess were frustrated. 
The attachment of the Count de Beau- 
inarcliais itjpreased with the years of 
the child, and, the acdounts Vhieh he 

*re?bi«ed 
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received from Sweden to the disadvan- 
tage of his father's character prevented, 
him from announcing to Adolphus the 
secret of his birth. He witnessed with 
a delight, which became the reward of 
his care, the gradual expanding of 
those precious blossoms pf mind, which 
paternal asperity or gloomy and for- 
bidding distance would have nipped in 
the bud. He beheld in Adolphus the 
reflected image of his own virtues, 
and*he could not harbour without pain 
the idea that his form, blooming 
with health and beauty, and adorned 
with all the graces which chivalry be- 
stows upon her brightest ornament, 
might become one day bent beneath 
the tortui^ of heaven-inflicted pu- 
nishment, and his mind enervated by 
the discipline to which bi^tted monks 
condemn the victims olj superstition. 
The Count de Beaumarchais suflered 
himself tb be sisayed by these consi- 
Tut* ji. G siderationej 
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derations ; and only for the afiection 
which led Adolphus, and the spirit 
which sustained him in the execution 
of the most arduous of duties, and 
which enabled hirfi to be a witness of 
the Count’s melancholy late, ... the 
secret might have descended with the 
Count de Beaumaichais into the grave. 
The Count de Beaumarchais did not 
feel himself justified in withholding the 
means from Adolphus at thisjunclure, 
which might enable him to put him- 
self' under the protection of his fa- 
ther ; but he did pot think it right to 
inform Adolphus so fully with regard 
to his situation, as might put it out 
of the power of Count Morner to ex- 
ercise any clisaetion on that head. 

In relating to Adolphus tlie par- 
ticulars of his birth, Laurentius en- 
deavoured with extreme delicacy, 
wliile he was addressing the son, to 
throw a veil over the frailties of the 

xno'tlier ; 
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mother ; but it was impossible to con- 
ceal from Adolphus, that the miser- 
able MelnUiE^as a natural son of 
the Countess ^!BI|miora, and that his 
father was the eldcM son of the Prince 
dc Zaremberg $ who having witnessed 
the charms of the Countess at court. 


fell violently in love with her. The 
guilty fhiit of this amour had been 


educated in privacy by the Countess, 
at some distance from l^iddarholmen. 


Aliflost immediately after the birth of 
this child, the young Prince de Za- 
remberg disappeared in a most un- 
accountable manner ; and from the 
circumstance of the Count of Mdrner 


having about that time discovered the 
intrigue, it was generally supposed 
that the Prince perished by the dag- 
gers of the Count’s assassins. How- 
ever, this was a trausaijtion involved 
in great mystery j and the ftiends of 
the Prince were not even enabled to 


G 2 


pay 
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pay the last respects to his remains, 
for his body was never found. Count 
Momcr treated the jOpWntess with 
great cruelty on thfJidiscovcry of her 
crime— but the cmld was so carefully 
concealed, that it eluded all the in- 
quiries whiclb were made after it by 
the agents of the Count, who was 
actuated no doubt in tliis search by 
the most ctuel and sanguinary in- 
tentions. The Countess, when she 
Was scarcely recovered from the pains 
of childbed, was informed in a very 
sudden manner the dreadful fate 
bf the Pririce. She was thrown into 
a state of extreme agitation, and the 
CtAisequenoe a tempbrary depri- 
vation ‘of i^asoiti. Having made 
In stbdy lif 'medicine for several 
yedb his constant employment, Lau- 
rei^us was fent for, in order to pre- 
scribe for the malady of the Countess, 
succeeded in restoring hereto an 
' interval 
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interval of reason, and out of gratitude 
Eleonora chose hini for her confessor. 

V 

She was still, however, subject to 
periods of insanity, and on those oc- 
casions, as Laurentius did not find it 
tjpnvenient to reside at Cronberg, the 
Countess was removed to Eiddarhol- 
men. She soon communicated to the 
good Laurentius the secret of her 
son’s residence ; and in the course of 
years, the society of thi# youth, which 
she enjoyed by stealth, contributed tQ 
restore her health and prolong her 
lucid intervals. In consequence of 
the civil wars in France, several years 
elapsed, during which no tidings were 
received, of the Cqunt de Beau- 
marchais or Adolphus* She had every 
reason to suppose that Adolphus pe- 
rished in the general wreck } for after 
the execution of the Count de Beau- 
marchais, which was ki^qwn in tlie 
no/th of Europe, it was very currently 
o 3 reported 
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reported that Adolphus hadsufibred the 
same fate. After lamenting for some 
time the untimely end of Adolphus, 
Eleonora conceived the extraordiuaiy 
resolution of substituting Mehulos in 
his place. She was particularly tempi» 
ed to form this plan, by reflecting on 
the forlorn situation of this delicate 
youth, in the event of her decease ; 
as she bad not the power of leaving 
him any part of her property, not even 
so much as might enable him to sup- 
port a decent existence. The difler- 
^ce in tbeir ages she considered no 
obstacle. At the age of manhood it is 
less perceptible j and besides, the ill- 
health of Mehnlos had given to his 
Ace a. solenkn character, that made 
hjjp look much older than he really 
wafh Hie moment Eleonora conceived 
this plan, she hastened to prepare it 
for execution. She was herself an 
ad^ in French^ literature j 'she cora- 

munxt^ated 
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mimicated to Mejinlos all the riches 
of her native language, and all the 
graces of her manners ; and through 
her means he became furnished with 
documents which might have stag* 
gered the most incredulous of belief. 

About this time Herman, the 
Count’s confident, had discovered by 
accident the place in which Mehnlos 
was concealed. Eleonora, distracted 
with grief, had besought him on her 
knees to spare her sou’s life, and not 
to betray him into the power of her 
husband. Herman was gained by wo- 
man’s tears, and complied the sooner 
irom some stings of conscieirce which 
then began to goad him. Eleonora, 
however, still found herself at tl|e 
mercy of Herman, who^ accorihbg.jfo 
his temper or his necessity, woulj^ 
ways have it in his power to betray 
her. Shf’ attempted to ^yt this totally 
out of ifis power by inducing him to 
o 4 embark 
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embark in the same perilous enters 
prize with herself. She made several 
vain attempts to win the moody Her- 
man to her purpose. He was inexor- 
able except when urged on one par- 
ticular head, and there she triumphed. 
This was her lord’s state of health*— 
his mind’s malady— To give him an 
object that would so strmigly interest 
him as his child, was prescribing him 
a cure;— besides, Adolphus, she stated 
to Herman, was dead— there was. no 
one injured — no one defrauded of the 
heirship. To these arguments Her^^ 
man yielded ; for he lo\^ed the Count, 
and his gloomy soul paid him the 
hopaage of upbought aGTectioB. . He 
believed the.Qtebt was attached to 
him ; and the eil6|«|,of eerly a£Eection, 
ajjjjj^ the rh^t of similar propensities, 
bad kpit the bond between these vU^^ 
buns. Henuf^ therefore, who exhibitr 
ed ^sh^ange compound of savlagevice 

* 'and 
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and stem virtue, who would have wil» 
lingly poured forth the last drop of 
his blood to ease his. master of 9 ne 
heart's pang, and would have resisted 
a bribe of countless millions to do him 
an injury, now assisted in maturing 
the Countess’s plan, from the pure 
wish of doing him a service, and, kke 
most villains, he did not go out of 
his way to consider too nicely of the 
iheans. Laurentius had been made 
acquainted with this plan when it wa» 
too late to rettact ^ however, be did 
not give it any vei^r active opposition 
when he was informed of the certainty 
of the death of the Count’s son. 'Rie 
narrative Adolphu^^fuss^ undeceived 
him ; and the epp^iM^tJCe of the nar- 
rator singularly intemsted him. Hd 
was prevented from 'communicating' 
the truth to Adolphus hy the consi- 
deration of the singular^ roidbsion it 
would ci^tej and white he determined 
o 5 to 
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to watch the steps of Adolphus, he 
revolved in his own nrind the best 
means of unravelling this intricate 
web. The Countess was at that period 
at Riddarholmen. Tlie illness of Mehn- 
loa had affected her to that degree 
that her mind was again thrown back 
into a state of darkness; and Lau- 
lentius determined to wait until the 
recoveiy of his patient, when'heamght 
be enabled id advise with her what 


course it, was prudent to pursue Ubthe 
present emergency. He waited anjri- 
ously for this event, but to his inex.* 
pressible mortidcation her disease ac< 
quired new strength every day, and 
she was obliged to be closely confined 
to the apartments of the castle. When 
Laurentius mentioned this circum- 


Jllllpte to Adolphus, he recollected 
extraordinary figure which liad 
presented its^ to him in the chamber 


of Arvedina ; he concluded it was the 


Countess 
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Countess Eleonora lierself— his own 
mother — and he shrunk with terror 
on reflecting on this first awful meet* 
ing between a mother and her child. 
The recovery of the Countess was still 
extremely doubtful } and on the ar- 
rival of the Count to ctemand the 
exertion of the father’s skill , in pro- 
longing the life of Mehnlos, Lauren- 
tins wac almost determined to acquaint ' 
him with the, ■truth. Motives of deli- 
cacy «tiU restrained him, and he yield- 
ed to them ; but the moment when, 
in secret conference, the Count in- 
formed him of the imprisonment ctf 
Adolphus in consequence -of the dark 
inisinuations of R^zonico, Laurentius 
no longer hesitated to»» p^orm that 
duty which bis own sense of justice.- 
prompted and the sacred dictates of 

truth commanded, , He unfolded the 

% 

whole of Adolphus’s storljfj:©. the un- 
happy Count, as cautioialy as he could, 

G 6 and 
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and with a tender regard to the feel- 
ings of others. The miserable man, 
who still writhed under his bodily tor- 
ments, seemed inconsolable at tlie im- 
position which was practised upon him ; 
he breathed nothing but deadly ven- 
geance against the authors of it ; and 
Laurentius left him in horror at hear- 
ing his imprecations against the Count- 
ess, Herman, Melmlos, Rezzonico, and 
even Divine Frovidence itself. * 
When Laurentius quittc(Lthe cham- 
ber of Adolphus, it was already near 
morn, and tlie light'of the stars began 
to fade away before the splendour of 
the rising sun. Adolphus grew rest- 
less and feverish on his bed of down, 
and it was kpg *ei'c sleep visited his 
gilded cou^hp Prightfid visions dis- 
turbed his refit, and an hideous phan- 
j tom, 0*1' whose forehead the word 
DESTINY bufnod in letters of light, 
pursued him as be fled, and forcing 
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him on with the point of a mighty 
spear, thrust him towards the of 
a precipice j at wliicli moment Adol- 
phus awoke in terror. This dream af. 
fectedhinkvery sensibly, and he found 
it impossible to get rid of the thral- 
dom of fear. He emerged from the 
cumbrous magnificence which sur- 
rounded him, like a guilty shade, who 
wanders lonely and sad fiom a crime- 
polluted spot. He fblt that he was 
standing within the danger of the 
judgment, and yet he was innocent of 
all crime— -but that awful and sacred 
denunciation, “ the sins of the fathers 
“ shall be visited on the children^ 
took away from 4iim even the conso- 
lation of hope. ** 1 sacrificed to 
“ the manes of the injured,” thought 
Adolphus, “ for the crimes of my an- 
“ cestor I — Oh I Sigismund, when the 
“ evil one tempted feee to crimes, 
“ why was not thine arm stayed by the 

soul- 
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soul-harrowing thought, that thy 
** descendants, yet unborn, must pay 
“ the penalty ? How awful is the 
** thought of this entailed sufiering— 
this punishment felt in the remotest 
** branches, and thrilling with pain 
the extremities of distant genera- 
** tions ! Yet if a sacrifice, let me be 
♦* a guiltless and unspotted one. Oh 
God ! in my hour of calamity I fly 
** to thee — ^takd' me now unspotted, 
•* unpolluted. I bow my head to ve~ 
ceive thy avenging stroke — yet still 
“ I bless thy name, oh ! my God !’* 
Adolphus was fortified in his good 
resolutions by the counsels of Lauren- 
tius, and it was with considerable pain 
that he heard of his approaching de- 
parture. The Count had rcconipen'’ed 
hii 1 Tninificently for his journey and 
atteri'ance, and ln\ aflliiis would not 
p^’-ni't him to. Wikc a longer stay at 
» .onbwg. * 


Adolphus 
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Adolphus was now left to t!ie en- 
joyment of his splendid misery, and it 
was with an aching heart tiaat he par- 
took of the sumptuous banquet which 
was provided for him. The Count 
was sufficiently recovered to preside on 
this occasion in the great hall. It 
was with considerable })leasure that 
Adolphus obseiwcd that Rezzonioo did 
not pppear j but he felt too much 
awed by the strangenAs of his situa- 
tioq, to trust himself with any disclo- 
sure of his suspicions respecting him, 

in his conversation with his fatlier. 

• 

The Count’s character and manners 
were not of that description which in- 
vites the young and the dependant to 
openness of heart. His aspect was 
forbidding, and he knew no medium 
between the cold austerity ol‘ imposing 
manner and the warmth of an un- 
guarded temper, whicli ^ould at times 
break through all restraint. Adolphus 

lelt 
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felt hlniiclf ciiilled in his presence, 
and it was %vlih consideriible reluctance 
he obeyed tlie Count’s orde? (after his 
grooms had withdrawn) to relate to 
him the events c>f Ids lile. 

Adolphus, while he obeyed his fa- 
ther, gave bat a diinf outline of w)iat 
we have already related, and he did 
not allow' himself to relate the secrets 
of his attacinneut C) fliida. in. relat- 
ing the mysterious ajipearance of the 
Hungarian, the Count’s attention jvas 
deeply vcxciled •, he was Ihriiwu into 
violeiii agilatiOJi, and the doep groans 
which he inu‘;'''d shewed that liis 
frame shook vdlii a recollecliou of a 
similar comnuituon with the w'oiid 
of spiritSc Adoiyilius, who feared that 
his father might be visited with an at- 
tack similar to that which be )iad wit- 
nessed on the preceding evening, ra- 
pidly passed c^er tliis part of his nar- 
rative, and hastened to describe the 

friendly 
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fi ioadiy recepi.Jor« wi?idi lie had 
wall from Axel Olof, and the .iUea~ 
lioa of' those i.<oa(l peatiaats, to whom 
he attributed liis bcini; -.aved frtwa m- 
eiilahle deatiu The Count coin'd no 
longer bniok ihc* nrai-^es wltich Adol- 
ph u.s uueoiisciou6lj' bestowed upon 
those wIkmu his fath.’r c.hosc to deno- 
minate ids bitieresi ^nii.mies. 

“ Never/* mied the Count, “ let 
“ thf!.v hutelul n...mc fjollute the lips 
“ of, a d'.'M endaal <h' mine — they ai'e 
“ eiiemivs to me and miu '. 1 abhor 

" them, and eonld our.i^' ilnhr iiearts* 
“ best blood. Nay, Ad.oljihus, do not 
“ remonstrate with ‘.our father- — it is 
“ enough for thei- to kiiow .1 excc-ate 
their hated race. I And' ij .ui — I 
“ should hate a son who did t rurse 
“ them with me. Nay, 1 otild an- 
“ niliilale him — lea'o h-e to wither 
“ on the duughili ut’ ' k( society he 
“ had ckosen, and view #ith pleasure 

“ his 
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bis bones bleacliing on the spot 
where first rnr.k his dishonoured 
“ name ! Full on thy knees, my son — 
“ lift up to heaven thy hands as 1 do 
“ now, and tliem. Let our ina- 
“ lediction fall heavy on them. May 
** the curse of pestilence and loathsome 
“ disease strike them — and may fa- 
" mine blast them — for t/ie^ have curs- 
ed me and mine for ever 1” a 
While the ‘Count still knelt, and 
Adolphus, horror struck, would Aiave 
braved even the anger of las terrible 
father sooner than obey him in his 
wicked purpose, they were inteiTupted 
by the tolling of a dismal bell. The 
iCount started up and furiously de- 
manded what it meant. “ It is th» 
bell of death,” replied Adolphus* 
and just at that moment a chorus of ■ 
voices were heard chauntiug a requiem. 

It is the ihincral of Mehnlos,” ob- 
served Ad(!?lphus. The bddy now 

passed 
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)>nssecl the grand entrance, followed 
by the vassals who had attended on 
the deceased. A number of youths 
iseaded the procession, strewing nose- 
gays aiong the ])ath which led to the 
cemetery, and it was closed by Rez- 
/onico, wlio followed with his face 
concealed in his vestments, as though 
the hypocrite mourned him whom he 
had sent to his ut)timely doom. 

Tlic appearance of t^is melancholy 
cerr^mony seemed to have gpven a new 
turn to the t-ount’s ideas — his eyes 
sparkled with rage, ami lie was com- 
pletely inliamed by th ,‘ anpearance of 
Herman, who crossed t. 'Otnt to 
give some directions respect ng the 
interment. Transported witli fiuy, the 
Count rushed after him, and Adol- 
phus, glad to escape from a scetie 
which iiad been so harrowing to his 
feelings, and impressed the dread- 
ful thoiight that he owe® liis being to 

a man 
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a man whom he could not love, sought 
the retirement of his own apartment, 
where he passed another night,— -joy- 
less, hopeless, and unrcfreshed. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Toi oeitlier mau nor AUgel can discern 
Hypociisy, the only e\ il that w^ks 
Invisible, except to God alone. 

By Ins pel missive wiU through Heav'n and earth. 

Milton. 

R BzzoNico had witnessed with the deep- 
est surprise the events which had lately 
taken place at Cronberg. With some 
mysteries which concerned the families 
of De Beaumarchais and Mmmer he 
had become acquainte4> hy having 
discovered an iron boSufull of papers 
in the ruins of St.Bloifc at the time 
that Adolphus paid his last visit to the 
seat of his supposed ancestors. Of the 
events which had taken place the pre- 
ceding evening, he did «ot enteftain 
the remotest suspicion } wt he suffer- 
ed 
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ed not his mind to be stunned or over- 
powered by occurrences which he Imd 
not foreseen, or by chances which he 
had not calculated. Active, wily, 
and adroit, he studied the characters 
in the awful drama in which he acted 
so principal a part, and he discrimi- 
nated those delicate shades in them, 
which were reflected from the varpng 
events of each succeeding dhy. It 
was not without infinite study and con- 
templation that Rezzonico had 'been 
enabled to lift himself above the heads 
of the lazy drones of his order j — his 
elevation above his fellows, and that 
distinction which he had gained be- 
yond the nanow and jealous world of 
his mohastery, he had obtained neither 
by superior sanctity, deeper learning, 
valuable friends, nor powerful inter- 
est — ^he owed it to his quick observa- 
tion of chaff f^ter alone,— >to his speedy 
developnWt of it, and his consequent 

yielding 
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yielding subserviency. By these meant 
he quickly insinuated himself into the 
good opinion of his brother Francis- 
cans, and upon their shoulders he rose 
to elevation. His well timed and art- 
ful flattery— his meek demeanor-— his 
indulgence and wilful blindness to 
their faults and crimes, procured for 
him the friendship and protection of 
the great, while the talent and won- 
derful resources of minJ which he dis- 
played in the overthrow of his ene- 
mies, struck those who vilified him 
witli dismay, and bound his friends 
still closer to him by the ties of admi- 
ration and fqar, Re^zonico pondered 
much and* deeply reflected — ^he ana- 
lyzed the past, and seemed to scan the 
future. From the honour of the Ab- 
bot’s chair in the monastery of St. 
Bridget’s, his eye rose to the posses- 
sion of the estates of C<^|mt Morner 
and a bishop’s crozier. l»e was daz- 
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zled with the blushing hqnours of a 
caixlinal — his ear already seemed to 
feast on the title <rf your minencet and 
his vision ascended until it rested on 
the beatified mitre of St.-Petei*, which 
it contemplated in distant perspective* 
surrounded by all the splendours of 
the Vatican. 

When it was <lisc6vered that Adol- 
phus was the son of Count Momer, 
the principal ‘'Obstacle was removed 
which stood in the way of his brethren 
of St.*^ Francis, and the enjoyment of 
the reversion of tlie estates of St. Blois 

r 

seemed to be indisputably confirmed 
to them. But in the person of the 
Count d’ Auvergne, the father of the 
Countess MarceUina, they had still a 
pai#i^ul copipetitor* for it was re- 
ported that he bad demanded of the 
King the investiture of this fief, as a 
reward for setvices* which had been 
^il^picuoujlf in.the wars with' the Hu. 

gonots. 
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gooots. Besides, it was more desir- 
able to obtain the immense possessions 
of Count Momer by a bequest, in 
which the services of the confessor 
himself would not be forgotten, than 
to become the mere - partner in the 
division of a disputed succession in 
France. The personal influence which 
Rezzonico had acquired over the King 
of Sweden would serve him materially 
in his views of advancement ; and, in- 
deed? he looked upon the strengthen- 
ing of this monarch in the principles 
of the Catholic reli^on, and the pros- 
pect of bringing back the whole na- 
tion to the allegiance of their ancient 
faith, as services which would act pow- 
erfully in his favour, and add- great 
weight to the influence which he had 
already acquired at the Holy See. 

Of all the vices which disfigured the 
mind of Rezzonico,- hypo^isy predo- 
minated. To so great a’^degree did 

VOL. II. H ^ he 
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he carry this vice, that in his affected 
zeal for the interests of his religion j 
in the enthusiasm with whieh he es- 
poused the cause of the holy church, 
he begot that warmth which at first he 
only affected, and while his zeal ra- 
pidly kindled, he absolutely deceived 
himself in thinking that he acted only 
for the interest of the church, at the 
moment that jie was i^lely actxffited by 
a regard to his own. In tlve advance- 
ment of these two gicat designs, which 
were seldom separated in the mind of 
Rezzonico, he allowed no obstacle ei- 
ther of morality or conscience to in- 
tervene. He was calloil^ of heart, and 
troubled with no morbid sensibilities 
of nature. His iron constitution seem- 
ed to have steeled him against all the 
advances of ‘‘tlie softer emotions of the 
soul, and he set in motion the weaker 
.iriasses of n|^kind, as mere puppets of 
his will, (iitting them against one 

another 
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another in strife and in blood, as if he 
claimed no inheritance of common na- 
ture with them, but merely looked 
upon them as machines who were pre- 
destinated to abide his calling and per- 
form his bidding. He was, therefore, 
familiar with crime and prodigal of 
life ; yet even he was obliged to excite 
all the powers of his understanding, and 
call upon all the resources of his ca- 
suistry, in order to cope ^ith an enemy 
which sometimes stirred up rebellion 
within him: this foe was his con- 
science. In order to stDl its voice, he 
would look abroad and glut his thirst 
for destruction with the roaring of the 
thunder, and the raging of tlic storm ! 
He would send his imagination on the 
wing, and he would view the fire 
of heaven striking the of tlie 

palace, and the roof of the cottage, 
with equal wrath. He&beheld the 
corse of the unjust man bl^kening in 
* 2 * * '* its 
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its light ; yet the same bolt had crushed 
the meek piety of fourscore, and had 
descended in wrath upon the humble 
and blessed head. He distinguished 
amid the darkness of the waters, and 
the crashing qf the elements, the portly 
argosies of the rich, the pious, and the 
brave : he drank in their shrieks in 
the pauses of the storm, and their calls 
on that God who seemed to have for- 
saken them ih their need. And now 
all is still, save the wind’s deep qrgan, 
which seems to discours'j of the won- 
ders of God, and of the world to come, 
while it y^afts their unhearsed remains 
on the gloomy wave ! “ Where are 

“ they now?” Rezzonico would ex- 
claim,^ they are sunk and swallowed 
up for aye-— youth, age;, and infancy 
“ are bou^d in brotherly bands tp- 
“ gether, and gone to view the won- 
*\ ders of tfie deep I”, But when he 
elevated h^, ken^ and took in a larger 

expanse 
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expanse of human misery — ^w'hen he 
viewed the thousands and tens of thou- 
sands sacrificed in battle, and when he 
counted the heaps of the slain : when 
famine and pestilence descended upon 
the earth : what millions were sacrificed 
to the will of the all-powerful ; how 
insignificant were the lives of count- 
less thousands when they thwarted his 
designs, or impeded the^immense scale 
of his operations ! what should it avail, 
therefore, in the eye of man ? — ^in the 
eye of him vvho had devoted himself 
to his service, and covered himself 
with the robe of his blessedness ?. . . . 

By such wretched sophistry did Rez- 
zonico endeavour tolull that still small 
voice, which vainly whispered to 
him, when his passions ruled in their 
strength, and when he thought he was 
fain tojobey : but the time must come 
to all wheii it will be hea^|^ and woe 
to those to whom imvoic^sounds ter- 
H 9 rible 
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rible and appaling ! The ai tful monk 
saw the necessity of clianging towards 
Adolphus his manner, in proportion to 
the latter’s change of fortune. He 
rarely intruded himself in his presence, 
and when he did, he was meek and 
seemingly devout, taciturn and hum- 
ble. The courage \\hich Adolplms 
had shewn in baffling the personal at- 
tacks of Rezj^onico, caused the* monk 
to shrink from another personal ren- 
contre. He seemed now to have' coil- 
^ up into himself allthe'^deceitfol and 
dangerous sinuosities of his^exteiior, 
and be retired within his lair, couch- 
ing and vigilant, until he saw the sea- 
son approaching that would once more 

I 

pii|: his prey within his reach. 

j'Count Morner had latterly become 
displeased t^th Adolphus: the gloss 
of novelty no longer gave attractions 
to his new-jfcund so^ Kb became ca- 
pricious, fi/tful 4ild scipicieus towards 

him 
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him — he recollected the warmth with 
which he had defended the Olofs, and 
this galled him. Besides Adolphus 
had really drooped of late ; his vivacity 
forsook him, and his manner became 
frequently spiritless and vapid. The 
Count, who observed this change, chid 
him and remonstrated with him in 
vain : he complained also of Adolphus 
at the very moment when it was his 
own mind which teemed* with all the 
evils he attributed to his son : and, ia 
the course of^me, his very suspicipnfi 
begot the evCi themselves. If Adolphus 
was silent and gloom3^,the Count would 
imagine it wa&, owing to a discovery of 
his crimes,, or was meant to reproach 
him with his. misfortuUes. If gay andt 
vcdublo, the CouUt imagined he he^ 
held a monster who treated his unfoB» 
tunate father with disrespect, who ha^ 
imported the f 
to expos«iif the 


vity of vicious Climest 
fwiisterity ^ his own 
H 4^ ^ manners. 
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manners, and who threatened to de- 
stroy the dignity of his household, by 
the contagion of vulgar gaiety and 
boisterous mirth. Under the influ- 
ence of this treatment, Adolphus found 
it impossible to please ; and he saw, 
with grief and regret, that he every 
day lost some portion of the Count’s 
favour, who would sometimes eye him 
with disgust and suspicion, and would 
then suddenly relapse into paroxysms 
of tenderness and affection. The Count 
had demanded of Rezzonico whether 
he had observed this change in the 
planner of AdolpKus. The confessor, 
who wished to converse on this subject 
guardedly, replied, with affected in- 
^fference, that he had observed and 
lamented the change. The Count, 
after a pause, during which he had 
collected sufficient confidence to ex- 
press his \wnder at the cause which 
had disturbjpd his son’s tranquillity, de- 
' ' • manded 
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manded of the confessor whether he 
could guess the source from whence it 
proceeded? The confessor artfully 
took upon himself the defence of Adol- 
phus, but it was only to betray him in 
consequences still more fatal to his 
repose. He finally suggested to the 
Count, that at the age of Adolphus, 
there were few passions which domi- 
neered with greater violence than love, 
and to prevent him falling into the snare 
of s®me base-born beauty, (if he unfor- 
tunately hafv not already fallen into 
that predicament, ‘‘which God, in his 
mercy, ’’said the confessor, “avert from 
“your illustrious house!”) it became the 
Count to consider of an alliance wor- 
thy of his son, worthy of his' endow- 
ments and of his rank. 

“ *Tis well thought of/’ '"replied the 
Count musing. 

“ His protracted stay^^ the cottage 
** of thos? wretbhed peasants has al-, 
H 5 “ waya 
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" ^ays astonished me,” observed Rez. 
zonico ; “ He stayed there long after 
he was cured of his wounds by Lau- 
rentius.” 

“ He sojourned long, too long, by 
“ heavens !” exclaimed the Count 
stamping with fury. 

"^'And yet their kindness to him 
“ seems extraordinary,” said Rezzo- 
nico, 

“ Most extraordinary,” cried the 
Count ; and from such base vulgar 
“ loons.” 

“ Yet not without a design,” art- 
fully observed Rezzonico, were they 
** kind. ’Tis honoiu*, courtesy, and the 
** polish of exalted birth throws open 
“ the hklls of our nobles to the house- 
“ less stranger. ’Tis interest, sordid 
interest alone which sways the vul- 
“ gar hind. I have often thought, ...” 
“What Ij'ast thou thought, con- 
^ “ fessor ?” 
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** fessor denKmded the Count anxi> 
ously. 

’Tis but a thought, a surmise,” 
said llezzonico. 

“ Be not so tedious in your pre- 
“ amble,” said the Count hastily. 

“ That Christina,” continued llez* 
zonico.— 

“ Hah ! Olof’s daughter,” excladra- 
ed the Count. 

** May have gained* the affections 
« ofj your son,” said Rezzonico,— • 
“ but the zetl with which 1 espouse 
the interests of your illustrious fa- 
“ mily may have letl me to magnify 
“ trifles which may be illusive and 
** fallacious— there is a way — but, I 
“ fear, my Lord, I weary you.’’ 

** Proceed, confessor j you cannot 
** tire me on this theme.— I love that 
boy. — Yes, Heaven knows, with all 
his faults, be is entwine^ round my 
“ heart.” 

H G “I meant 
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** I meant to obSeiVe,” continued 
Rezzonico, “ that we may discover if 
our suspicions are falsely grounded, 
** by proposing for your son's accept- 
“ ance an eligible alliance; — ^the young 
« Baroness Ribbing, for instance— 
she is fair, and rich withal.” 

“ 'Tis excellent, good father ; this 
“ thought is good and admits of quick 
” dispatch.” 

“ Nay, but 'there is an obstacle,” 
said Rezzonico; “ the lady is a c^tho* 
“ lie, and your son. . . . has not yet 
“ abjured Lutheranism. — I say not 
“ yet. . . . for the novelty of this new 
“ religion has lasted long enough — 
** the fashion has gone by— and it is 
“ now full time for men of senseand 
** of noble rank to lead the way and 
‘‘ return to the God of their lathers 
” the God of Abraham, and of 
“ Isaac,” Mntinued Rezzonico de- 
voutly cros/ing himself. 


“Adolphus 
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“ Adolphus is yet a Lutheran I” ex- 
claimed the Count with astonishment. 

So seldom was the Count penetrated 
by any sincere religious feeling, that his 
thoughts very rarely pointed that way, 
except in the hours when his disease 
preyed upon him. He now saw the 
immense consequence it was to the 
future advancement of Adolphus that 
he should abjure Lutheranism ; for 
since the king of Sweden had adopted 
the religion of the church of Rome, 
the favour^ of the court flowed en- 
tirely among those who were of that 
persuasion. 

Rezzonico perceived from the 
Count’s agitation, that he had at 
length struck the chord on which 
the destinies of Adolphus would vi- 
brate. He eyed the Count with a 
malignant smile of satisfaction when 
he beheld all the father rising up 
withih him, and saw'^iim. struggling 

‘ with 
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liiat feeling which is ^read 
through every link of nature, which 
led him to cherish and give full vOnt 
to' the yearnings ©f affection which 
bound him with irresistible force to 
his own heart’s blood, — and the pe” 
culiar'cast of mind which distinguished 
the man, which would not allow bk» 
to brook opposition in an inferior, but 
impelled him to break down into obe. 
dience tlie impudent arrogation of in» 
dependence of mind that dared to 
resist the Shew of his auti^ority, and 
which induced him to treat those de«« 
pendents who did not surrender into 
his hands the powers of their under- 
standing and the free charter of rea.. 
ma, as enemies to his peace and rebels 
to his will. Rezzonico ventured to . 
suggest that Adolphus could not resist 
the influence of his father’s example. 
-ia*A son to differ from his father in 
the important .article qf their faiclv-^ 


to 
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to ^teek Heaven by a different gate ;— 
'■twas youth reproaching age with cri- 
minal error, v’ith bliirdness, or with 
ignorance ; — *twas foul, presumptuous, 
and most unnatural. 

** Let this day pass over our heads,'* 
said the Count, striking his forehead 
•with energy ; “ but, good father, on 
*♦ the morrow we shall see Adolphus 

“ at* the blessed mass, or better 

“ it were for him he had never been 
« bom !” 

Rezzoni^ was now* satisfied at hav- 
ing sown {his seed of discord between 
father and son, for he was convinced 
that trifles, light as air, would soon 
undermine him in^the mind of his ca- 
pricious and jealous father. -The con- 
fessor had no occasion in this point to 
hoodwink his conscience, or dazzle it 
with a specious lure ; he certainly 
acted on tliis occasion jy:cording to his 
sense jof justice, which^mwortunately 

' was 
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was never tempered with mercy. His 
bigotry was so excessive, that he deem* 
ed he was performing an act pleasing 
in the eyes of God when he persecuted 
the members of sectarian churches. 
The holiness of the end, in his opi- 
nion, purified and justified the means, 
and the same conviction which led 
him to destroy the son through the 
heart of his father, would have- jus- 
tified him in tearing his limbs asunder 
on the rack, or binding him to. the 
stake of persecution. ReA«onico did 
not calculate upon the consequences of 
this difference alone for the consumma- 
ation of his work j there was another 
bolt about to descend on the head of 
the Count which Rezzonico had sped, 
and the consequences of which he had 
contemplated from afar. 

Since Adolplius had appeared in the 
character of the Count’s heir, Count 
Morner had l/een lea» devoted "to the 


cause 
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cause of the church — ^less zealous — ^less 
liberal, and consequently, in the opi- 
nion of the confessor, less devout. 
Touching those rich moveables which 
the Count had promised as a donation 
to the abbey of St. Bridget, Rezzo- 
nico could obtain no satisfaction ; and 
the Count had put him oft’ on this sub- 
ject most scurvily from day to day. 
The confessor determined to strike a 
decisive blow, which should at once 
put the Count’s life .and reputation in 
his power / and according as he wish- 
ed to be chary of them, so might he 
barter them against his estate. Rez* 
zonico’s secret visits to Herman, the 
Count’s confidant, had been frequent 
of late ; but the monk found it difficult 
at first to infuse any principles of reli- 
gious terror into a mind which seemed 
to be without a knowledge of the Di- 
vinity itself. Over a mind of this 
stamp*, Kezzottico foun^d he could ac- 
quire 
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ijuirc but little power; ainJaltbough 
liis situation as confessor gave him 
iyiiinense advantages in probing the 
minds of others and sifting them as he 
listed — using the awful name of die 
Most High, and the fears of an herc- 
id’ter, as the common instruments /of 
his trade in gaining the secrets of the 
guilty heart, in order to eilect his own 
purposes, and pretending a more than 
common initeresf in the welfare of 
others, when he was utterly regardless, 
of aught blit Ids own — he ^t found it, 
unsafe to tamper with Hcrfnan, and. 
he feared lest the smallest false step ip, 
so delicate a quarter might betray turn 
to the Count, and ruin his prospect^ 
for ever, - 

An unlooked-for incident gave .tp 
RezEonico t% opportunity wislued* 
an4 fupplied JMa with the means 
«|iecuting his fell purpose. The sight 
i^dierman on the ev^ng of the fis. 

neral 
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neral ceremony of Mebnlos had ex- 
cited all the fury of the Count’s mind, 
on account of liis having assisted in 
the substitution of this spurious off- 
spring for his own. So great was his 
angerj that he forgot the decorum 
and dignity of his rank, and irritated 
by the calm replies of Herman, the 
Count felled him twice to the earth, 
’Hiis unfortunate sally of temper, 
heightened perhaps by the refusal of 
Adolphus to join him in his hatred of 
the family of 01of‘, was the source 

from whence the Count was over- 
» 

whjplmed with new misfortunes, and 
&om which Rezzonico derived his pre- 
sent herpes, Tlie gloomy Hermar^ 
mute an^ indignant at receit'iiig thia 
disgrace before his fellows, hied him 
to a solitarif chamber, ^here in darki» 
ness and in solitude Jte brooded over 
the unworthy treatment he had receiv- 
ed-, His grief found v^nt neitlier iu 

* tears 
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tears nor sighs, hut curses loud and 
terrible marked the deep feeling which 
he harboured of his wrongs. For some 
hours he refused food — he appeared 
inconsolable, and it seemed to be with 
a bitter pang he parted with the only 
virtue which humanized him — loyalfy 
to his master. Rezzonico had wit- 
nessed this scene with indifference in 
his eye, while liis heart was overMow- 
ing with joy. 

While Herman was consuming 'the 
gloomy hours of his sedujion in- me- 
ditating vengeance and summing up a 
dreadful reckoning, Rezzonico pre- 
sented himself before him at dead of 
night, and with a well feigned sin- 
cerity he‘ condoled with him, and be- 
sought him to take comfort and advice. 
Rezzonico glanced artfully at the in- 
jriSttitude of the Count, and he let 
*11 words, with seeming inadvertence, 
which led Herman tQ suspedt that the 
‘ Coant 
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Count had criminated him to Ilezzo- 
nico in confession — a suspicion which 
alarmed Herman beyond measure, and 
which was the very drift which Rez- 
zonico aimed at. From the compas- 
sion which Rezzonico affected when 
hp spoke of Herman’s late quarrel 
with the Count, he endeavoured to 
insinuate that there was some scheme 
of vengeance in contemplation, against 
which it behoved Herman to be upon 
his guard. To Herman’s guilty con- 
science th is** appeared but too probable, 
and from nis knowledge of the Count’s 
character*, he determined not to leave 
his life in his power. Rezzonico quit- 
ted Herman with an ardent expression 
of hope that he might yet .avoid the 
calamities which impended over him, 
and with aj^ assurance of his own per- 
sonal attachment and protection, which 
he might securely reckon on in what- 
ever iftruggles i^ might be his fate^to 

encounter. 
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encounter. Rezzonico liad promised 
to visit Herman on the followii^ morn- 
ing ; but when he reached the gloomy 
ciiamber in which he had been con- 
cealed, the confessor found, to his in- 
expressible joy, that he had fled from 
the castle. Assuming a seeming ig- 
norance of this ewnt, he endeavoured 
so to comport himself that the Count 
might be compelled to require liis as- 
sistance in this emergency. 

Count Mbrner had missed Herq^an 
for several days, and as lie suspected 
the reason of his absence, hi had con- 
ned over a kind of apology to repeat 
to Ms confidant when they should 
meet. Day after day passed over 
without kis appearing, and at length 
the Count became exceedingly alarai- 
he mqui|ed anxiously aft^ him, 
gaye peremptmy orders tliat he 
•hould attend his presence forth^itii. 
fl^ various excuses which his Vassals 

had 
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had made for Herman’s absence were 
now of no use, and they were obliged 
reluctantlyto tell their lord the truth. 
The agitation into which the Count 
was thrown by his flight w'as so ex- 
treme, that he was threatened with a 
return of one of his usual attacks. He 
leaned by turns for support on the 
tenderness which Adoljrluis always ex- 
pressed for him whenever his father 
was cast down by calamity, and on the 
well affected attachment which Rez- 
zonico seemed anxious to press upon 
him in his? hour of need. RezzonicO 
Avent further ; he expatiated on the ad- 
vantages which religious consolation 
gives us, and on that assistance which 
we may derive from on high in out 
hour of calamity. He glanced on the 
prodigious power of the Chui'ch of 
Rome — he dwelt on the immense im 
fluence which the Holy Pontiff’ pos- 
sessed over almost all the courts ; of 

Europe 
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Europe-r-he eulogized the amenity of 
his character, and that indulgence 
which he shewed towards his children, 
be their crimes ever so great — to those 
who were willing to make sacrifices for 
the good of the Church, and for the 
honour of God’s true religion — to 
those who were disposed to barter the 
treasures of this world for the treasures 
of the w'orld to coine. «• 

Xhe holy 'father was about to touch 
once more on those rich moveq^bles 
which oftce appertained tb the Abbey, 
when the Cpunt interrupted him. 

“ Be their crimes ever so great, . . 
was it not so, confessor ?” 

Yes,” continued Rezzonico, “were 
** they uf the deepest die ! How many 
“ have I redeemed in my time, of the 
“ highest rank among mankind, from 
paying the peru^ty of sin ! from the 
“ extreme of corporal suffering and 
“ from the ^eternity of spiritual tor- 
^ ‘ ment ! 
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ment ! In many noble families feuds 
“ have arisen, which I have stilled. 
“ The galls of their'* domestic vipers 
“ have overflowed ; they have turned 
** traitors to their liege lord, and they 
have stung the hand upon whose 
** hospitable hearth they have badced 
“ and crept into existence. Their 
masters have, through their slander, 
“ become suspected of oimes.” 

“ Suspected of crimes I** repeated the 
Count, ** and i; there no charity which 
« covers the crime itself ?>»the actual 
“ commission, the dread and terrible 
“perpetration?!” 

“ I have said it,’* observed Reazo- 
nico ) “ there is no crime too deep~ 
“ no sin too red but may be ex- 
“ piated, be it**’ (continue(i he, pierc- 
ing the Count with his 'sOrufiaizhig 
look) “ sacrilege — iciest —dxeason— 
“ robbery— ^murder !” » 

“ What W!is that ?” exclmmed the 
VOL. II. T Count, 
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Count, starting tearfully backward, 
“ methought I heard a voice cry miir- 
“ tier !” 

“ It was my voice, good my lord ; 
“ I said that even murder may be 
“ expiated,” replied the confessor 
calmly. 

No doubt, no doubt, there are 

“ some examples of that crime which 

“ stand within the limits of God’s 

“ pardon ; but in the same sin, there 

“ are degrees of iniquity limits per- 

“ ceptible and definable. From the 

“ light crimes repentance washes away 

“ down to the deepening shailes which 

“ end in hell’s lowest gidph — from 

“ thence, nor prayers, nor alms — re- 
* 

“ pentance, nor even thy preaching 
and ab^lution, good father, can re- 
^jfcleem » sinner, ^ost for aye !” 

“ Oh, believi^t not,” replied Rez- 
zonico, “ this is schism, deep heresy 
•* against opr church ! and here with 

“ proof 
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“ proof of holy writ I could solve 
« your doubts. If’we take all the ag- 
“ gravating circumstances of a crime 
“ in its most complicated case — the 
“ crime of murder for instance, as 
“ thus the murder of a ” 

“ Father ?” interrupted the Count 
with emotion. 

“ Let it be so,” cried Rezzouico, 
” the murder of a fatllbr !” 

“ By Heaven's light he echoes me, 
“ and makes a mocking of me 1” ex- 
claimed the Count w'ith rage — ” I was 

about to say, father, anotheif time I 
“ shall listen to thee.” 

“ And touching those moveables of 
“ the Abbey?” observed the con- 
fessor. 

“ Another time will hearken to 
“ your demand, co^essor,” cried the 
Count. 

Rezzonico bowed mihkly ai^d with- 
drew, while the Cdunt, Whp was quite 
I ^ e^austed 
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^hau^ed the events of the day, 
retired to Wfe chamber. 

' Codmt MBrUer had spoken to Adol- 
jAus on tbe'^bject of his adopting the 
Cktbolic faith, bnt he met with a rc- 
%tetJltibe so firm, and -at the same time 
thjtt he could not help 
his son's ihotives, and ad- 
ntMtig' those’ ar^tnents which had 
bhen oflttin urged by himself 

in the sSKhe'-c^iise. 'But the more ad- 
ti(fiAble''JHe'’fBuntf his arguments and 
the 'ih6re Uft'-’haken his resolution to 
hbM^by'the Lutheran faith, the great* 
et'beoiill^^lihe Count's impatience to 
bend him to his purpose. His son's 
senfiunents were the very same in 
aitiiich h'e had formerly gloried } but 
llince he ha^ fallen from the lofty in- 
depeiidence of mind which had graced 
tl^Hbrighter yeafs^his fife, ami had 
jpibome the topi of a specious hypo* 
terite, whose Jyranny was e^al^lished 
^ ' from 
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from the moment that he could make 
no resistance against the terrors of hi^ 
own conscience tiji© Conni, could not 
bear to cQgten^date in hi»,own child 
the living memento of his disgrace and 
shame ; and with the same violence 
with which he had once loved and de> 
fended, he now hated and repr^ted 
those whio dissented fior the Cbueeh 
of Co^e. i|e could bear to see hia 
son marked with the faults and foibles 
which were peculiarly his own, but be 
could not endure to see him advancing 
pretensio’-s to form a. scale of his own 
of |ight wrong— of re^|^, jus- 

tice and civil policy, different froip 
that which he himself chose to set up, 
his ^emper was violent,* so w^ 
his resolves. Titc severe measures 
which he intended to psh^sue against 
Adolphus, jSiid tl^ fears which agi- 
tated him in conse^iienqe of the •flight 
pf I^erraan, strewed iris pillow with 
I 3 \ bitter 
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bitter meditations, and caused this 
wretched man to spend a slccples!, 
night. 

It was towards the dawning of da) , 
Adolpluis was awakened by deep 
groans, which seemed to piocecd fioin 
a distant part of his chamber j his 
watcli-lainp had expired, and he could 
not discern any thing in the obscurity 
of his apartmentj lie approached the 
casement ; through the dark and me- 
lancholy screen of pines w'hich fenced 
the ch^eau round, he bcK eld the faint 
beams of day-break tinging the night 
with paj^e and lucid streaks j but the 
tnomli^lp - was chill and sullen, thq 
clouds lowefc4 dark and heavy, and 
f|X?tn their extremities streams of blue 
light seemed to play like the passing 
gleams of distant lightnings. In cross- 
ing the chamber to retui n to l»is bed, 
Adolphus fell ovei^a man’s body which 
lay extended on the^floor, au<J which 

sent 
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sent forth piteous groans the moment 
he |»uchecl it. Adolphus raised it, 
and by thoj increasing light which now 
gleamed on itff countenance, he per- 
ceived, witfi horror, that it was his 
lather whom he held in his arms. He 
carried the Count to the bed, the 
warmth of which soon restored him; 
but the instant he opened his eyes, 
they glared wildly on Adolphus. -i~ 
“ It is there again ! —Avaunt, horrible 
“ vision ! — save me, Heaven !” ex- 
claimed the tount, and dropped onc^ 
more senseless. 

Adolphus was greatly agitd^[ j he 
feared to leave his father arenSi lest 
he should expire in hid' absence; and 
yet he coidd not otherwise summon 
his attendants. After many efforts, 
he ' at length -succeeded in reviving 
him. “ Where 1?” denaanded 
the Count. 

4 “la 
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“ Jn the arms of ytmr sou,’^ replied 
Adolphus. 

“ My beloved Adolphus! — ahl yes, 
“ I recoUect, I sought your chamber— 
^ •* when that terrible spectre'! — he 
“ pursued me I But,* .approach, ray 
son, your eyes are darkling^ and a 
mist, ohscures your features : let me 
** f4el thee, and press something of 
“ warmth and of life near my heart— 
** , and not that' terrible cold haml ' 

Adolphus embraced his father, and 
endeavoured to dispel his fears» He 


attempted to prove that he was under 
the i^ence of one of l^ose terrible 
and Warming dreams, which*, the 
CfjpsenueoGe df, jveak nefy§s and ini. 
table halite. 

** Oh ! no, my sop^ it was pot one of 
“ th^se^jdread 'fenqes, peopled/jrith 
f hortid imagCi^ which when it dis- , 


« solves, ijlouble bj^ng.to the 
'■ ^ ‘ “ light 
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“ light of day, and increa&ics'tlie con- 
“ scions pleasures of existence. No, 
“ no, it was not ' a drea:^ 5 it came 
“ across me terrible and threatening ! 
" with my waking eyes saw kitnf 
“ beneath the lightning 65^* his look 
** pdwerfess I suiik— I felt the chilled 
“ atmospfifete of an immortal s|iirit ! 
'* I bdheld his^ SeareA ‘tvounrfs : I ‘felt 
“ the icy tobcAi of that^cold ani bloody 
“ hand' ! * Adolplius, tell me, can this 
** bo a tisiqh ? can the quiet* oP our 
“ feeble exist^nc6 be broklK by sudfi 
“ dreams thfe ? can the ^oiil wake 
“ and mingle ’in the' el^ter^^p of 
“ disembodied spirits?^ or is h in 
** mockqiy of our frail and fleshly te* 

“ nement, that our mind is food for 
*' the shatfi ani bitter tooth trf agony, 

“ add suflferi undftr* hil the cotjwf^al 
“ inflnhity of pain, ‘"’'while ‘the wa^le 
** inould ^Ich ^eti^elo|fi''’ft lie^ at 
1 5 . “ rest 
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“ rest ? Oh 1 nc, Adolphus, this is 
“ not to dream. I was aroused by 
“ the rushing of immortal pinions, and 
“ my chamber was filled with the 
“ light of Heaven’s own glory! O 
God I he stood frowning and terrible 
“ in his wrath 1 . . that vampire spirit 
“ settled on me, aM* seemed to feed 
on the life’s bift^^bf my heart. It 
was there, — 'twas in that terrible 
“ hour, I struggled with an immortal 
“ spirit I... but even that could I ^are, 
“ who would dare all I but I could not 
“ abide bis look ! that look which is 
evsm' present to’ me! That look 
“ blasted me, annihilated me : it i c- 
“.^^dqced my strength to dust. '1 would 
” in diat moment have changif^l all my 
« honours for his bloody shroud ! A.. 
“ do^hps, I fled from that terrible 
spirit ! I, fled to you for succour, — 
I fled from him whom the same 

blessed 
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“ blessed mother bore: for know, 
“ Adolphus, it was my brother’s 
“ spirit!”, 

1^, The countenance of Adolphus shew- 
ed the terrible emotions of his soul at, 
this dreadful account: the words of 
comfort came faultering from his 
tongue, and he looked round him 
anxiously, as if he dreaded each mo- 
ment to behold some horrible appari- 
tion emerging from t!ke dusky obscu- 
rity of the chamber ! 

V These are but dreams, my fa- 
‘‘ ther,” r-yoined Adolphus, “Quietly 
“ sleep the dead in theinj^rro^S; 
“ cells.” ' ^ ^ 

, V Look now ! look now !*?•■ exclahs^ 
ed the*^^ount, interrupting hhn, “is 
“ this a dream, that you cannot be- 
“ hold yon terrible figure ? O ! 
“ this,Way he moves^ — cover mer with 
“ monntainsd sdefend mefromhfis pre- 
“ senc^, all-powerful Heaven I” 

c * 

I o . • 


The 
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The Count fainted in the aims of 
Adhiphus, whose look was fixed on 
that part of the chamber to which the 
Count had pointed. It was some few 
minutes ’ere Adolphus could perceive 
what the Count’s keen fears had instant- 
ly detected. A %ure, clad in complete 
steel, stalked across the extremity of 
thd chamber : its proportions and li- 
Seartitents seemed to be defined by its 
own exceeding lustre, for the grey 
light of morning scarcely tinged it. 
As the fi^re advdJiced it shewed its 
counikoitibc tb‘ Adolphus, tind his agi- 
\at!<^h>4^ extfetBte ■vWien he thought 
hd'6<^l^tr^fe'’a l^^^blance in that 
ffid 'I^ftn^rtan * The 
)&dib ^ tHreatenifl^ op- 

pd6itl^ ^ife'^Cdilnt, dnd then waved to 
Ad^tt^Mas !P%d*Wifiied^'<*toi%parate 
^ei^l 4fe- eye 

^lodld tiy drAia*t!sld<^ ehlng closer 

^ 09i^t:^^’'*wha‘*«HM'* ihhrnmied 

wildly 
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wildly and alrpost inaudibly words of 
terror. The Count’s groans t^uddenly 
ceased, aod^to the terrified Adolphus it 
appeared that the Heart of his father 
ceased to beat. He turned his eyes on 
the Count uid beheld a visible change 
in his features. Shocked and dismayed, 
he threw his eyes around the room. The 
figure had disappeared; but, his anx- 
iety Inspecting his father’s illness sow 
rose superior to alU considerations of 
the awful circumstance which had oc- 
casioned it. He called the attendants 
by their j names with loud cries, and 
rung out the alarm. Tl^', chamber 
was soon filled wiA Count’s 
iprodms, who on dbsendng his OCM^nte- 
nancei remarked that worjs the ii^ai 
expression which attended- ^e, i|t^ to 
which he jutaB sulyeet. ^he , 
nMffieayieee re8er|^,te»5fiAp^a short 
time, he t^oveije^i % ^ 

eyes' langntd)}^; dint 'th^^ ^B«d 

with 
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with pleasure, on recognizing the well- 
known countenances of those which 
surrounded him. Adolphus stood be- 
side the couch, and imjuired alFection- 
ately how his father felt. “ I shall be 
“ better anon, kind Adolphus,” re- 
plied the Count, — “ but see the day 
“ appears j my strength returns with 
“ it, and I feel my courage mounting 
“ once more. I love the light, j it 
“ revives me j ai'd those honest faces 
“ too. Look, Adolphus, behold that 
“ beam of * gold which pierces the 
“ dark imagery of yon casement ; 
“ come near, brave hearts, and bear 

me in your ai’ms towards it. It is 
“ the blessed sun who rises from our 
“ dark wood. Oh God! Oh God! 
“ I thank thee, I Jiave seen another 
“ day!” , j 

The tBresh afr : of the morning somi 
reviyod the Countj and the terrible 
OQCurrences of :the night were spefedily 

fdrgotten ; 
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forgotten. But the evil habits of 
the Count returned with increasing 
strength; his penitence and remorse 
vanished with 'the gloom which en- 
gendered them, and he once more 
threatened Adolphus with the heaviest 
weight of his displeasure, if he did not 
give him an instant token of his obe- 
dience, by his recantation of the doc- 
trines of Luther. Adolphus was not 
to be cajoled or terrified into a dere- 
liction of those principles which were 
the conviction of his youth ; which he 
had fought and bled for, and which 
were sealed by the blood 6f 'tlis earliest 
and his dearest friend thu* Count de 
Beaumarchais, to whom, if he did not 
owe hSs being, he owed all fhat in^his 
estimation made existence a blessing 
—a cultivated mind, pure morals, and 
unsullied honour.' 'The Ccalnt left 
Adolphus tn angi^, aYid tfes imme- 
diately closeted with; < 

* Adolphus 
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Adolphus went forlh to muse on the 
eitmoi'dinaiy occurrences of the last 
few hours } anii.his mind dwelt chiefly 
oh that mysterious '£t]^parition, which, 
by what he gathered from the wild ex- 
claihafeon of his father, proved to be 
his uncle; and he shiunk with horror 
at thte shrmise that his father must 
hbve imbrued his hands in his brother's 


blood, 'fr<5ifa4he terror which h^ ex- 

V 1 

pressed at the touch of that cold and 
bloody hand. Adolphus would often 
stray from these thoughts to where 


love and Edda seemed to tempt him. 
The my|li|Ky of her "seclusion in that 
dreary raHle of Eiddarholmen, ,t0ge- 


thiBirwithMontbazon, appeared to him 
alfSbj^eftiyTilnaccountable. He nad no^ 
doiibt but Mon^azon had “sdugKt^ ^e^ 
tSaktle iia a place' of reflige,*^ but hp was 
afraid to dematui of thel^phnt* wif^thfer 
^h'e was acquainted cout^*^ 

this drctlitisahce, lei^ *he sliouf^^ 


expose 
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expose his frien<^ to the active hosti- 
lity of RezzoniCo, Who, he was con- 
vinccM, would Jeave nolhiTig undone to 
destroy so decided an enemy of his 
faith. Besides, the Count had always 
a'^oiil d mentioning the name of that 
lui ^d place, and Adolphus could not 
well introduce the subject without giv- 
ing him offence. * 

"Whilst Adolphus walked and mused, 
the extraordinary ap|)earance of the 
sky alarmed him. The clouds were 
rolled together in dark heavy volumes; 
the wind .which had agitated them sud- 
denly ceased, and the gloomy fbjiage of 
the pines threw its dark upon 

the ground, unchecquered by a sinrfe 
spot of sunny light. Nature lippearM 
to make a pause and stood in terrible 
stillness. It was an awful moment, 
and all things seemed to feel it. The 
animats trenih^ with ‘fear, and gazed 
on one another with ^scared looks. 

wad 



Wild thidgs came howling forth from 
the dark woods, and throwing oft’ their 
untamed nature approached the dwell- 
ing of man and seemed to court his 
'protection. The birds glancing down- 
wards from the heavens flew close to 
the surface of tlic Caith, and wdth a 
feeble cry #emed to scaicli an asy- 
Jum. Adolphus was filled with dread j 
he turned back hastily and s, ought 
the shelter of Cronberg; but ’ere he 
reached it, two men on horseback 
passed him at full gallop.’’ When (hey 
saw Adolphus emerging from the wood 
they wheeled rouiu' and rode towards 
him. Hdnow perceived then helmets, 
their long beards of peculiar cut^ and 
their red plumes ; and he knew them 
to be soldiers of the king’s guard. 

“ What does this betide?” ex^aUn- 
ed Adolphus aloud. 

Stand cried one^rf the s^dlers 

U»veting 
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lovvei’ing his harquebuss, “ we charge 
“ you in the name of the king.” 

When Adolphus obeyed this injunc- 
tion, the soldier demanded if he was 
Count Magnus Mdrner? “ No,” repli- 
ed Adolphus, “ it is my father’s name.” 
“ ’Tis him we seek,” exclaimed the 
soldiers., who instantly tfwned their 
horses’ heads and galloped towards. 
Cronberg. 

Adolphus hastened qpwardsto avoid 
the fury of the approaching storm. 
He found th^ interior of the castle in 
the utn^st confusion. The vassals 
were running to and fro in wild dis- 
order. The scared hinds wei^^knock- 
ing, at the gate, bringing tlieir flocks 
and herds for shelter. The pries oi 
women and children mingled with.the 
wailj.pf elements, while the warder 
from the tower gave signal that here 
the whmleriBg ,trweUer> if ^nck might 
hap to 'he abroad in the evil hour, 

would 
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would find the hospitable board and 
file ■proteOtidn of a friendly roof. 

• Amid tWs tinivefsal disorder Rez- 
zonico 'stalked forth undismayed ; his 
heaptike a gloomy satisfaction, 
mid iie might be deemed by an ob- 
sein%f file evil genius who raised and 
dktdted i#Vhe storm. It was his hour 
o#’^dWer,-~rie was conscious of it, and 
h.% enjoyedf the triumph which fiat- 
imttfi'lds Jftfem pride. The scoffer of 
file' liofy cbiirch, and the haughty 
'wsrtidi^ fiembled when the avenging 
6f heaven were ahi 3 |p.d. llie 
'sdbefi^g in^el was smitten with dis- 
may, the man of mightiest mould 
sfhthik within his panoply of steel. 
Uw^pyVere they who could approacli 
Ris*:^tiico,-^who could follow in his 
path and' han^ upon his sanctified 
rtfilhe in^'the evil hour for they now 
gave credit to tfife'^'^iniradles which he 
'lieilated (o them; and they placed their 

trust 
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trust in him who boastje^ th^ h^ could 
put to flight the powers of d^rkiiess, 
and who, in his hoijir^ <lf ShUtfuy sjne* 
ditation, was wont, thpy s^id, pft hoKd 
communion with his God ! Theyl^ili^t 
was still in conference witb ,the 
sengers of the King, 

Eezzonico had h^^d,,w^th 
joy. At a late, hoiju: tl^^4e|^fted,t 
bearing with them the di^tchpsjvi4eh> 
the Count forwaird^d in apswe);|ff tbOi 
letter he had 'received fcom 
jesty. No intreatic? could prevaii^ou; 
them to pass the night a|l Crozj^g, 
or even to wait until the violllice of 
the storm had passed away. , The 
Count was^ sorely disappointed., thet 
Ills efforts to detain these men hadilOt 
succeeded as he wa^ desirpus^pf gs^iie* 
ing tin^e,and deeipedeven a %w hoWBi 
of the ^^most importance. ^1^ poo- 
ment 

tuicd fortn a ^lolen^ xioglng frpm the 

fount’s 
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Count’s chamber summoned Rczzonico 
to his presence. When Rezzonico en- 
tered the apartment, the looks of the 
Count evinced great disorder; but 
he instantly smoothed his brow, and 
affecting a greater serenity of manner, 
he bowed lowly to the monk as he ap- 
proached, and exclaimed, “ All hail ! 
” to his gra6e ! — the reverend Abbot 
“ of St. Bridget’s.” 

“ You mock me, my son,” replied 
Rezzonico, “ ’tis true you have given 
“ • to me and $o those of my. order, the 
“ ancient Abbey of St. Bridget, which 
** Gustavus suppressed and annexed 
your fief; but the Koly Father 
King, indeed permits its re- 
estrililisfaine^t) will surely find many 
more deserving of this high honour 
**' thim 'the humble man who stands 
H^beforeyou,”.* ’ 

** You wrong* me, confessor, and 
1 wo^d "fauf neoTihee 70U thert I 

“ am 


u 
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“ am not in a jesting humour. Here 
“ is the letter which I have ju.st re- 
“ ceived announcing your appoint- 
“ inent ; — ^you may perceive the su- 
“ pcrscription Dears witness to what I 
“ assert, tor it is addressed to the most 
“ reverend father in God, Rezzonico, 

“ Abbot of St. Bridget’s.” 

" 1} pleases God oftefi to elevate 
“ the lowly and meek elf heart, blessed 
“ be his holy name !” aspirated Kez- 
zonico with affected humility ; his 
eye glance^ with an incredulous and 
sneering expression on the CQunt,'*for 
he knew full well tbe©6uutfs courtesy 
and rising liberality hart no other* 
source - thm the danger iii v^dl fte 
stood and his pressing need bf^httcda^'" 
fessur’s assiltance. V . 

. “ Those- moveables -whidi foiuh^y 
“ appertained to the Abbey,’ I have ' 
by this deed of gift drarii^erfed' to 
the orderl 1 of the ' 

^ power 
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“ power of my heretic son to revoke 
** thifi donation. Here are the papers, 
« read them at your leisure.” 

’ ** Indeed!” exclaimed the monk 
with a look of mode surprise. 

« And now, holy father, to your 
** private ear I would confide myself 
** in the pressing emergency which 
** threatens to overwhelm me. , The 
** traitor Hermau has fled to the King, 
« and accused me of heinous crimes. 
** Among the rest, of tliat which if 
** proved would demand th^ for&it of 
** my life» of mmruer, foul and unna« 
** tank 1 . . « .Wiat was that awful 
•• aoMsd?** 

]| « the rauing of due atorm, 
<* Mplied Rezamuc^ ** the 

" wxalhof Heaven it abroad!** 
**kiad|iproach nearer, good Ather, 
. y faat I nuiy Iimi upon the^ and whis- 
"pear what no eve'adrppper ahould 
** hear* 
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“ ly — he accuses me — think, good fa- 
“ ther, of the murder of a brother ! — 
“ Hark! what a dreadful crash, and 
“ now, . . another and another ! — Sup- 
“ port me, confessor — Cronberg rocks 
“ in its foundations !” 

“ It is a dreadful hurricane,” re- 
plied Rezzonico, evidently alarmed. 

“ I was about to obseive,” conti- 
nued the Count, ” that in the Abbey 
“ of St. Bridget I mi^t perchance 
“ lie^ concealed for a time under your 
“ protection, and in St. Bridget’s 
sanctuar I might defy /the pSwer of 
” ray enemies.” 

“ But, my son,” i^^arked B^zzo- 
nico drily, “ you assert that ydti*‘a^e 
“ falsefy aeOused---thJf'fnnoileri^sl<Aul(l 
“ not flyfrPtn wanton* il(l^^iksa1^6fif'.’V^’ 

“ Even l6, hol^*ft(Kfer,‘‘birt;‘%ile 
“ are “[jerilous tinoMff/'knd In ilB^daw 
“ the innocent do alwh.p ‘find 
“ protection. His MajWty has seilt 

VOL. II. ‘ • I 
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“ me the depositions of the traitor 

“ Herman. I have replied cursorily 

“ to each allegation—- 1 have dared 

“ to the ordeal of personal combat any 

“ accuser who weare the badge of 

“ knighthood. Thus far all is favour- 

“ able to my cause : but the King's 

“ favour is precarious; should he with- 

“ draw it from me and listen to my 

*< enemies, I am lost, and with me all 

“ thfese largesses I intended for the 

“ church; for hy my .attainder my 

** grants are forfeit, and the dearest 

“ friends I am at present' bound to, 

« 

“ must be dependant on an heir who 
“ owes. the churdi a grudge.” 

** It is. most true,” thought Rezzo-’ 
nico. 


“ NoWi this brother, of whose 
“ murd^ I.am accused — fal^y ac- 
“cused...,.” ' 

^At ^i& momeiM^ a flash of lightning 
jbumt o|>en o;ie cd* the casements, and 

illuminated 
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illuminated the chamber in which they 
stood. Several affrighted vassals ran 
ill from the adjoining apartment, whose 
pale countenances appeared still more 
ghastly in its blue light. When the 
stunning noise of the tliunderbolt had 
passed away, Rezzonico ventured to 
address them, (for the Count seemed 
to be entirely bereft of the power of 
speech)'and demanded what they want- 
ed ? Several voices began to exclaim 
together, and it was nof until after se- 
veral minutes that Rezzonico could 
obtain any explanation of their itide- 
corous intrusion. He was atv length 
informed that the lightning had struck 
the chateau in several places j the joaost 
valuable animals belonging to the 
Count were destroyed, and several of 
the domestics who had ventured a}n*oad 
were blighted on their way, an4 their 
black corses might be discerned ftoni 
the windows of the chAteStn. The 
K 2 • •Vwives 
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wives and children of the vassals, 
wliom fear had collected within the 
walls of Cronberg, now rent the air 
with shrieks 4nd lamentations, and 
invoked the presence of God’s minis- 
ter to command the raging elements 
to be still ! The Count, who was dis- 
mayed at this account, now besought 
the confessor to grjgg^^Htis "people. ■ -« 
“ I have ^often ' heard,” Said the 
Count, “ that pxt the elevation of the 
“ IJoly Crossi the, spirits of darkness 
“ gi^sn their teeth, and fly from it 
“ in despair. The wandering ghost 
“ is iipprisoned* in the deep, and no 
“ niore reyisits his midnight haunt. 
“ !l^ven the powers of nature cannot 
“ prevail against it — the molten fire 
descending from the volcano’s 
has been arrested in his 
*wbufse } yea, the winds and waves 
“bbeyitl’;;. 

“ In 8QO&, m^y .son,’* replied Rez- 
^ ‘ zonico, 
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xonico, “ thy words are just— and.. . 

“ great is thy faith.” 

Rezzonico, well pleased to increase 
the number of his proselytes, and feel- 
ing conscious of the dignity to yjjjiich 
this high oflSce elevated him, retired in 
order to equip himself in his sacred 
vestments. 

Adolphus, who had not been a calm 
witness of the destruetion which sur- 

o 

rounded him, had tried in vain to 
animate the vassals io assist him ip 
quenching the fire. Affrighted and 
disconsolate they had ceased to oppose 
it, after a few efiSbrts made in despair. 
The great hall of Cronberg was filled 
with groupes of their wives an,d chil- 
dren J some of whom uttered dismal 
dries and shrieks of despair, others 
knelt in prayer, and taught their 
babes to hold up their little hands, 
placing their hope in the intercession 
of innocence and inftncy; firhile all 
K 3 ’ kept 
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kept themselves with their faces di. 
rected towards the east, that in a 
position loved of heaven, they might 
die. 


'\i^ile Adolphus made his way 
through their ranks, affected with the 
melancholy spectacle, and determined 
to effect their safety if possible by his 
own efforts, he met the terrified war- 
der, who with difficulty had ma'de his 
pseape from his watch, and bore about 
him the fresh marks of the fire, through 
which he had descended. He seemed 
to struggle with some tale, too ter- 
rible for utterance j and for a few mo- 
ments he could only exclaim the 
words, “ Oh ! I have seen a dreadful 
sight!” To the repeated interven- 
tions of AtJolphus, he at last replied, 
that frofii the summit of his tower, he 
-Ijlheld by the gleams of4he lightning, 
the forest plucked up by the roots, 
and the surrpuuding country ploughed 
/' and 
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and drifting before tire winds. “ Even 
now,” said he, “ it moves this way 
“ —the woods of Cronberg are clos- 
“ ing round us.” Adolphus discre- 
dited this man’s miraculous account, 
and resolved to ascend a staircase tead- 
ing to the tower over the great portal, 
which was the only part of the build- 
ing that remained uninjured, in order 
to investigate ibe truth by his own 
observation. While he quickly as- 
cended he often pauspd and clasped 
the hand rail, for the tower shook in 
the wind, and the steps trembled be- 
neath his feet. He looked out from a 
loop-hole, and saw that a great part of 
this man’s narrative was true. It was 
a dreadful hurricane ; clouds Of rain 
and bail battered the windows of the 
castle. The gloomy forest clad in its 
wintry shroq^* dismantled and dis- * 
arrayed, stood like a spectre and trem- 
bled in the storm ! Pines and 'firs 
K 4 . * *\ which 
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v^ich had borne the bufietings of the 
tempest for ages, were now torn from 
their roots, or broken from their aged 
stems; and the crushing of thefr 
trunks as they fell against one ano> 
thei^dike reeds before the blast, was 
awfully sublime. 

Disheartened at this sight, Adol- 
phus descended into the great hall 
■of the castle, and while he “strove 
to comfort the afllicted vassals, and 
pondered on what measures it, best 
became him to pursue, be was inter- 
rupted by the appeaAnoe • of Rcz- 
zonico. . The confessor stood at the 
head of the great staircase, followed by 
several vassals bearing lighted tapers. 
He was clad in his fidi' vestments, and 
he was attended by two grooms, one 
of whom bore a crucifix, and the other 
the sacred chajice of th% host. . “ Lift 
0* vcj^ your heads, he exclaimed, 
** ye that put your^aith in the Most 
‘ ' ' » High 
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“ High— for in man ye shall not con- 
“ fide ; but in the name of the All- 
“ powerful ye shall put your trust ! If 

there is any one here who does not 
“ acknowledge the power of orr holy 
“ religion,” continued Re2zhihto, 
glancing at Adolphus, “ let such de- 
“ part; they mar our holy cere- 
“ raony, and tlraw down God’s ven- 
“ geance on the innocent.” Adol- 
phus wrapped liis^ cloaK closely about 
him, and the gloom in which he now 
stood concealed him from their vie^. 
“ Throw j’uurselves upon your knees,” 
exclaimed Kezzonico, elevating the 
cross, “ and bow before the name of 
“ Jesus!” . 

The multitude knelt, and 'bowed 
down before the crucifix. “ Do you 
“ acknowledge yourselves members of 
“ the holy patholic church?” said 
Rezzonico, “ do you {Mt your faith in 
” himi^’ f 

. * » We 
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“ Wc acknowlodge his holy name, 
“ and in him do we put our faith 1’* 
exclaimed the multitude, with one 
voice. “ It is enough,” said Rez- 
zonico, “ follow me and behold the 
" miracles of your God.” 

At this moment the flames which 
had been raging in the eastern extre- 
mity of the chdteau, communicated to 
the body of the building, and filled the 
hall with sheets* of fire. A dreadful 
clap of thunder 'announced the ejects 
of a bolt which had failed on the roof 


of the hall. Adolphus extricated him- 
self with infinite didiculty, and retreat- 
ed from the burning fragments, which 
were idling around him in every di- 
rection. He gave one look back on that 
magnificent chdteau, which was 'now a 
smoking heap of ruins. By the flashes 
which die fiite now and then emitted, 
Hf could dtsoern the lofty %ure of 


Rezzonico attended by the kneeling 

crowd 
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crowd of despairing vassals. Men, 
women, and children might be dis- 
cerned prostrating themselves, beating 
their breasts, and making the sign of 
the cross ; while the confessor stand- 
ing on tlie ruins of a broken arch, ele- 
vated the host and the orncihx, and 
from the motion of his 'lips, Adolphus 
guessed he was deprecating the wrath 
of heaven. 

Adolphus now bent hisfalteringsteps 
towards the low tomb of Mehnlos, 
which was placed in the ancient ceme- 
tery of Crunberg, where he intended to 
pass the night, if even there the storm 
had spared him a shelter. As he ap- 
proached it, he heard a sound so shrill 
and piercing, that his heart was filled 
with dread. He paused, and listened, 
and heard again that dismal cry, which 
was like the shrieking of the prey 
under howling wolves J ^hile he again 
with. (Acuity groped his w^ towards 
k 6 . * A the 
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the entrance of the tomb, a man, in 
gesture like a maniac, whose bare head 
was exposed to the pitiless pelting of 
the elements, passed him at full speed, 
crying with 4 loud voice, “ Mercy, 
“ mercy, heaven !” His speed seem- 
ed to outwing the wind, and the cries 
of Adolphus did not detain him, for 
he knew that voice } and that cry 
pierced his heart!.,. It was the voice 
of his wretched and miserable father ! 


CHAP." 
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CHAP. IX. 

t 

Vous connaiBAez le peuple^ et savez ce qu'il ose, 

Quaod^ du del outrage peasant venger la causei 
Les yeux ceints du bandeau de la religion, 

11 a rompu le frein de la soumission. 

— Suivant un faux zele et Tintdr^t pour guides, 

Ne sertun Dieu de paix que par des homicides / 

• La Henriadb, ch. 2. 

It was through difficulties and dan- 
gers that Adolphus moved to the tomb 
of Mehnl js. The dark yew trees had 
fallen around it ; and when he thrust 
open the narrow door and descended 
the steps which led into tlie cemetery, 
the night birds who were disturbed in 
their haunts, fled with shrill screams 
flapping their wings against him as 
they passed. The damp and unwhole- 
some vapours of this pjace, which for 
many ages had been the ceifietery 

•\*» where 
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where the remains of the feudal 
lords of Cronberg were deposited, 
struck a death chill to his heart and 
for some minutes impeded his res* 
piration. The dark vault was lined 
with mutilated monuments which were 
obscured by a green and slimy coat, 
which the damp that trickled from the 
low ardhed roof engendered. As 
Adolphus passed between the line of 
tombs a low indistinct groan reached 
his ear. He stopped for a moinent 
and listened, in tlie pauses of tne 
storm, to try if he could catch that 
sound again and trace it to its source ^ 
but he could hear nothing but the 
heavy rain, which beat against the 
stone roof. It began to stream through, 
the apertures which time had worn 
through the building, and Adolphus 
Upi forced to proceed onward into the 
depth of the vault where the roof 
Seemed less damaged. Hia wa/ 'was 
‘ ‘ %hted * 
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lighted but by the momentary flash 
which illuminated even tlie dark re- 
cesses of this place. As he proceeded 
however his way became more ob- 
scure and uncertain; he thought it 
unsafe to proceed much farther, fear- 
ing lest some yawning vault or chasm 
might lie in his path, for the ground 
seemed hollow beneath his feet, and 
time and the grave’s purveyor had 
burrowed it in many places. He had 
often heard that l^easts of prey in 
perilous seasons had been driven by 
famine to prey on the dead ; he feared 
lest one o£ these sliould cross his path, 
and more than once he stood and 
grasped his sword, when in the dark 
his imagination pictured to him eyes 
of Are glaring on him; but in the 
pause of a moment that flame shot up- 
wards, and to the visionary Adolphus 
that bright vapour appeared to be the 
track bf some ascending spirit hover- ‘ 

■* ' ing 
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ing over the frame it loved. He felt 
around him for some raised slab on 
which he might pass the remainder of 
this terrible night. A few steps far- 
ther, in a turn of tlie vault, he was 
surprised to see a gleam of light issu- 
ing from an aperture in the wall. He 
advanced towards it, treading softly, 
for he heard men’s voices in dispute. 
He climbed upon a tomb which lay 
imder the placte from whence the 
light issv^ed, and ^n looking tlirough 
the aperture, he beheld in a small 
recess in one of the passages pf the ce. 
metery, two men sitting by the embers 
of a dull and cheerless fire. On their 
heads they wore caps of iron ; but tlie 
rust whit:h encrusted them ben^me ban- 
ditti rather than soldiers. From beneath 
their cloaks of white fur their studded 
ll^irass was visible, and when they 
turned round he saw that their mantles 
Vere )aaarke4 by an immense ^hite 
( , ' cross. 
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cross. They had taken their swords 
out of their broad belts, and with their 
points they stirred up the emberS ivhich 
were near expiring. Their harqiie- 
busses lay against the wall at some dis- 
tance* ; and while they idly chatted, 
they applied themselves frequently to 
their ilasks of brandy;' Their faces 
were disfigured with scars, and they 
wore their thick and dark matted 
beards low upon their breasts. The 
countenances of these men appeared 
to Adolphus to be strikingly savagO 
and ferocious ; *and with intense in- 
terest and anxiety he listened to the 
following conversation. — 

■ TJlfiaxi Hark ! there’s anothef ! 
ifo/^cr.Thatdap of thunder is enough, 
good faith, to wake these sleepers ! 

XJlfsax. I’ve been a-top o’the Alps, 
and heard the thunder of the falling 
avalanche : I have sailpd in the mid-^ 
night storm which Lapland witches 

• raised} 
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raised ; I have waded through livere 
of blood ; I have seen dreadful sights ! 
but such a night as this is far more 
terrible ! 

Hoffler. An it were the day of judg- 
mentf Ulfeax’ They say strange things, 
ay, passing terrible, will arouse us in 
the twilight of that awfid morn ! Who 
shall abide the coming of the King of 
Glory ? where sh^ll we hide our heads? 
we... men of blood! 

. Uysax. Go to, go to; this is priest's 
folly-— such fears ill become a .soldim*. 
When I can't smell ^tdoodr 1 must 
drank. Let the storm rage an it wall 
as long as there is brandy in my horn. 

Huffier. Thou art an unbeliever, 
and not fitted to become a aoldier in 
Christ’s warfare. 

Ulfsax. Ay, thou wouldfst have cru- 
cified him too, an he had a monk’s cowl 
dn !— Hush ! sometSfing stirs near us I 
lih the passing wimt— or 
h * . perchance 
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perchance an affrighted bat scared by 
thy blasphemy. 

Ulfsojc. I hear the tread of distant 
feet : my car long used to listen on 
the watch, can tell how far the distant 
foeman lurks : this was no friendly 
foot. 

Iloffler. S’blood it is our chief. Al- 
ready Tigerhielm stays beyondhis hour: 
and abroad in such weather as this! 
But they say the elements carmotprevail 
against him : tlie wind passes him with- 
out rustling the folds of his garment, 
and the liglitning never singes an liair 
of his head ; his body casts no shadow 
in the sun : he is a fearful being 1 1 
should not wonder, if by the power 
of his art be had raised this storm ! 

Ulfsax. Here's his health ; spirit or 
no spirit he has a brave heart. The 
sounds are gone. 

H^0er, Out and fetc^ some boughs 

- * for 
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for our fire : it dies away, and the 
night is cold. 

Vlfsax. List ! there is another strange 
sound ! I would not face the horrors 
of this night at such an hour for 
■worlds : besides, I hate the smell of 
fresh green boughs. Go thyself, 
Hoffler. 

Hoffler, Ha ! ha ! do these fears be- 
come a soldier ? 

Uljsax. Listen ! 

Hqffer. It this way comes ! * 

Ulfsax now rose up Itnd seized his 
harquebuss, moving on his bands and 
^t, towards that part of the cemetery 
from whence the sound came. Adol- 
phus who heard a rustling sound be- 
hind one of the tombs opjiogite to 
him, watched their movements with 
^peat anxiety. Ulfsax diagged from 
iirtjehind the tomb a trembling boy, 
who threw himself on his knees and 
begged foa mercy. 


Ulfsax. 
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(Jlfsas. Ha ! dost thou listen ? I’ll 
cat off thy ears for thee ! 

(On his kf^es) M.qxcj \ good 
warriors, mercy ! 

Hoffier. What didst thou hear, 
wretch ? 

Boi/. Nought but the distant thun- 
der rolling, the owl screaming, and the 
roaring of the wind. 

Ulfsax. Ha! and didst thou not 
fear ? 

Boy- Fear; what is that ? I do not 
understand you. 

H()ffirr. Brave youth ! do you not 
tremble now? Art thou not afraid 
of us ? 

Boy. Yes ! I tremWe ! your dark 
looks are tenible i—but what should 
I fear being sdoiie ? God is good, btit 
man is wicked. 

ZJjfsax. Prating urchin, I will jmt 
you to the-fffoof: go tOvthe mouth of 
the vault, and plut^ me. iyame *of the 
. * *. branches 
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branches which there lie scattered, to 
mend our fire. If you flinch a jot, 
and do not perform my bidding— by 
the cross, I’ll scalp thee, and scatter 
thy limbs to the raven ; even though 
thy mother held thee. Go, boy, and 
see that you bring the diiest boughs. 

Boy. Good masters, I obey wil- 
lingly. 

The boy now gj'oped his way ter the 
entrance of the 'vault, while Hoffler 
sat dowa beside the embers, and Ulf- 
sax listened, in order to detect the 
boy, if he attempted to escapo^ Adol- 
phus, who obseiAcd' the lynx-eyes of 
Ulfsax roving m every direction, 
scarcely breathed, lest this ruffian 
should catcli the sound, and in this 
critical pause he dreaded lesf the 
child’s fears should tempt him to es- 
and from the awfiil warning of 
jpifeax, be had no doubt but that the 
attempt woyld kad to his immediate 
' * * death. 
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death. He felt almost a pleasui*e, 
when he beheld the boy returning in 
a few minutes with his arms filled with 
boughs. 

Ulfsax. Tlirow them on the em- 
bers ; now kneel and blow them with 
your breath j \ freeze, I freeze j, my 
horn is emptied. Hoffler give me 
some brandy for charity. 

Hojler. Thou art mischievous 
your drink, comrade ; but an you will 
drink- sparingly there is my horn — ah ! 
the fire blazes to the roof. Sit down, 
boy. V^hy you still tremble ! wliat’s 
thy name ? * 

Boy, Eric. 

H(0er. Eric ! that^s a good name ; 
but Eric, what — h«»t thop no fa&er ? 

Boy. { Sighs J I never heard my fa- 
ther’s name. 

Ulfsax. Ha ! ha ! thou art some imp 
of vice— some shred of quality, I war- 
rant. "Thy father’s reproach,^, and thy 

* another’s 
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mother’s shame : one that will die un- 
wept, unhonoured, and unhallowed. 
Thou shalt have a nameless grave. Wilt 
thou go to heaven, bastard ? By the 
saints, it would be a charity to send 
thee thither. { Drinks ) 

Bog-i (Weeps.) ^ 

Jloffler. Down on your knees, and 
pray to Ulfsax to be kind. 

Boy. Thou wilt not kill me ! . 
Vlfsair. Ay !' pray ! for thou hast 
not long to live. 

Hoffler. Let the boy live, he cannot 
harm us. ^ 

UJfsnx. He has heard that which 
may bring us into peril — the dead tell 
no tales — come down and prepare. 
Boy.' Mercj|! mercy ! 

Alolphus seeing the sanguinary Ulf- 
sax about to perform his cruel purpose, 
instantly quitted his place of conceal- 
ment and rushed into the recess,^ de- 
teir|nined to rescue the boy, or ]>erish 
, ‘ with 
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with him ; he came behind Ulfsax 
unawares, and snatched the drawn 
sword, W’hich he lield over the head 
of the trembling boy, out of his hand. 
‘Hoffler instantly ’ started up in cons- 
ternation at the sight of an armed 
stranger, drew forth his sword and 
briskly attacked Adolphus. Their 
swords now clashed fearfully in the 
air, bet they soon clospd bn one ano- 
ther ; and while they Struggled, with 
various advantage, Ulfsax, who had 
seized his harquebuss, marched round 
them, endeavouring to procure a se- 
cure and steady aim at the heart of 
Adolphus, without endangering the 
life of his comrade. At the moment 
that Adolphus, pressed Ij^y sucli fear- 
ful odds, .lay almost breathless and 
overpowered in the deadly embrace of 
Hoffler, a voice was heard to issue 
from ^n aperture in the roof of the 
cemeteiy,^and the ivord *\f^bearr*' 
VOL. II. L , * •.caused 
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caused Hoffler instantly to relinquish 
'bis hold of Adolphus. Ulfsax, with 
his barquebuss still cocked, and seem* 
ingly unwilling to spare his victim, 
threw his blood-shot’eye anxiously up- 
vtrards on the aperture, in hopes his 
e3i|,jdeceived him, and not willing to 
believe that it was the order of tliat 
dread chief, whose commands, at 
whatever risk;^ they were always fain 
to obey ! ’ErS the command was re- 
peated, a female, bearitig a torch Ifi 
her hand, rushed into the vault, whom 
Adolpluis immediately reqognized— Jt 
was Chridlina, Olof’s daughter. When 
she saw the ruffians recover from their 
surprise, and about to renew the con- 
test, she threw hersell' between them, 
and exclaimed : — “ Forbear, rash men, 

“ I command you, in the name of 
“ your dread chief, in tlie name of 
“ Tigeihiclm, fc/boa. I"’ 
r . Wp tliine tliat I’oice,’* cried 
, » ' Ulfsax, 
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Ulfsax, grasping, the boy, and holding 
Ins harquebuss co ;ked against his head, 
“ which* ’ere while summoned us from 
“ above ? i^eak, ’ere I blow this ur- 
** chin’s brains out ?” 

Oh God! what do I see,” ex- 
claimed Christina frantically^ « it is 
“ ho, it is my Eric ! forbear !”_ 

She threw herself on the boy, and 
at the same moment a* voice from the 
Taperture cried **JbrbearT* The two ruf- 
fians stood aghast ! 

“ It is but the echo of those vaults,” 
exclaimed .Ulfsax. 

“ It is the voice of our chief,” 
cried Hoffler. 

“ He that sheds blood below, shall 
“ answer it with his own. I charge 
“ you to meet me instantly at the 
“ mouth of the cemetery.” 

At the sound of that dreadful voice, 
the ruffians seized their arms, and 
Adol^us saw them depart iwith* un- 
L 2. * •.feigned 
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feigned joy, and unbbunded gratitude 
to Providence for th^p unexpected pre- 
serv’^atipn of his life. ‘ He knelt beside 
Christina, who had fainted from the 
excess of her emotion ; the boy kissed 
her white arm, and concealed his sobs 
and tears in her bosom, while Adol- 
phus stuck the torch on high and 
fanned Christina with his cloak, who 
began now gradually to recover® “ Is 
“ he alive ?” she exclaimed, throwing 
her eyes wildly round her j and then 
feeling 'Eric’s warm tears falling on 
her neck, she clasped Ijim in her 
arms. 

“ And who is Eric ?” demanded 
Adolphus, while he gazed on the con- 
fused Christina, who answered with 
maternal pride struggling with her 
blushes, “ He is my child — my be- 
V loved child !” ' 

Adolphus felt the propriety of rest- 
ing \ satisfied with the' infoiinatioii 
. r which 
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which she chose '‘to give him, and he 
put no more questions to Christina 
respecting tlie boy. Christina was 
now recovered, and when she w'as in- 
formed of w'hat had occurred to the 
boy, • she thanked . Adolphus in the 
warmest terras for having saved her 
son’s life at the risk of his own. Adol- 
phus interrupted her by obsen'ing that 
to her interference lud^jt be attribqted 
the safety of both i yet he could hardly 
forbear to exjness his astonishment at 
finding the gentle Christina in some 
degree iinplicated in the secrets of 
banditti. 

“ They tfre not what they seem,r 
she replied ; “ but ask not, inquire 
“ not. I am bound by an oatlii^ . a 
“ dreadful oath, not to reveal w'hat I 
" know concerning them. My pur- 
“ pose here had no reference to 
“ them, and their concealment, in 

' L 3 » * “ these 

• . 
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Uiese vaults was ercn unknown to 
“ me.” I 

A deep groan proceeding from the 
bowels of the earth now staitlcd 
them. AdoI];hus recollected the 
souiicf was the sanie which he had 
heard on his entering the cemetery. 
Ilis looks expressed the horror he felt, 
and his eyes seemed to demand of 
Christina, if she could explain this 
supcrnatuial visitation. 

“ Aks ! poor melancholy mourner!” 
exclaimed Christina, “ thy night of 
penance is nearly over— thy horrid 
“ task is done. — ^Follow me, ’’said she, 
turning to Adolphus, “ and you shall 
see the cause.” 

^■'^CbAsfena led the way, while the 
boy Yit her steps with the torch, and 
Adolphus followed in silence. They 
stopped before a sarcophagus of black 
maible, on which the name of j^ehn- 
los, witlfout any title or addition, was 
‘ inscribed. 
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inscribed. Chriitina threw open a 
small door in tb 3 side of the monu> 
ment, which diseased a flight of steps 
that led into a little vault, whose 
gloom was relieved only by one 
wretched watch-light. There was 
barely sufficient light to discern a 
coffin which had been raised from a 
newi made grave, and a female cloathed 
in deep mourning who lay extended 
on the cold earth by its side. Chris- 
tina descended into the vault, and 
when the light of the torch she car- 
ried flashed on the face of the female, 
Adolphus sunk against the tomb over- 
powered by his emotion, exclaiming, 
“ Powers of heaven ! it is my mother! 
“ to meet her thus in grie^ and per- 
“ haps derangement of mind, and be- 
“ fore the once living image of' her 
“ sill and dishonour; ’tis too much 
“ fof the feelings of a child to bear !** 
Christina ^raised up .the pounte.sfi^ 
L 4 . * •. who 
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who suffered liersel! to be led pas- 
sively away ; but ’cic she reached the 
steps, ’she stopped], and exclaimed 
to Christina, “ I have not } et heard 
“ the cock crow, nor the birds sing — 
“ it is not morning ?” 

“ Dear Jady,” icplied Christina, 
“ the hour of penance is paat ; I be- 
“ seech }ou quit this melancholy 
“ sight.” 

The Couute'ss turned once more to 
the coffin which contained the repiains 
of Mehnlos, and gazed with unutter- 
able affection upon it. “ Christina,” 
she exclaimed wildly, “ my son is not 
“ dead — this is mere mockery of life 
— ^they told me, I should find him 
“ here — but these ashy lips, whiter 
“ than his white shroud— where is the 
rose’s hue that once flushed. them? 
« tie has promised me to" retmjn- — I 
** seen hinf dancing on the green 
** IraBow^ \^’ith his dark^ hair waving 
‘ “in 
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“ in the sun. have heard his voice 
“ in the storm, and ever and anon it 
“ whispered, ‘f Eleonora, Ekonora, 
“ dear mother, I come /” 

“ In sooth, good lady,” exclaimed 
Chi'istina, who was alarmed to see 
the increasing derangement of the 
Goiintess, “ it is not fitting that we 
“ should stay longer here, for the 
“ Count....” 

“ Ha !” cried the Countess in dis- 
may, “ is the Count coming ? let me 
“ take a last look of this faint image 
“ of my child.” 

The Countess leaned over the body, 
and pressed her hands in agony against 
her forehead. Christina removed her 
gently from this dreadful sight, and 
guided her up the steps of the vau\t. 
They proceeded along the dark row of 
tomijs to the mouth of the cemetery. 
THe'^suh was rising in the east, .and 
Adolphus, who had sought,the bracing 
L 5 * air 
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air of morning, now sfood at the door 
of the cemeter}'. ThJ; Countess, who 
viewed him in that rosj' liglit, imagined 
she beheld a vision of the Count his 
father, and she exclaimed to the asto- 
nished Adolphus, who had bent bis 
knee and kissed her hand : “ Away I 
horrible illusion ! — *twas thus you 
came a wooing, and drove me mad 
»* —where are -your children? have 
“ you murdered them all ? I did not 
** thinlMhatone so fairly foi med could 
“ do so base an act. Away ! for thou 
“ art cursed of God for ••ever and 


« ever!” 

Adolphus and Christina sought to 
undeceive her ; and her son, with eve- 
ry care, endeavoured to dispel thefa- 


Jja l impression which his likeness to 
^8 father had created on her mind ; 
but vain were their efforts. It was on 


this point that W. disordered fancy 
now rested, and she wdbt.and lament- 
. ed 
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ed the iossofMcthnlos, of whose death 
she was now coascious, and she re> 
proacbed Adolpl^s, whom she accused 
of sending Mehnlos to liis early giave. 
Adolphus, who beheld with infinite 
sorrow the pain his presence created, 
left the Countess in the care of Chris- 
tina, who informed him that she came 
to convey the Countess to Laurentius, 
who was in waiting at no great dis- 
tance to receive his patient. 

Adolphus proceeded in search of his 
vassals and attendants ; but those who 
had escaped from the dangers of the 
storm were scattered through the coun- 
try, and he.lbund it impossible to col- 
lect them, or to gain any intelligence 
of bis father. The sun rose in beauty 
over this scene of desolation. The once 
smiling prospects of Cronbei^ were 
changed into the awful wreck which 
nature might be supposed to exhibit 
in the last thfhes of her crfivulsion. 

L 6 . * •. ThS 
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The soul of Adolphul was iBoved with 
■horror at this sight, tod to his contem- 
plative mind it appesfed that the hand 
of Providence itself had pointed to the 
guilty towers of Cronberg, and the 
ministers of his wrath had executed 
his dread' bidding when theimcasure 
of iniquity was full. It was mctremely 
improbable that the Count his fatlier 
liad survived the dangers of the’niglit. 
Although he liad escaped from being 
buried an the ruins of the chateau, yet 
tlie hazards he would be exposed to 
in the open country, might'have prov- 
ed more fatal. 

Adolphus wandered Ibrough the 
torn-up forests. In many places the 
lightning had struck the pines, and the 
fire having spread from tree to tree, 
their scorclied and blasted remains ex- 
hibited for many. a mile the fiery path 
ctf the Angel ,who' smote them; oa- that 
terrible hiighb. . llei tluiaied -«up .the 

unburie^ 
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nnbiiried corgel which lay around him : 
many of their -^Tces were xmknown to 
him ; -others . recalled to his mind the 
many marks of fidelity and attachment 
he had received from them ; and giv- 
ing to their melancholy fate a sigh and 
to tlieir memory a tear, he turned his 
countenance from the land which lay 
under the displeasure of Heaven. His 
hopes were raised in consequence of 
his not finding the body of his father 
among the slain, and he shaped his 
course towards Riddarholmen, as the 
only place of refuge which remained 
to him. He had every reason to be- 
lieve that it had become the haunt of 
banditti j but as he now would have 
the power of commanding there in the 
name of his father, he was resolved to 
dislodge the villains who had taken 
possession of the castle, and he deter- 
mined to spend therq the remainder 
oi his miserable existence, ills first 
. ’ •• inteiftion 
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and spots of silver which mark the di- 
visions and highest efevations of the 
lunar w’orld. The staK burned with a 
thousand fires of different colours, and 
when he turned to the north pole, the 
brilliant flashes of the aurora borealis 
streamed li'om that point, and was 
tinged with all the vivid hues of the 
rainbow. It assumed the most fan- 
tastic forms ; rising like a ball of fire, 
or shooting its diverging rays across 
the heavens, which it embraced with 
an embroidery of ever-changing light. 
Portentous shapes and spirits of gi- 
gantic stature might be traced by the 
curious eye, riding in that- northern 
light. 

Bitter and agonising, however, were 
the reflections of Adolphus as he 
gazed upon the stars. Oh ! Provi*- 
“ dence,”. he exclaimed, “ if there I 
„^jlteould read.ipy fate!” The recol- 
' lection of tliose happy days he enjoyed 

in 
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in the society oi‘ Edda, proved to him 
no^\' a source of exquisite consolation. 
But the questioii which his heart whis- 
pered, “ does she love me still ? does 
“ she still preserve any recollection of 
“a miserable wanderer? Ah! no!" 
thought the wretched Adolphus, ** the 
“ world claims her — to me she is lost 
“ for ever.” He now became uneasy 
at the thoughts of spending the night 
in that dismal and gloomy wood, when 
as fee cast an anxious look around him, 
he descried through an opening in the 
foliage a small gothic door, tvhich was 
in the lower story of a building of very 
considerable extent. Finding he could 
not force open this door, he walked to 
the opposite side of the building. 
There was an open area here between 
the trees, but it was nearly full of the 
massy fragments which had fallen from 
the walls. On looking up he beheld 
a venerable ruin, mouldering beneath 
. * *• 'the 
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the hand of time. It /was built in the 
gothic sl}Ie of architecture, and in 
former times had bec|/i dedicated to 
the meniory of the Virgin. St. Bj id- 
get was the first Abbess, and on litr 
canonization after lier death, clouds of 
pilgrims came from thf' suriounding 
countries, prostrating themselves be- 
fore her tomb, and embracing with 
fervor the relics of the departed !-’.int. 
After Gustavus Vasa protested against 
the Catholic faith, the miracles per- 
formed by the monks in the name of 
St. Biidget had ceased ; but her shrine 
still continued to be frequented by the 
most ignorant and superstitious of the 
peasantry, whose prejudices in favour 
of the rdigion whbse worship he had 
abolished, were conciliated by the 
aci^ mind of Gustavus, who allowed 
jIlMf splendid ritual, meretricious oma- 
aients, and supiptuojus vestments of 
the oa'thoJi&i to cling round the chas- 
tity 
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tity of the Lutheran altars. The mis- 
fortunes which had nearly effected the 
downfall of the] Morner family, had 
extended their *fatal influence to the 
shrine oi' the saint ; and the once mag- 
nificent sanctuary which had afforded ' 
a splendid revenue to the ali)%ey and 
adjoining monasterj^ now scarcely af- 
forded shelter to the owls and bats 
wh"> clustered in its lofty roof; or 
guarded from the cold wind of heaven 
only. . .the bones of the dead who re- 
posed beneath it. Adolphus eould not 
move his eye from the beauty of its 
clustered pillars, as they rose in all 
the harmony of-'just proportion, prop- 
ping the dark and broken arches, 
which rdiieved, but did not ‘break the 
masses of this fane._ Dark eyergreen 
foliage inaatled round the buttresses, 
and the weeds and spreadings berba 
which had rooted the|nselves in. tfee 
crevices were now edveredVith snow - 
. • Sr 
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and glittered like trees of’ silver in 
the light of the moon. 

The chimes of a nei|';hbouring clock 
now told three quarter’s to ten. Adol- 
phus turned to the side from whence 
the sound proceeded, and started when 
he beheld thei many spires of Riddar- 
holmen rising above the trees at no 
great distance. *To be so near this ftital 
spot at such an hour struck him with 
alarm ; he dreaded that he might en- 
counter some of the banditti in ’ his 
way to the turret of Olaus, and he 
therefore gave up the idea of visiting 
the castle until morning. 

Adolphus entered the ruins of the 
abbey, and looked around him for 
some di’y cell, where he might rest his 
weary limbs. He wandered through 
ruins of the Roisters, and when he 
pntered the aisle of the chapel, a me- 
lancholy scene pf desolation opened to 
his view. Massy fragments of its 


once 



OF ULRICA. 


237 


once richly fretted roof had fallen on 
the ground, and obsti'ucted his way ; 
the richly carved seats of the clergy 
had crumbled beneath the touch of 
time, and their shattered remains now 
strewed the area of the choir. The 
ef%ies of saints — the sculpture rich in 
the history of past times — the faded 
and tattered banners of the bi’ave — the 
speal'ing scrolls that t^old of the virtues 
of those who slept beneath them— and 
the wings of the hymning cherubim— 
all were scattered and fallen from their 
high station, and declared in the ex- 
pressive language which speaketh to 
the heart, that such is the history of 
man and of his Ayorks! Adolphus 
matjle his way .through these, ruins to 
the altar. Atone side, of the chancel 
rose the gigantic statue of St. Bridget 
from ail elevated pedestal. It was 
formed of wood, whieh had formerly, 
no Indoubt, been gilt an^ eplendidly 

. ^adornad, 
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adorned, but so rough was the execu- 
tion of this figure, that it appeared to 
Adolphus to have beep the effort of an 
infant art — a relic of /ude and baibar- 
ous times. The weather had com- 
pletely stripped it of its coating— the 
limbs were mutilated, the facd*i^|j|S 
deprived of its prominent features, and 
tlie bleached and withered appearance 
of the wood gave it a ghastly and hi- 
deous appearance as it stoo^S. erect and 
threatening in the moonlight. Adol- 
phus stumbled over a hard lump as he 
crossed to the opposite side pf the al- 
tar to examine a tomb which had at- 
tracted his attention. On taking it 
up, he perceived that it was a human 
skull, and he sighed to think that it 
might be the remains of one of his own 
ancestors. The tomb was composed 
of porphyry, and enriched with gilt 
ornaments, surmounted with a coronet. 
It wfis msL'ked with this i^mple inSlxip. 

tion> 



OF ULRICA. 


239 


tion, “ Sacred to the Memory qf Ar- 
“ 'vedtna /” Adolphus gazed with re- 
spectful awe on this slab, which co- 
vered all that |remained of the once 
lovely and unfortunate Arvedina. The 
scattered remaiils of mortality which 
surrounded him suggested many me- 
lancholy reflections. He withdrew him- 
self from this scene and seated himself 
on the pedestal of a pillar which had 
tumbled from its base. The quick 
moving of a shadow on the whits mar- 
ble ‘pavement startled Wm,. and l.ookr 
ing round he beheld a figure flit by 
him, wliose appeacauce was 'wild and 
savage in the .extrenie. Adolphus sate 
in the shddow of the screen which 
guarded the pale of the altar, ami there- 
fore w'as completely concealed from 
the figure, which l^e observed now at 
his Icir.ure. It was a man who resem- 

it 

bled in los stature one of the ruffians 
wl:®ai lie had encountered gjin. tlve ce- 

^ metgry 
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metery of Cronberg ; but be could not 
distinguish his features, for the vizor 
which was fastened to his inoiion was 
drawn o^'er his face, f He was armed 
with an harquebuss, and he looked 
round him anxiously as he passed close 
to the screen behind whicli Adolphus 
lay concealed. 

Adolphus instantly quitted his ex- 
posed situation, and wliile iie cauti- 
ously advanced dnto the darker s])ades 
of the interior of the abbe}', he lost 
sight of this man, who had disappeared 
in one of the adjoining aisles. Adol- 
phus ascended a little staircase which 
led to a small row' of niches, elevated 
upon an arcade, which crossed the 
choir. ’They were sufficiently elevated 
above the aisle to prevent Adolphus 
being exposed to the observation of 
any casual intruder ; and if these ruins 
^jiftre also the haunt of' banditti, he 
knew not|Whefe he could be mo»?' ef- 
fectually 
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icctuaily concealed from their view. 
From his elevated situation he com- 
manded a perfect view of the interior 
of the chapel: oji^osite to him stood 
the statue of St. Bridget, surroi)nded 
by the tombs of his ancestors, and be- 
yond them the gloomy aisles and the 
delapidated cloisters of the abbey 
branched otf into dark and distant per- 
spective. 

Tlie unhappy Adolpnus had now 
food lor musing even to madness, and 
vaiious and complicated were the 
images of yvil, which a dark and me- 
lan(‘})oly imagination conjured up to 
his view. But he struggled against 
these wild shapings of a disturbed 
fancy ; looking up towards heaven, 
he beheld, through an opening in the 
roof, millions of stan? blazing over his 
head, th(' suns of countless worlds '; 
his mind was now naturally directed to 
the ^reat Being who dwells 'beyotod 

VOL. n. ‘ M '^them;> 
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them^ the great spirit, whose word 
created the beautiful lights of heaven ; 
who spaained the blue arch, and gave 
to the Gples^fd sphe' es their motions. 
Adoljghus was struck with the awful 
reflection, that he stood now in the 
presence of that Being, and insignifi- 
cant as he was, his actions were vi- 
sible to his eyes and his thoughts were 
weighed in tlie eternal balance. But 
the mind of Adolphus was filled with 
‘consolation by tliis thought j he was 
innocent himself of those crimes which 
call down the vengeance of heaven, 
and he submitted to those trials whicli 
Providence chose to inflict on him, 
with the fortitude of a manly heart, 
and the resignation of a devout one. 

He spreaiytis pelissp upon the floor, 
whidb . was composed of fragments of 
stone i the surface of which, the feet 
of monks, or perhaps the knees of 
had worn to a glossy smooth- 



ness. Fatigue, however, had given a- 
charm to his rocky couch ; and he was 
about to repose, when a noise in the 
body of the ch^el caused him to start 
from his slumber and quit h?s cell. 
The sound proceeded from the gigantic 
statue of St. Bridget. The monstrous 
lips of the image began to mo^, and 
the body of the chaste saint, seemed 
to b'fe suddenly filled* with life. 

Adolphus, astonished at this pro- 
dig^y, feared that late events had dis- 
ordered his brain, or that a dream 
deceived him. He roused himself and 
advanced nearer to the chancel j he 
now perdeived that the statue was 
really in motion. While he attentively 
watched it, the head St. ^Bridget 
suddenly disappeared, #nd the head of 
an armed warrior, surmounted by a 
W'hite plume, rose in its place. The 
mantle of the warrior was covered 
wi^n a large white a device 

m 2 ‘ \ wtidi 
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which he now recollected he had also 
observed on the cloaks of the assassins 
whom he had discovered in the ce- 
metery, the fatal symbol of his enemies, 
the White Cross Knights ! The knight 
looked round the chancel for a few 
minutes, and finding all was still, he 
emerged from the trunk of the statue, 
and the head of St. Bridget instantly 
resumed its place; 

The knight proceeded through the 
cfiancel towards the cloisters, and 
Adolphus perceived that he stopped 
before an arched door which opened into 
one of the cells. The stranger struck on 
the door thrice with his Sword, when it 
was opened by a Monk, who, taking 
the knight by the hand, led him with- 
in the cell and dosed the door, Adol- 
phus looked again towards the statue, 
he perceived the headof St. 
Kddget had again disappeared and 
given* plac& to the countenance of a 
‘ young 
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young woman, who seemed to be 
w'atchiiig the steps of that armed 
knight with intense anxiety. When the 
monk closed tj»e door, she emerged 
from the statue, and Adolphus ins- 
tantly recognizedChristina. She placed 
herself in the shade of the chancel, 
from whence she could see every 
thing that passed in the body of the 
chapel, without ru;;miitg the lisl^ of 
discovery. Adolphu' determined ins- 
tantly to descend and join her, but *ere 
he °nad time to execute his purpose the 
knight returned from the monk’s cell. 

Adolpnns felt that he was now in 
imminent danger of detection, as the 
least motion would move his shadow 
which lay across that warrior’s way. 
He beheld two fi^ures^ advancing on 
tiptoe from the interior of lhe^.bbey ; 
one of them was considerably advanced 
before the other ; his right hind was 
fixed on the hilt of a da^er whi^h he 
• M fi l<*arri?d'‘ 

<■ M ' • 
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carried beneath his cloak, and he stole 
after the knight with cautious and 
weary steps. When the second figure 
advanced a little neart^, Adolphus im- 
mediately recognized the nidian, whom 
he had seen in the interior of the ab- 
bey. This man measured hia» steps 
exactly in th^ same proportion as the 
first, and with a savage and an eager 
eye he seemed j^ready to devopr his 
prey. The sensations which Adolphus 
felt at this scene, were such as liardly 
aUowed Mm to breathe,, and he drew 
fiarth liis, dagger in order to defend 
• himsdf in oase he should bd^ discover- 
«ed. The. man with the poignard now 
•nplil^ed his arm in ,order4oibury his 
ateel'^ni the knight’s heart j the glit- 
■ tering point' was already descending 
.'on' its victim, when , the savage, who 
Ibllowed him^ instantly shot him with 
his harquebus^ ; he uttered a cry as 
he fdlv pd Adolphus knew it to be 

the 
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the voice of Carl. Christina ruslied 
forward at the well known sound, and 
fainted near tlie body of her brother ; 
while the knigl.^, turning round, en- 
countered, as he imagined, another as- 
sassin in Adolphus, whom his eye had 
detected behind the screen of the 
chancel. 

The knight with whom Adolphus 
now contended, was. Wildcbrand him- 
self, who triumphantly announced 
himself when he sprung upon Adob 
phus j but the unequal contest between 
Adolphus and Wildebrandj who was 
fully equipped for combat, was soon 
decided ; for the harquebussier Upw 
a 'shall liorn, which soon assembled 
several aimed men, 'who wore the 
ba.lge of the White Cross. Ad<d- 
phiis was thrown upon the g3*ound, 
and completely overpowered by su- 
perior numbers. Wildebrand ordered 
the eyes of Adolphus to i*je covered 
* M 4 wiib>. 



with a bandage, and then, in a voice 
of thunder, he commanded th^m to 
bear their prisoner before Iiim to the 
subterrandfeis prisons pf the cloistoi . 
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chAp. X. 


* Dans les jours pcrilleux. 

La super&titlon euflamme sa forie ; 

11 croit par terretir rameuer les succcs. 

Charlemagne, par Prince Lucien^uonapar fir. 


While those events "vlrere passing, 
which we have endeavoured to descriBe' 
in the foregoing chapters, which so 
remarkably affected the happin*ess and 
threatened even the life of Adolphus, 
circumstances of some moment had 
occurred to Montbazon, which.it is 
now necessary to relate. ShoiiJy after 
l»is arrival at the castle of Riddarhol- 
men, he summoned the leading Chiefs 
of that party to i||bose interests he had. 
devoted himself y he laid .before them 
the several plans be ha^d matured, for, 
M 5 ' * 'the 
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the purpose of effecting with certainty 
and without risk the object they had 
in view,|lpnd he desiied that each 
member would carefully consider them 
’ere they bound themselves by that 
vow of fidelity which was necessary to 
give confidence to their chief. 

John III. who at this time reigned 
in Sweden, had passed several years 
of his youth in the solitary confine- 
ment of a den only a few feet square. 
When4he excesses of his brotlie,r Eric 
XIV. caused him to be dethroned, 
iJohn '^as ele\atcd from Iv’s prison to 
the throne, anct he retaliated on the 
idoposed monarch the same barbaious 
.punishment \shich Eric had inflicted 
on himself. But in the school of ad- 
.versity, John had not learned pi;u- 
, derice or wisdom, and the attempt 
iwhich he made to introduce the reli- 
gion of the Qhurcliof Rome, proved 
vsftjgUlarly odious to the majoiity of 

his 
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his -subjects. ’To prevent tire execu- 
tion of this design, and even to de- 
throne the monarch if he persisted in 
this outrage on j,he estaWi^ed laws of 
the realm, was the. secret object of 
Moutbazon and his associates. They 
assembled in the neglected • ruins of 
Riddarholmen, and some Advantages 
wbifch they quickly discovered in this 
placfe, caused it to be singularly well 
adapted to their purpose. They erect- 
ed the sacred banner of the ff^te 
Cross, as declaratory of their holy war- 
fare, and they assumed on trfieir dress 
the chaste emblem, as typical of the 
spotless life of its founder, and expres- 
sive of the purity of the doctrines they 
professed and of , their resista’nce to ' 
.the errors, — ^the pomps and. vanities— 
and the meretricious pageantry p£ the 
Church of Rome. Montbazon, when 
they assemblers to .take the dreadful 
oath which bound * them tpgelher, 

M 6 ♦ dw^t 
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dwelt on the necessity of unanimity, 
cssHitiony^and secresy, aid on the ex- 
pediency of delaying the moment of 
decisive action until ^ their measures 
were sufficiently ,ripe for execution. 
The majority of the knights of the 
White Cross consisted of hot-headed 
enthusiasts*' and religious visionaries, 
whose sanguine expectations were con- 
sidetably damped by the prudent cau- 
tion which governed Montbazon in 
his resolyep. He had learned firom ex- 
perience the necessity Cqt extreme 
coolness end calculation ’ere so exten- 
sive ah enterprize was commenced, 
and^ his increasing years might have 
given to his manner a solemmiy not 
calculated to meet the aspiring hopes 
of the young an^jmprudeut,, nor to^ 
givo enr ouragems to those hot spirits 
who were eager to' rush into the 
cannon's mouth. The White Cross 
Kuoil^ts. viahn^ and hoped totmd'in 

their 



OF UtRICA. 


253 


their promised leader something mira- 
culous and overpowering — a mind that 
would dazzle and confound— >a frame 
that might de/y%the elements— a good 
fortune, which might spring from his 
presiding star— and the aid of those 
unknown and hidden povrcrs, which 
they were willing to asciflhbe to that 
philosopher who had penetrated so 
decjily into the mysteries of nature. 
Such were their vain imaginings and 
such the nature of those hopes which 
the staid and simple appearance of 
Montbazon so speedily dissiplited. GHic 
usual ditlcrence of c^inion,* seldsh 
views and rash r^cdveS prevailed in 
the councils of the conspirators, and 
they were not, like the celebrated'tri- 
umvimte, ready to sacrifice their mu- 
tual friends to die ^irit of «oncord, 
although the lives of some of thek 
near relatives were demanded as ne- 
cessary victims from Ihe J(j^ive«part 



TH£ CURSE 


tbey had taken in assisting John III. 
in his designs. The knights bad se- 
cretly c^lected those vassals on whom 
they could depend in the castle of 
Biddarholmen ; but their numbers 
'Were too few to enable them to take 
the field; money, the sinew of war, was 
wanting, and such was the exhausted 
and distracted state of the country, 
that tbey found k even difficult to'pro- 
cure the suppliei^ which were necessary 
Tor the few troops they had collected. 
The White Cross Knights were obliged 
therefore!^ to spend their tipie in in- 
^glorious idleness, ’and by night they 
isometimes stole* out like banditti to 
.pillage the surrounding country, or 
tUey'tdok a mean revenge in burning 
.the castles of their, foes, the Catholic 
Barons^ whom they did not dare to 
jaieet in the field. The winter set in 

t 

h’with all its accustomed severity. The 
iteoops .^nunired Tor money and food. 

Montbazon 
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Montbazon read a reproach in every 
ejc, and he waa certain that his dis'^- 
grace was not tar distant. He panted 
in such an esiiprgency for an honour- 
able deatli ; but whither could he lead 
his mutinous 'troops? If he headed 
them in the open field, the ^King’s 
troops were too numerous to aliow a 
man of them to escape. To lead them 
out by night,— to Turk in holes and 
corners, was a disliononrable thought 
tliat his soul disdained. Too many of 
auch excesses had occurred, and so 
diminished was the powe# of his au- 
thority, that he lound it utterly im- 
possible to restrain these outrages. 
■Subord nation was at an end — mutiny, 
open and daring mutiny raged in Rid- 
daihelnien, aniUthe evil was at its 
height. Montbazon was in despair, 
and It was only the thought of Edda 
•which prevented the comittission of 
despeffate action. ^Mootb^on 
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had placed Edda in a part of the castle 
a^oining the ^turret of Olaus. As this 
situation was very remote from those 
apartments to which jie White Cross 
Knights had access, her residence in 
Riddarholmen was unknown to them. 
At stated times, Montbazon would 
pass some time in her retreat, and thesex 
visits proved to him now his only con> 
solatifti. It was proposed at the ilext 
council that Mmttbazon should resign 
his command ; and that hero, with an* 
guish in his heart, was obliged to yield 
to the humiliating necessity of^his evil 
fortune. He declared, however, to 
the knights, that he should still regard 
himself as a member of their confe- 
deracy, and he hoped that under a 
more fortunate leadeCrhe might witness 
the successAil termination of their 
plans, or find a grave beside 

in honOuSrM>le death. This 
wat^ rechived wiih great ap- 
plause. 
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plause, and Montbazcm retired deeply 
afifected. After a long panse, during 
which the knights were a&cted with 
> arious emotions,^ tliere ai^pse a mur- 
mur among them, and. they cavilled 
with one another, demanding Who 
should be theinnew leader. 

ji^aron Kruzen, who might be deem- 
ed one of the most courageous and 
intrepid among them*, and who %a» 
also remarkable for an acute and pe- 
netrating mind, now rose witli great 
solemnity, and begged leave to pro- 
pose for their consideration, a knight 
whom he pledged himself would sever 
be found wanting in their ^utmost 
need. ' i 

All the kn%hts now spoke together, 
and demanded “ \vhat man is this? 
“ and where does he abide „ 

“ He is everywhere to be founds" 
replied thft Baron ; *** he is mighty 
“ and irresistible > he 'is^ahov* ps gmd 
• « below 
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“ below us: he perhaps sits among 
“ us at this moment !” 

All tlie White Cross Knights gay# 
an exclamation of siyprise. Tlie Baron 
stopped for a few moments ; his agita- 
tion was so great, he could with dif- 
ficulty proceed. 

“ Hear me, Knights of the Whjte 
“ Cross,” exclaimed the Baron j “ at 
“ ^5iis secret hour of miduiglit, I have 
a tale to ihifold which almost sur- 
passies belief!. , .but who ever doubted 
of my courage, (A my word ? there 
lies nfcy gauntlet for him who would 
” gainsay^ me. ‘Pardon me, knights! 

we are brethren !— -but the recol- 
** lection of this man' shakes me 
with feari and disorder my mind ! 
** I am no green, enthusiast ; but we 
kno-w that the dekd have been lais- 
ed, and the spirits of the departed 
^ have walked with frail and sinful 
“ anortility f yea, upon the earth hath 

« the 
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“ the angel of«iljie Lord descended, 
“ and smote with a sword of tire the 
“ enemies of the true religion ! Thet^e 
“ things have come to pass in old 
“ time. But wliftu has the true faith 
“ endured greater perils than in these 
“ days ? Who would say tliat a pro- 
“ phet may not arise, and dissipate 
“*the darkness of a barbarous age ? I 
“ feel even now the indications qf an 
“ approaching spirit;^ it encourages 
“.me to proceed, and it summons ih« 

to a dreadful rjeckoning, if I fail to 
“ obey the commands which. are laid 
“ upon m'e.” 

The knights looked on one ano?ther 
in silence, , and then on the Baron, who 
continued in. a low and l^rl'ul tone of 
•voice. “ It was at midnight this 
“ dread being appeared to me. It 
** bade me announce to you,* (hat for • 
“ him was .reserved 'tlic swoijd of vie- 
“ tory. He foretoldrthat yyi sl^ould 

“ elect 
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“ elect him your leader ; yea, even 
“ this hight should he stand in the 
“ midst of you ! . 

** This night ! ! !” exclaimed all the 
knights. ^ 

EVen so ! I despised the injunc- 
“ tions of my mysterious visitor. It 
“ appeared^ to me thrice — and twice 
“ it came in anger ; but now for the 
“ repose of my^soul I have performed 
^ ** his biddings I therefore propose to 
** you, Tigerhidm Count of Ravens* 
** wolcl, of Hungary ! — elect him your 
« chief.’* 

4 

AH the khights, who w^ere deeply 
pen^ated with awe during the recital, 
now cried out with one voice, ** we 
** elect ’Hgjiyhieim, Count of Ravens- 
** wold, commander of the White 
“ Cross Knights 1* 

^ The Baron now sat down, exclaim* 
ing, **it is wcH done: now let him 


« Appear* 
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Appear! appear!** exclaimed all 
the knights. 

* The doors of the vault in which they 
held their midnigl^ sitting, were sud- 
denly thrown open and a %ure ap- 
peai'ed in the midst of them, of gigan- 
tic stature, tiis face* was disfigured 
with scars, and the lower part of it 
concealed by a dark and flowing 
beard ; his eyes were animated by a 
severe expression, which caused a pow- 
<irful .sensation in those who beheld 


him. His form was nearly enveloped 
hy a robe of white fur, on wfiich the 
white cross was embroidered in silver ; 
his head, aqd the upper part of his 
face was covered with a helmet of 
solid gold, on the front of**^ which was 
placed the eyes, scalp, and fangs of a 
tiger.' From the top of his oSqud 


sprung a flickering flaqae of^blue lighf^ 
which tinged his features as he jpoved. 
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and gave them a peculiar ghastly e\- 
pression ! 

At the appearance of this strange 
being, the knights^ rose in disorder, 
and grasped their swords. 

Who summoned Tigerhielm, 
Count of Ravenswold ?” exclaimed 
the stranger. 

“ Art thou not a spirit ?” cried on* 
of the knights fearfully. 

“ I am flesh and blood,” replied 
the stranger^ ** put forth your .hands 
“ and feel me.” 

The knights were convinced that he 
spoke the truth.' 

“ Who are ye whose summons 
“ I have obeyed ?” demanded Tiger- 
hdelm. ' 

« ^e are free ‘brethren of the ti’ue 
fidth,, knights of the holy cross,*’ 
egcdaimeflf the kc^^hts, “ and we have 
elected you ew chiefs” 


“ Was 



OF ULRICA. 


SG3 

“ Was it for* this 1 was summoned 
“ from Hungary?” said Tigerhielm 
gravel}, “ Well, let bo it ’so, I must 
“ respect t])e tenure by wliich I hold 
“ my life.” ' 

“ From Himgaiy% even now ?” de- 
manded one of the knights with 
terror. 

“ No, Sir Knight, it is a year since 
“ I ^as summoned this mission— 
“ and all that time hi^ve I been tra- 
“ veiling hither !” 

“ •This is passing straftge,” exclaim- 
ed one of the knights. 

Doth it exceed the power of 
“ God?” dcinanded Tigerhielm con- 
temptuously. 

The knight replied , in the negative, 
and tlien turning to the knight who 
sat beside him-, he whispered, “ On 
“ my soul, this man speaks as com- 
“ maiuling as though he’ sat among 
“ women and chiidiren 


The 
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The knights now to&k the oath ot 
fidelity to their new chief; he then 
demanded of them what were their 
wants ? “ we want provisions, soldiers, 
arms, and rndney,” cried different 
voices. 

Here is that which will supply 
« you,” said Tigerhielm, taking from 
under his robes' a profusion of gold, 
with which he spread the table. - “ If 
« this is not sufficient,” continued he, 
** name the sum— and ye shall be sup> 
•« plipd.” 

The knights were silent through 
fear and astonishment; they looked 
upon Tigerhielm in tiiat midnight 
hour-— they were struck' with the aw- 
ful character of his countenance ; and 
heated as thmr minds were by re- 
ligious ^thtteiasm, and visionary pro- 
jed^s, they believed that the Lord 
had fitvoureo their undertaking, and 
ibad, eudswedf 'with extraordinary 

powers. 
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powers, him whom he had raised up 
to be the champion of their faith. As 
soon as they had recovered from their 
surprize, they dounted the sum of 
gold, and found it to exceed their 
present wants. Plenty now reigned 
in Riddarholmen, the soldiers became 
pacified, and (he discontented knights 
were^held in awe by ^the miracles per- 
formed by this extraordinafy man. 
At every sitting of the council at mid- 
niglift, Tigerhielm depoi^ited the same 
sum of gold before them, wjaich was 
more in Value than any private for- 
tune could supply. Their astonish- 
ment at this never failing treasure was 
intense, but none 4ared to ^estion 
their haughty chief upon the subject. 
Some said that he had discov^|d the 
philosopher’s stone — others that he 
was a prophet who performed mi- 
racles — while not a bfellbved ,fhat 

• 

it was the evil spirit himself, sent; to" 
voL. II. N • temp 
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tempt them into wickedness, and be- 
tray them into damnation. Tiger- 
hielm sometimes upbraided them with 
entertaining surmises^to his prejudice; 
but he never condescended to en- 
lighten them with regard to himself— 
he dwelt in ^rkness and obscurity— 
and his proceedings Were veiled in 
mystery. No one was aware of the 
moment he mig},it appear among them 
—all obstacles disappeared before him 
—bolts and bars seemed to fly back at 
his approach— and in the moments of 
his anger, his appgarance wks abrupt, 
terrible and mysterious. Tlie terrible 
energy of his character ^lone with 
full power and effect when he appeared 
at tile head of the White Cross Knights, 
whom he always led on to victoiy. 
K#it was tlieir day,— and at mid- 
night they emerged irom their secret 
> recedes, fiid seotired the country. 
Several supcessful ands^ret attacks 
* were 
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w ore made ou tlic troops of John III,, 
\\ ho fled ia dismay, and knew not how 
lo cope or where to encounter this 
swift and secret^cnemy. The White 
Cross Knights made forced marches in 
the night, and the most active of the 
partisans of the catholic party were 
carried off from their castles in the 
remote extremities of the kingdom 
and immured no ope knew where. The 
awful denunciations which condemned 
their foes and exposed them po their 
poignards, were posted up in the most 
public places, and so daring were their 
attempts, that a threat was conveyed 
into the secret recesses of the king’s 
palace, and j;iet his eye on the, coun- 
cil-table when surrounded by those 
barons whom his fsus had suddenly 
assembled. But their exploits, ItQW- ‘ 
ever severe and impaling to their ene- 
mies, were always conducted^ accord- 
ing po the laws of honour and* of 
N 2 . knighthood. 
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knighthood. In all their expeditions 
under their ,new chief, the natural 
protection of age and sex was re> 
spected es e sacred harrier, which no 
true and' honourable knight everidered 
to violate : and although the affriglited 
and superstitious peasants, alarmed at 
tile strange appearance of their white 
mantlea» end surprised by the velocity 
,of their V>ovemeht$* often hailed thejn 
as celeathd spirits as they pa^^ed, or 
seniBti^es.deprecahed these es den^ons; 
yet<«o great was the forbearance pf 
the werrio^,and so strict their disci- 
,pUue^ that/ they never ascribed to 
, th^m the pasrions and ^petifes of 
frail and sinful mortality,^. ,, ^ 

, . Wl^dfibr^d, w|)p vas ipdnnltj^d J^y 
fi^nof iintoithp jny8t^tie8,jQf 
•spinscyfhed jpindd ii- chiefly ftoro the 
j ippes.it a^j^di pf^jfbr^^ding 
. lus desigpa^,;p€ippe#c^ Edda, . ac- 
eempUshing},tbQ^ 

‘ t ‘ which 
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which he meditated against his rival 
Adolphus. But his disappointment 
may be easily imagined, when Mont- 
bazon would ivt comply with his 
urg|^t reqdest to be admitted into the 
presence of her he loved, and even 
withheld from him all information of 
the place of her concealment. B6m- 
ing with anger and' revenge, it wai he 
who first sowed the heeds of 'disiimaftion 
among the'' White Cross^i Knights ^ and 
while' he Shught by evdry means in .his 
power to ‘effect the diSgrace^Of Mont- 
bazon, hb never relaxed a moment in 
his search after Bdda, whom, he had 
every redaon to'sUpposd was Aonctealed 
within thewiran^ of Riddirrholmen. So 
securely' ^as'Bdda pllJ6dd, owing to 
ih^ kiiowled^d tvlilfch Monfbaion had 
acquired of the Secret ^sses/bf the 
castle/ that‘idie'’fikd‘ eluded the sedrch 
of this 'unpl'iin^l^*nuUlf Until the 
ni^t od ’whlkih Adolphus' Uhfhftti- 
N 3* • nately 
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natdy wandered through those pai'ls 
of the castle which were in the pos- 
session of the knights. This happened 
shortly after the disgrace of Mont- 
bazon, who, from his want of inflttgice 
among the knights, was now doubly 
anxious to keep Eddy’s retacal ftoin 
their knowledge. 

‘Amipng those knights wlio had pur- 
sued Adolphus was Wildebrand, who 
had instantly reco^ized the figure of 
his rival. His rage and jedouSy may 
be easily imagined when he beheld 
Adolphus and Edda in the j)ictufc 
gallery, jiscending thrmigh the frame 
of Aigismund’s* portrait. Eortimately 
his was -the only eye which liad beheld 
thejp.i^isadcount therefore, unsupport- 
ed by any other testimony, Was starcfe- 
ly credited by the council, who were 
? HovWer induced^ by Wildebrand to 
issue an n^eV, t^t me avenue le^dihg 
to * idigismund^s portWt should^ be 
' searched 
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'ioarchetl, and ail those who might be 
found there concealed, brought before 
them. Montbazon had taken the pre- 
caution (the moment he had ascer- 
tained from £dt^ the possibility of 
Adotphus having been detected in his 
mode of escape,) to remove the por- 
trait of Sigismund and fix another in 
its place. Ute kni^ts, who never 
visited that part of the castle, did not 
observe the alteration in a gallery 
which was crowded with pictures, and 
on forcing the portrait of Sigismund 
from its frame, they fijwid* it con- 
cealed the top of a circular recess, 
whose extreme depth no light could 
penetrate, and which was the remains 
of one of ^hose wells springing from 
under the foundation of die cadtl^ 
which was intended formeiiy to^supply / 


it with wutPT in case of siqge. li was ^ 
certain death for a}iy of them to en!^ 
counter * thcr jftswnant air of this i 

• ' l' *'■ dt ‘ 



it r^m^iinpd therefore nrsediched; and 
Wild^jrand, c^rsJng his rival, and his 

* '£• * 4'f 1 * t > 11 

own rate, ^was^obl^ed jtp give up all 
]j|opes furtli^r puisuit. He was still 
cpujfiyced^however^that ^oine decep- 
tion^had l^ep ^practised on hfm, and 
he^wjatchpd ever^ avenu 6 0/ the castle, 
and penetrated into many of the secret 
^assi^e^ with^ which it abounded. ^ 

^ ^ In Ijn^in^ tliese^ efforts^ he disco- 
verei^ a, secict^ way |e^dipg from 
pije fi^ the deepest rece^sses, qf the 
kni|rt^i^’ subterraneous dwelling and 
opi^jjing ^ti^pugh the statue of St. 
J^^et ibt^^ ^he ruins of the ab- 
j ^e not cpmrannicaliethis 
disppy^y |ip his companions i lie re- 
a purpose wUpfr h^* had 

^CQpp^e^ ^thin J^e statui|, when he 
frQ% .th^ thp^ .y«ice of 

, ^^utgo i^ppnvf|8ati9n,ipth ah'ran- 
. 9i(^. ^ h^ but 

lately 
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lately arrived : it was just after the 
fatal destruction of Count Momer’s 
chdteau of Cronberg; and he had 
come to investi^te the state ol* the 
abbey, and to calculate th$ probable 
extent of repairs, *ere he came to take 
possession in the full pomp and dig- 
nity of his newly acquired preferment. 
The conversation which Wildebrand 
heard, alarmed him. 'Hie Kli^g*8 irre- 
vocable determination to abide in the 
catholic faith was triumphantly men- 
tioned : his immense exertions 'in rais- 
ing new levies was praised and dis- 
cussed ; and the speedy extermination 
of the White Cross Knighti fervently 
desired, and conhdendy pftidic^ed. 
Little did Rezzonico dream, that one 
who bore that dreaded name was with- 
in hearing of him, and thdt^he'was 
surrminded on eveiy< side by th^h fear- 
M bands'! The kii^ltfe|”%o^er, 
wei'4' appiis^, 'Wt poor Bcan- 
N 5 * • discaa 
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ctscanfriai^ had taken refuge in the 
mined elohters $ but engaged in the 
cnateiipla<»dn of greater designs, they 
dad abt seek to destroy these feeble in* 
sects 'vrhom they despised, and tsbom 
th*y kfnew would be crushed in the 
fHll of the ' piilar of the state. Those 
whom humanity of T^erhicltn drst 
spared, .the treacheiy of Wildebrand 
afterwards pmtected; and they re^ 
mained in. the fatal spot, entirely ig- 
norant of theic danger. .If. ’ » ^ 

Hildebrand’s mind was not of the 
viaaonary cast of his ass<»ciat£s<$ he was 
aettiated at present by no other •ei:^ct 
thsh tta«^ desirr of gratifying his pas- 
wona. Regardless' fd* the most sacred ' 
oaths, ’end trampling on every prin- 
ciple ofboitwti he w^ld luve devoted 
himself., td whatever party tlmt could 
give £dda hiia°, as the reward of 
bis ireaeonijt Tba^coiiid and. thn sur- 
plion hbtid ia eqpud contempt, and 
■ ' ' he 
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he took little delight in those disputes 
and perplexing controversies respect- 
ing the knotty points of fiuth, which 
so much eng^e(^ the attention of his 
assooortes. He immediatdiy recok. . 
lected the voice Rezzonico, vfhom 
chahee had introduced him to at Hhm* 
burgh. Theie object at idutttuher was 
the same. — -tlie destruction of Adol* 
p^us : and by tins bond ^eir friend'- 
ship was cemented. Wildebrand now 
visited the monk in secret, but with- 
out as yet compromising his asabciatds, 
or givin'g any hint of thek designs. 
To watch his secret interviews, which 
she apprehended boded no good to the 
White- Cross Knights, vras tbb pur- 
pose of Christina, who had foHowed 
him through the p^age of the Statue | 
a way she was well acquaint!^ With,* 
and which was formed by the mcml^ 
in the day of tbear saant^s pix)i^rity, 
H 6 * to 
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to.piaiCtice theirpiousiraudsi and send 
/n^na their \(rooden, (Sod. 

Christina J»d{jl?eeai eednced wme 

years .(i^at S^ir<M> > Kruzen 

wboo^ j)re>ib9ve^ ^ready mentioned. 
^e,ba4 net (yet thonght proper to 
reward bpr fidelity by the matriwonial 
tip, was ijodignant that he 

had,ii^i44fiUe4 promise, bd had 
jxdeipiy^v|n to hie sister* Jie eft- 
4eay^e4 dissuade Christiiia from 

hohlipg,*nf .fiuther intercowee with 
(he ^ron, without eflfeqt j and, he now 
resf^vfdtp watch her footst^s, and 
he tocdc..up.hia abode, for some days in 
g^ie When beh^ Chris- 

tinar.W^tingi and a knight ^proach- 
ing hf% he iw<lcd no, fiutber proof of 
ita^being.k^^diMid th^< led hjim to 
,fxecitte!jj;h%<^noif,r«rel3®e #“«h we 
’ have^ ^lr€is4y, rdiatod. It not sur- 
,pri|jng^t^ mietress o«f> Kruzen 

,• , » / j( "(onG 
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(one of t^e first who ' Erected ih^ ban- 
ner of the cross) should be ki some de- 
gree initiated in the -secrets of the 
confederacy. From the love she bore 
the Baron, ^e became attached to 
the instituthm he had contributed to 
fonm j and many trifling dtcumsltahces 
led her to suspect the treahheiy of 
Wildebrand, It happened that at the 
* 'time Adolphus was siezed' by 'WBde- 
brand, Tigerfaielm was absent oh a 
fUstant expedition with some Of -the 
braved knights. Kruzen had ‘been 
nominated to the command of Rid- 
darholmen during his absence; but 
•in 'consequence of his being attacked 
with a severe illness, the effects of a 
neglected wound,* the command '■ de- 
voived upon *Wildebra(nd. ■ Wilde- 
bran<i|f^ di^osition was 6^-,a nature 
that spurned at* all authori^. ' His 
restless and dnsatisfied BMid cbUldmot 
bear the* wholesome restraint* of dis- 

» 'cipline 
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cijilinc, ‘nor the iiccessar}’ contreul of 
ft chief } and he envied the man whom 
he had not attflScient victue to emu^ 

hue. » 

/ 

There wes one drcumstance howo 
ever, whieii eontributed to increase 
Wildehrand^s dislike of Tigerhielm, 
which he -carefully concealed from his 
assocktes. He recollected at the first 

* t 

glftBce, that lie had seen the lace of 
Uiis chief beA)re ; and after some pain> 
ful refiectioh, he remembered it was 
at tlie Fontaine d’Or, at Leipzig, that 
he had seen tliis man in the as- 


sumed character of tlie Hungarian 
Jew— that old conjurer, as he- termed 
him, who had publicly disgraced him. 
He was convinced then, that Tigerhiclm 
and the Hungarian Jew was one and the 
same person ; but he found it difficult 


0 Mconcile the dilierence of their 
hT The few sf^eared to- be four* 
eWi and t>ent beneath the weight of 


years 
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years and iiifirinitics. Tigerliielm was 
not much above half that' age, and he 
was as apiight and ' nmseula]' as an 
Hercules. Wilde^raiul atlength resolved 
this difficult point entirely to hit own 
satisfaction^ by deciding that the Hun« 
garian was in possession of the seenef of 
the philosopher’s stone and elixif‘vttee^ 
and by taking a draught of the latter^ 
he could, at pleasure restore himself to 
the vigour of his youth. Wildebrand 
was credulous, and having often h^ard 
of the possibility of this giand disco- 
very, he' was now convinced that this 
new chief owed all his fame and 
power solely to the possession of this 
wonderful secret: that secresy and 
mystery with which all the operations 
of Tigerfeiekn were conducted^’ could 
have tkx other source than 4n this 
cause. ’ ‘ ' 

An extraordinary neene of ambition 
now anfoided itself to WildebraiJd’s 

* mind ; 
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mind : he burned to become possessed 
of Tigeirhidra*s secret of inexhaustible 
riches and eternal life— tuid of £dda 
to share his Mrealih and bless his for- 

i’ 

tune i’ by these means he would throw 
into shnde the lustre of his micestors, 
and become the most powerifal of the 
princes of Zaremberg. The difficulty 
of effecting his design stared him in 
the face. He considered, however, 
that although the frame of Tigerhielm 
might be io renewed by his art, a» to 
last for ever, yet that it could not be 
invulnerable to sudden death. He 
conceived it extremely probable that 
Tigerhielm carried about his. own per- 
son the valuable secret ; but it was the 
fear that he did not, and his dread lest 
so pre^ous an art sHould expire with 
him, that preserved the chief &om this 
assassin's poison of murderous steel. 

While Wildebrand revolved in his 
own mind these schemes’’ of' future 

t ‘ ... 

' ambition. 
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ambitiooi the circumstatDce occurred^ 
which we have related in the last 
jcbapter: an eveait whieli seemed to 
promise him the faTom‘>able termina- 
tion of his plans; for he locked upon 
the capture of Adolphus as the fore- 
runner hf his success. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. 5cr* 


ogni rhc ’ntrgtg. DANrt. 

All liope abau^on ye who ciUer here. 

Thb orders of Wlldelffand were in* 
stantly obeyed, a'nd Adolphus, sup* 
ported on the shoulders ef several anp* 
ed ma), was rapidly borne through 
the ruins of the cloisters. They set 
down their burthen before a small por- 
tal, and knocked witli their swords 
againstan iron door. A hoarse voice 
from within demanded gruffly^ who 
knocked? " ’Tis Otter/’ replied one' 
of the guaods; ! **> Then entw:,” said 
tlfo voice* within^ a%d the duor flew 
open. They^ade Adolpliue. stoop hia 
hedl i’s he passed through the.lo^ add 

nftriQW 
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narrow apertUrc: “ now descend,” 
cried his guards. Adolphus felt him- 
self on the brink of a flight of narrow 
stone stairs. Two and forty steps he 
descended from* the surface of the 
earth to the recesses of his solitary 
prison. After having proceeded for 
sojne distance along a passage, whose 
dismal echoes repeating the footsteps 
of Bis guards and the clang of their 
antis struck a eifld fear on the heart of 
Adplpiius, tliey stopped before a 
cell, removed the bandage from his 
eyes, and unbound his arms! One of 
the guards who attended him struck a 
light and .set a lamp a burning which 
hung against the wall in a corner of 
the cell ; he then lifted a heavy heap 
of cljains wl)icli were rivetted at one 
extremity into a staple drive® into the 
wall, and he fastended* the other end 
of them to the wrist pf Adolphui 
Adolplvhs looked round and suruey- 

• ; • ed 



ed his miserable dungebn. -The walk 
were old jind damp — the moisture 
fiounsljed the fungous exorescendes 
and slimy £lth, which threw out nox- 
ious isnd poasoQous eichalation^ while 
mts an4 tcads peeped out from' the 
br<^a crevices. The heavy aad loath- 
someair threw a chill over the brave 
heart of 44olphiiis. He reclined him- 
eelf ilk ^lenttBorrc^ against the side of 
hk dungeon, I aiKt'.gawd Km his chains 
while Jhis^tears dropped on them. . He 
&k hiaapelf sick, at heart, and the exer- 
tions whi(4i hei had made in his resist- 
ance had overpoit<ered his body with 
fatigim-' lik guards had left him to 
tlie.mel^holy reflections of his heart, 
and , the-^ only ^ sound which disturbed 
his .nevearje-wasjthe^sneasuredi&at-M 
jlllihe ceoti^iwhopaoml the>pasaage 
uSm the mdaide of hit dtnigitt>ti. t > t 
j >u<Afkef seme tumel hadielapsed,a noise 
in,i«hte, dmagiranj .soused him'fteui his 

melancholy 
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melancholy reflections. He looked up 
and started when be beheld the %ure 
which stood opposite to him. . It WM 
a dwarf of about four feet high, whose 
immense bony tfnd unwieldy head ex- 
aggerated the diminutive proportions 
of his figure. His coarse ainl repul- 
sive features were destitute almost of 
human expression. > It seemed like am 
att^pt of nature in her most wayward 
mood, and playing w/ith her womt ma- 
ter^ls to give *a rude and Unfinished 
outline of a satyr. But from the ehaos 
of his countenance. there was no/eelV 
ing to be extracted^ which could de- 
note the p/esence of an itfimortal soul 
within. The passions which: crossed 
Just sallow viss^, and at times mailed 
homBtbing < of their character on ' it, 
were onljt the groveling and brutal 
calls of instiact. ' Atresembhutoe might 
hO' tracedcia be^’torthC hwoln 
And beastly. Indian x^tose chariot 

wheels 
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wheds roll in blood ovcl the prostrate 
bodies of its worshippcis, or to that 
god of rudely sculptuied stone which 
is erected in the valleys of tlie noith, 
and when die moon shines on it, seems 
to frown terrific on the timid and pros* 
trate La^dander, who pays to it his 
superstitious homage. His face was 
marked with scars, and his blearqd eyes 
rolled wildly in their sockets } his hair 
which was of a sickly red, was parted in 
one seam' at the top, and hung down 
to his shoulders on each side in filthy 
masses hfs coat was made of leather 
and lined with sheepskin, and a broad 
belt was buckled round his waist, in 


which tr?o large pistols were stuck : a 
swoid almost as long as himself hung 
frenn his belt, and cdhipleted his for* 
in^bie appearance. He grinned witli 
jrilvage deU^st when he looked upon 
^Ad^jdins, iasad tlie rattling of his pro* 
tradsall duurk’s teeth* as he* chuckled 

with 
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with pleasure,' resembled the chatter* 
ing of an ape. He made several at- 
tempts to speakj but so much , was he 
overcome witli intoxication, that with 
difficulty he starniiaered out, ** Otter 
“ is“ quite rejoiced to s— ee you here 
“ at last. I swore tliat I wotdd catch 
“ you and make yon- pay for your 
“ p — — p — piping.” 

“* Is this some, fiend ai hell,” cried 
Adolphus, struck with hoiror, “sent 
“ to torment me for my sins?” 

“ Come, come/*- said Otter, “ no 
“ com — com— pliments } I am glad 
“ to, to, to see you4iere.’* 

“ Wretch! b^one!’’ cried Adol- 
phus ; “ if I am to su&r, let not my 
" last hours be disturbed by this cruel 
“ mockery of a devil in scarcfely hu- 
“ man shape.” “ . ’ 

** If you would spend thesedast mo- * 
” ments in peace,” , jrcpiiefl Otter, 
** you would do well to tf^t me with 

V a liltle 
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** a little more respect, ‘and make me 
“ your friend.” 

“ Friend !. . . respect !”. . . repeated 
Adolphus ironically. 

“ Hast any gold ^ hast any du— 

du — ducats?” demanded Otter. 

“ I Irave none,” replied Adolphus. 

“ Ha !”— exclaimed Otter, with a 
savage grin which extended his mouth 
from ear to ear. 

A thought now glanced on the mind 
of Adolphu|, tliat it (vas possible to 
mould even the mind of this demon 
to a good purpose by the ope^’ation of 
the powerful vice which seemed to 
sway him — ^avarice might lure him from 
the scent of the blood. 

“ Suppose tlien for a moment,” 
said Adolphus, that 1 have wealth 
** sufficient to satisfy the utmost crav- 
JlKngs of your avaricious soul, what 
” i|rvice^s it in your power to render 
“ me ? Can you set me free ? Give 



• OF ULRICA. ‘^80 


me tny liberty, and a rich ’ fe- 
“ ward !” 


** Reward 1” interrupted Otter; 
“ shew me how it may be possible— 
“ my protection— a key ta all the 
“ fastenings of your |)rison, you see,” 
cried Otter, shewing it, and endea- 
vouring to' soften the ferocity of his 
countenance into grafiious smile, 
“ you see it is a master-key.” 

“ Then this boon shall be thine,” 
died Adolphus, taking off from his 
linger his diamond ring. It, was the 
same ring which the good Axel Olof 
refused to accept from him, and Adol- 
phus sighed bitterly while he gazed on 
it, for it was his father’s ring, hnd he 
felt he might never see it more. 

“ What, that glass toy!” exclaimed 
Otter,' as he advanced hastily to*Adol- 
phus. He adiroitly snatched the ring 
out of the haiid of Adolphus and ^eld 


it up to the lamp, 

VOL. II. 


“ l^.the cross of 
• Christ, 


o 
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“ Christ, it sparkles prettily; and now 
“ you shall sec,” said Otter, “that I aim 
** a man of my word.” Otter adv anced 
towards Adolphus with an expressive 
grin, and applied a key to the iron 
band which confined his wrist ; the 
chains instantly fell to the ground, 
and Adolphus felt himself immediately 
relieved on being freed from their 
weight. ” Now then,” said Otter, 
“ follotv me, but speak not.” 

Otter 'threw the massive door of tlic 
dungeon back upon its hinges, ^\ith 
scarcely any exertion of his prodigious 
strength. On the outside passage 
two torches of pine lay burning. He 
gave orfc of these to Adolphus ; and 
after whispering spme words in the 
ear of the sentind, which Adolphus 
could mot hestr, he seized the other 
between his teeth,* and grasping in his 
a heavy ifbn bar, he pioceeded 
’ down 
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down die passage followed by Adol- 
phus. 

By the light of his torch, which 
flashed along the gloomy walls, Adol- 
phus e?farained" the interior of this 
extraordinary place. The passage was 
regularly arched ; and from the large 
masses of stone winch were employed, 
their peculiar time-worn form and the 
deep green tints which mottled their 
furrowed surface, the construction of 
th^ subterraneous prison must have 
have been a work of great antiquity. 
It appeared to be one of those dread- 
1 ul places of confinement which were 
generally the appendages of monastic 
institutions* Here, no doubt, .the most 
cruel scenes of torture were devised 
and practised pn’their victims, by un- 
relenting fiends who prdfaned tlie 
rites and ceremonies of the Holy Qne» 
in the pursuit of tliose sinhfl excesses 
where either bigotry, avarice, or lust, 
o 3 . predominated. 
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predominated, and inflicted on tliosc 
who resisted them the severest of all 
punisliments — a protracted and linger- 
ing death, in God’s name. On each 
side were low doors bossed with iron, 
leading into the cells of the con- 
demned, and similar to that in which 
Adolphus had been confinorl. Otter, 
who complained of the tardiness of 
Adolphus, now vented on him the 
grossest abuse, and bade him increase 
his speed, for they had a good way,to 
go before they arrh ed ^.t the place of 
their dcstiilation. While he was talk- 
ing, Adolphus was near slipping in 
descending three or four stQUC steps 
which led to a turn in the passage. He 
insts^ntly. recollected that on his being 
led to tlie ceU there were no steps on 
the way ; it \vas jevident therefore that 
Otter was leading liim a contraiy way, 
and perhap: rleceivjing him* He gave 
a hint ^of his suspicions to Otter, who 
/ turned 
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turned round and gave him an angi^j 
glance. 

“ Thunder and lightning !” he vo- 
ciferated, “ if it was to lakes of liquid 
" pitch and boiling brimstone, to the 
“ I'owest among the tortured damned 
“ beneath hell’s burning throne, whi- 
“ ther 1 lead thither should you fdlow 
“ mel” 

^ I have no doubt,” replied Adol- 
phus gravely, “ but that you are ‘weU 
“ acquainted with all the ways- leading 
“ to a place which your imagination 
“ reprefents in such lively colours.” 

Otter made no reply to this remark 
but by an angry and spiteful grin. 

After proceeding for a considerable 
distance along the many turnings of 
this extended pasSage, they came to a 
place wiiere it expanded into ^a small 
octagon and was crossed by a similarly 
vaulted passage. 09,the ftur angles 
which separated the passages, - Aflol- 
o -S * • ^hus 
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phus read an insfcriptidrt on the wails 
in monkish Latin, which recommended 
■ confession to the tortured sufferer, 
and he shuddered at the reflections to 
which it gave rise. 

In the centre of this place a large 
jdouble trap-door Was concealed in the 
ground. Otter immediately applied his 
key to the lock, and thrusting tl>e iron 
hat into i large riiig which was faste*hed 
to "the top of ‘the door, he used it 
against* the ground as a lever, and 
raised the heavy trap-door with con- 
siderable 'diflBculty. “ Here,” cried 
Otter, throvring thfe bar on the remain- 
ing half ti the trap-door which re- 
mained, closed, *‘ here we must de- 
scendt” 

** An awful and Solemn sound, like 
the rolling of distant thunde:!;i rose 
^^om <he bottom •of the gnlph which 
'pawned before, them, and then died 
in gkiduaily decreasing echoes. 

‘ ' ‘ “ What 



OF ULRICA. 


* Sp5 

“ Wliat mean these awful sounds,” 
exclaimed Adolphus, while' he leaned 
over the chasm and held forth tlie 
torch; but he explored sit on every 
side with anxious eyes in vain, he could 
discov^ no bottom on wfiich the lad- 
der might be suppprted, and on every 
side of it rested thick and pitchy dark- 
ness. 

*Otter, instead of answ^ng him, 
gave him a 'Jock "of contemptuous 
scorn, then seizing his bar ^and -still 
grasping his torch beseem his tf^th, 
he descended on the ladder an^ mo- 
tioned Adolphus ^to foUoR^ him..>.'vlt 
was a mode of descent pez^dly hew 
to him, and he. placed, his feet with 
caution, as the least slip would be fa- 
tal, for there w«s notlung prevent 
bis, falling into the gulph below him. 
Jl'hc ladder was, formed of sevcs'al 
hoards nailed together, on which cross 
pieces of ,whOd were fastened to«receive 

o I • ’ • the 

• ■ 
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tlie foot. The wild amd grotesque 
/igure of Otter, who descended bolcUy, 
‘brandishing the iron bar in the air, 
gave a still more terrific aspect to this 
'subterraneous gulph. • His figure ac» 
corded in perfect character with "all 
the horror of tins scene, jpid he seem- 
ed to be an appropriate inhabitant of 
this gloomy world. The glare of the 
torch, which now and then threw but 
fitful fiashes of fight, magnified his 
dark out^^ine, and he resembled a de- 
scending spirit of the host of fallen , 
angels, who, crushed and briysed be. 
neath the armour * of the celestials, 
seeks to smooth his ruffled plumes be- 
neath the iron arch of Pandemonium. 

Adolphus could no;nr discern the 
rock on which the ladder rested. Ot- 
t4r leaped, fearlessly on it, but Adol- 
phi^ walked with caution. There was 
defenc<^ on the side where, the 
Aifrightfiijl abyss still deepeyed to a 

length 
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length which seemed infinite. A sound 
was heard gathering at’ the bottom of 
it, and it filled the ears of Adolphus 
like the rushing of a mighty tdnd. 
While Otter trimmed his torch, Adol- 
phus examined the place around him 
with greater accuracy. The path on 
which they stood was cut in the solid 
rock, which rose above his head in the 
form of an immense jarch seeking to 
cmbrach a 'similar one on the other 
sidci of tiie chasm. It was rent in ma- 
ny places by a number of deeply in- 
tlented ii'regular fissures, and bore in 
its recesses the maiks of many years 
labour in pursuit of that wealth which 
this plate Once contained. ' It the 
interior of a silve? mine ; it had been 
deserted knd let gtT tO ruin by the 
prietors mahy ages before, Whp ima,- 
giiied that they had fexhausted the rich 
veins of Silver ore, which at that time 
barely yielded what was sufficiehV'tb 
o 5 . • *pay 
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pay for the labour of the miners. In 
many places the exceeding lustre of 
‘ the strata might be discerned, and the 
richly variegated colours of the earth, 
'rile rock, and the ore, playing with 
changeable hues, like the varied bril* 
liancy of the diamond, when the glare 
of their pine-torches fell on them as 
they passed, formed a singularly beau- 
tifiil spectacle. 

The sensations of Adolphus, how- 
ever, at this moment were not such as 
would allow him to enjoy this singul^ 
scene. He now repented his having 
thrown himsetf oh the protection of 
the' villain who^accompanied him ; a 
wretohtWho, perhaps, led him thither 
in order to execute his sanguinary pur- 
^posife with the greater secreey, and 
with the intention concealmg his 
deed, *by committing his body to that 
t^llpulph w^e tlie .Beam of d^ could 
Jiever viiit it. He felt convinced of 

the 
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the trencher) pf Otter* and he revolved 
ill his own mind a terrible pyi|K>se, the 
dreadful effort of one who m^ea the 
last struggle for existence,, and 
vours to grasp at tliat shadow of hope 
which seems about to vanish £at ever 
from his view. Yet Adolphus was 
perfectly convinced that in the cave, 
or in the cavern, he was not adequate 
to*struggle with the strength oP Otter’s 
powerful arm. Although Otter was 
remarkably low in stature, yet bis 
,body was enormously large, and his 
arms massy and rugged with sinew and 
muscle ; like the knotted branch of a 
stunted oak, which is fibbed by the 
folds of lusty creepers. Hij weapons 
too gave him a decided superiority, 
'and Adolphus ^w that to stratagem 
alone he could be indebted far his 
safety. They had quitted the i»th, 
which had led them thro^^gh various 
arched pi^sagcs oT the mine to tmother 
o 0 ' \ staircase 
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staircase of similar construction to the 
first i the passage leading to this de- 
scent advanced from the side of the 
mine nearly towards the centre of its 
dark cliasm, to the half of whose depth, 
Adolphus now judged, from an exami- 
nation of the space above and below, 
they had arrived. The fragile and 
trembling bridge on which they 
stood, seemed to *hang in air, and 
its rotten timbers "shook beneath their 
tread. , • 

“ Whither do you lead me ?” cried 
Adolphus. • Otter turned round with 
a significant look; but answeied not. 
“ I will advance no further,” ex- 
claimed Adolphus^ anxiously looking 
round to see if the place would answer 
his purpose. * 

“ Thunder and lightning !” vocife- 
rated Otter in a voioe which shook the 
vaulted mioe to its centre, “ follow 
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** me, and bewafe how yoii look be- 
“ hind you.” 

“ Bewarel” repeated a voic'ei Adol- 
plnis turned and looked b^^in'd him. 
He beheld to his utter dismay, a figure 
muffled' in a dark robe, who‘*fifeld to- 
wards him the point of a drawn sword. 

“ Treachery !” exclaimed Adol- 
phus, rushing with all his might 
against Otter, in hopes to hurl hiin 
down the chasm. Otter was not pre- 
pared for tliis* attack,' he staggered, he 
reeled On the verge of the precipice. 
On tli.e instant jj^at Adolphus held 
him to the edge which overhung the 
gulph, and was about to precipitate 
him in so rapid a manner, that . the 
figure whom he had left at some dis- 
tance behind cdidd not interfere with 
his assistance, a power unknown res- 
cued him from this imminent danger. 
Otter rose instantly^ from t.te grasp of 
Adolphus, and was lifted on a'^Srt of 

* ‘ ^ the 
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the bridge which bore him rapidly 
through the dark air to the roof of 
tlie mine. “ Down witih him, let him 
“ sink fbr ever,” cxiod Otter, in a 
voice of tluindcr 'vddle he was as< 
cendin^ 

Adolphus felt Ibc part on which he 
stood suddenly giving way, the stranger 
. with the drawn sword leapt towards 
him, he sunk to the bottom of the 
mine with the velocity of lightning ; 
and ‘ the* only sounds he beard wefe 
the guilty curses of the demon Otter 
in his ascent, who spemed'to float on 
the darkness with a wing of triumpli ; 
like 'Satan when he receives the victim 
of his- insidiims wiles with shouts and 
blasts, which make hell ring i^ain. 

When' Adolphus wa% recofvered'ftom 
the concussion, which was occasioned 
by, the rapidity of bis descent, he felt 
Ms arm gfiisptd by'apowerftd hand; 
i^e whf* kd by tus conductor towards 
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fin arched passage, whi(^ opened hori- 
zontally from the 'bottom of the mine. 
The glimmering of a distant light 
guided their steps, it burned before a 
door, whose IHnges were rivetted into 
the solid rock. ' * 

Here his conductor stopped’ and 
said, “ No stranger has ever witnessed 
“ the interior of tlie apartment we^ 
are about to enter. You must suf- 
for me to dx this bandage across 
‘‘ your eyes,” On seeing Adolphus 
start back in an attitude of resistance; 

feaj* not,” continued he, “ no harm 
“ will betide.” 

The tone of this man’s voice was 
softened into something Ijke the ex- 
pression of compas^on, and Adolphus 
who felt hirasdif utterly abandoned by 
‘ any hope of resisting him* successfully, . 
now yielded to* his demand. While 
he was tying oti^ the bandfige, the 

strai^et gave Adolphus many chaiges 

• • 
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to answer with truth to all' such ques- 
tions, as he might be asked. The door 
was instantly opened on the prisoner 
being announced. Adolphus felt him- 
self chilled on entering,' and from the 
freshness of the air and the murmur 
of many voices conversing in low 
tones, he imagined he was in a spa- 
^cious apartment, and stood before the 
ai biters of his fate*. A voice now 
commanded him to answer the truth, 
oil pain of death, to all sflch question, s 
as might be demanded. 

“ What is my ciirac, and who are 
“ my accusers^” demanded Adolphus 
haughtily. 

“ You stand not here' to question 
“ us,” replied the same voice 5 “ an- 
“ swer, what is your dame and coun- 
. “ try?” ^ t 

To this question Adolphus replied 
i||^some h^itatio}\( ** Adolphus, the 
1*on t)f‘the Count Magnus Morner.” 

A buzz 
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A buzz ol disapprobation now filled 
the assembly. There was a pausc^ 
during which the members seemed to 
confer together. 

The same \^oice now demanded, 
“ Is not the Count MOrner a mcm- 
“ ber of the church of Rome?" 

Adolphus replied in the affirmative. 

“ Have you at any former time vi- 
<< Vied the vaults of tire castle of Rid* 
“ darholinen ?** 

** I have,” replied Adolphus. 

Declare what you then and there 
“ behclii.” 

** Beheld!” repeated Adolphus in 
confusion. 

" Declare,”' cried the same voice. 

A robber,” replied Adolphus, 
“ who roused hft band and pursued 
“ me.” * 

“ Did you see nothing else ?” de- 
manded the examinejt. ^ 

Adoljihiis was silent, and ^■>^Uen 

* , ’* fliged 
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urged to an answer by 'his enquirer, 
lie replied that he had not. 

He was now questioned as to his 
mode of escape, but lie replied that it 
was chance conducted him through 
passages, which he should not be able 
to find again. 

A voice, which he knew to be Wilde- 


brattd’s, now demanded what had be- 
come of the female, who assisted him 
in his escape ? diis question Adol- 
phus replied iidt. « 

The same question was repeated. 

I know you,” replied Adolphus 
calmly. ^ 

. “ And I,” exclaimed Wildebrand, 

** know .you, ami ani.^quainied witli 

« your dark mimes.” 

** Villain!” exclaihied Adolphus. 

“ Resect for our brother," ex- 

several voices at the same 

time. ^ . > . 

« • 

As^soou as the confbsion.which now 

' - ' ^ raged 
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raged in the assembly was quelled, an 
order was issued , that, should 

be reniflnddd; to , hiS', He was 

led from the va^lflted ehiwnber, and. on 
his bandage being, removed, he foi^nd 
liimself in the. !cau6tody of a . new guard. 
He instantly recollected 
face he was one of the ru^uis with 
whom Im had fought in the cemetetj^ 
b&t be ^as the ihost bumi^ne of. t^ 
two ; joid ohSfacter. a^ded ^ 
strange instance of the pmersum of 
good principles by religious fana^sm. 
Hofflei^ led tlie way, dhd ordered 
Adolphus to take u^the pine torch 
which 1^ burning on the: floors ^ 

Adolphus, !(fhose fee^ii^s now mount- 
ed to. the extreme of agony, ’ requested 
Hoffler in urgeflt terms, to- disclose to 
him whither they werenow about to pro- 
ceed, and what was likely tp belthe result 
of the decision of 1^^ unkn<#Wn judges ? 

“ Yott,are .remaiuJed to your pri- 
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son,” replied Hoffler, ** of the rest 
I 'am ignorant.” He said this in a 
gryff and sudy tone of voice, and they 
pursued their Hoffler preserving 
a mysterious and gloomy silence. 

Adolphus followed him without any 
attempt ^ further qyestion. , On 
reaching the bottom of the , mine, 
||Hoffler ordered him to step on a small 
l^woOden fraftie which lay on the ground, 
Adolphuis placed" himself on it, and 
Hc^ef) who stood by hia side, took qut 
of his belt a pistol and instantly hred 
it through the dark cavity of tlje mine, 
■which rose ab^ve them. Echoes of 
pealing thunder followed its report ; 
and when the lessening sounds follow- 
ed each otlier more faintly, Adolphus, 
whose attention bad *been roused by 
the sublirne effect of 'those sounds 
:jl^Sich sfcemed to shake the bowels of 
.^iDie earth, ^fclt hiyiself gently raised 
along with Hoffler on the . platform. 

He 
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He now perceived tlieropes which were 
attached to the machine, which quick-* 
ly explained to Jiim tliat this was a 
common mode or conveyance for both 
the miners and the ore. 

T)ie machine now ascending more 
rapidly, tlieir torches threw^S gleam of 
fire on tlie sparry incrus^tipns and genir 
likq brilliancy of the varioi^ coloyred 
veinsof ore, which shot rapidly by theipr 
meandering in many forms, through 
their dark and rocky bed ; Uke the 
forked lightening playing on the sur- 
face of a black and, sullen cloud. 
In the middle of theif ascent, Adoh 
phus perceived an approaching light, 
and when it broke through tlie blue 
fog which hung ojer the concave of 
the mine, he discerned a machine de- 
scending, similar to that. in \ylaich dc 
was borne. On its nearer appfoach, he 
discerned it was filfed with aymcd 
men : the glare and smoke* of ^leir 

• torches 
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torches threw a pale and sickly hue 
over their stern and cadaverous fea- 
tures, as they passed him. Like guilty 
shadows they flitted along ; ho sound 
proclaimed themexlstence : they spoke 
not, nor did they greet Hoffler as they 
passed : i#*deep silence they descend- 
ed, and in a few minutes vanished en- 
tirely in the gloom which was' bejow 
them* « 

Th^ were now arrived at the cen- 
tral part of ■ the mine ; here they 
quitted their serial conveyance, and 
Adolphus passively followed Hofller 
through nearly the same passages as 
Otter had condtJfeted him in his des- 
cent. On arriving at the trap-doors 
which ccmitealed ahiij guarded this en- 
trance of the mine, sJEioffler at last 

fv ^ , 

broke edehce, by exclaiming against 
^the cardi^ssness of his companions, the 
sanaci^whom they' had parsed in their 
desc;ent, who left the doord c^en. 

' • • « By 
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" By St. Eiic,” cried Hoffler, “they 
“ have no regard for the bones and 
“ necks of their fellows ; — tliere would* 
“ be a pretty jump to eternity — a 
“ poor devii wrdud’n^have time to 
“ ffepeut a prayer l^efore he soused to 
“ the bottom.” Hoffler nfw mutter- 
ed an inward prayer, to him^lf while 
tiiey proceeded along a vaulted pas- 
sage. 

On entering his hated dungeon 
agjin, Adolph as endeavoured to excite 
the conjpassion of Hoffler in his fa- 
vour ; and wit|i all the eloquence of 
which he was master, he represented 
to him his innocejice of any crime 
towards his employers, and sought to 
win him to his purpose : but it was in 
vain that he built this baseless fabric 
of hope on the religious feelings which 
seemed to animate fhe breast m Hoffler. 
He fastened tlm heavy cbJons to the 
wrist c£ Adolphus with the ^Ifac- 
. * • • tion 
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tion of one who feels that lie has ful- 
filled his duty. “ No,” exclaimed he, 
no one can lay at my door the sin 
“ of treason or treachery towards my 
“ chiefs.” '' 

Adolphus ehdefvoured to reason 
with this extraorchnary casuist ; he re- 
presented. to him file injustice, of 
which his employers w«re guilty, and 
he endeavoured to convince Hoffler, 
that in case they should put him to 
death, that he would bfe guilty of p/jir- 
ticipating in the sin of murder. He 
touched then slightly on the' reward 
which would be the consequence of 
his liberation ; but Hoffler interrupted 
liim with the anger of one who re- 
proaches his tempter. — “ Not for 
“ worlds!” exclaimed he ; he then ad- 
ded, solemnly, “ I have taken an oath ! 
“Jtis registered in' heaven! the very 
^T^rms of whichavould make thy hair 
“ bolt** upright, and call down the 

“ viewless 
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“ viewless spirits of air who witnessed 
“ it !>i-the wealth of worlds would not 
“ purchase the penalty of this oath— 
no not the riches of all that lies in 
“ the power of our mighty chief!. . . . 

“ I have said too much ; this cornea 
“ of talking. Now, in the name of 
“ God !” cried HofBer, whdie he turn- 
ed the key which closed t^ie lock of 
his chains, in the name of God! 
“ be patient, be patient,” Hcffler ga- 
thered in his arms a wisp of damp md 
musty straw which lay in a comer of 
the dungeon, and he strewed'it where 
Adolphus stood, over the pavement. 

'* It seems theh this dungeoh had 
** an inhabitant lately,” said Adol- 
phus, looking at the straw ; “ may I 
“ ask,” continued*he, ** what became 
of him ?” , 

“ God rest his ‘SOul !” muttered 
Hoffler. 

“ He is |hen dead,” sighed AddT- 
voL. ii. p • phus, 
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phus. Hoffler made no reply but 
shook his head. 

A pitcher of water, a horn to drink 
out of, and some cakes of hard barley 
bread, lay in a little, recess in the wall. 
Hoffler pointed them out to Adol- 
phus, who said— I feel very very faint 
“ -—I could wish, but yet 1 fear to 
. ** make this request.” 

Name it,” said Hoffler kindly. 

. ** A little wine,” said Adolphus, 
may recruit my strength, and pre- 
Vent the unwholesome damps of 
“ this dungeon from destroying ray 
*♦ health.” 

- “ Wine I have -none,” replied Hof- 

fler,' and at this time of night I can- 
not procure ft, — but my duty does 
“ not forbid me t® do this for youj” 
he continued in a good-natured tone 
of voiee ; “ this flask of brandy,” tak- 
ing it fv’om his belt, was Hoffler's 
*** sttjre to keep"' the frost from pluck- 

“ ing 
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“ ing oft a ncae or an ear this night 
— take it, i^ is yours — ^no thanks,” 
said he, stopping the effusions of gra» 
titade which Adolphus was about to 
utter. , 

'“•You have saved my life ! ” replied 
Adolphus with a faint smile. 

No, not yet!” muttered Hoffler 
to himself. The tone in which he 
said this was so expressive of kind- 
ness, that Adolphus felt his hopes 
once more rising. 

A horn now sounded at h distance 
and three shrill and lengthened blasts, 
filled the roof with lengthened echoes. 
Clouds again gathered on Hoffler’» 
gloomy brow. “ He is arrived then,” 
said he, “ I can stand*^ no longer chat- 
“ tering here— farewell 5 and remem- 
“ ber, be-patient — in God’s name, be 
“ patient ! ” , 

Adolphus now asked wh9 was ar- 
rived, and whether Tiis fate wo^d'be 
p ^ • influenced 
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influend by this arriv^lt with sundry 
other questions. Hoffler turned towards 
. him a look repressive of^his curiosity ; 
he answered not, but instantly quitted 
the dungeon, and drey^ outside the mas- 
sive bars which secured the iron door. 

Adolphus was now abandoned to 
the torture of his own reflections ; he 
reviewed successively the alarming 
events of the night, and he now re- 
proached hims^ for venturing into 
the unhallow^ domains of his fore- 
fathers^ E^ry event which had 'oc- 
curred tOc mm at Riddarholmcn had 
been either actually pregnant with 
ganger, or had forboded to him the 
prospect of interminable misfortune; 
every stbp he had taken had involved 
him in some greater danger or deeper 
mystery. The scenes he had wit- 
nessed „in the chambers of the castle 
had almo^ ^aken those solid princi- 
ple^ which thcT 'study of scholastic 

'philosophy 
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philosophy had early imprinted on his 
mind. The powers of reason become 
a vain boast when opposed by the* 
evidence of the senses, and the most 
:>olid foundation* of syllogistic argu- 
ment must have been overthrown by 
these supernatural appearances, which 
he had so lately witnessed. His £dda 
to^, his £dda in Riddarholmen, and 
perhaps fallen like^ himself into the 
|>ower of Wildebrand. These were 
agonizing reflfections ; and yet he felt 
it impossible to repel the tide of evils 
which ueemed about to overwhelm his 
mind. In the first stnrggle with mis- 
fortune, the mind possesses an elas- 
ticity, which enables it tq contend 
with the enemies who wonld disturb 
its repose ; but ‘from the repeated ac- 
cumulation of evil, the pressure be- 
comes too great fiJr the spring to bear, 
and a passive existgjnce, a 5'ielding up 
of all energy, a devotednesai* to the 
p * *. wildest 
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wildest chimeras and darkest visions 
of fancy’s brood, are generally the 
charactoristics of that heart which 
yields itself a victim of despair. Such 
was nearly the outli'ne of Adolphus’s 
feelings at this period. At times ^aint 
hopes would arise of his deliverance, 
but immured in his gloomy prison and 
cut from all communication with the 
upper world, the cold calculation of 
his despair soon extinguished them, 
and h^ yielded to that dark destipy, 
which had so fatally clouded the 
morning of his existence. 

Several days werfe passed in the most 
wretched manner by Adolphus : the ra- 
pidity with which his thoughts at first 
circulated gave way to the apathy of 
a mind that is resigfied its fate. Ot- 
ter and Ho^er brought him his solitary 
meal by< turns every evening at night- 
fall. Addlphus staled himself against 
th?" hardened brutality of the former, 
c , ‘ and 
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and at times felt cheered by the com- 
passionate looks of the latter j but 
Hoffler avoided to give Adolphus any . 
encouragement in those conversations 
which he seemed so anxious to engage 
him in, as he feared, to use his own 
expression, “ that the devil might owe 
** him a spite, and that God might 
“ leave him without his protection, 

“ *in the moment that would tempt him 
« to betray his masOers.” 

^Adolphus had spent six days in this 
miserable, state, when on the evening 
of the sixth day, while tossing on his 
bed of straw, he felt a hard subst^ce 
in the straw beneath him. On seeking 
to disengage his wretched bed from 
what rendered it still more intolerable, 
he found it wae owing to a pocket 
book, which had fallen, perhaps, from 
the prisoner of .whom Hoffler had 
spoken, and which had l#iin in the 
heap unnoticed lihtil this moment. 

p 4 , . A&olphus 
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Adolplms eagerly snatched it up and 
held it to tho light of the lamp ; it 
contained several papers and memo- 
ian(lums, hut the damp had rendered 
the writing nearly illegible ; there was 
npw no titpe for further in^pectioii, for 
he heard the foot-falls of tire relief and 
the challenge of the sentinels about to 
bp r^b^ved. The bars of Iris dungeon 
were withdrawn, and he had just oon* 
c£|aled ,the pocket-book in his bosom» 
whei^ Otter, stood before him. He 
thrpw 4own his piiseraUe pittance \(^Ith 
Ids , usual brutality, and carefully ex- 
amined every par^ of the dungeon. 
Tltis was so unusual a measure, that 

Adolphus trpinblo4» Otter might 

erttend his search to him ; but after a 
d^iay of aopie ipiput^, which seemed 
h^wp to Adolphus Otter withdrew in 
gloomy dis^^pointnmat, and Adolphus 
anxiously ^Jfeqok out the pocket-book 
and[ Unee more commenced its exa- 

'niination. 
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mination. Ir the first page of the 
tablets the name of the owner had evi> 
dently been written. He made out with . 
some difficulty the word Ckistqf; the 
next word was de^ but of the surname 
the 'Only letters he could distinguisli 
were the two first, Za, the remaining 
part of the name was totally obliter- 
ated. Several private memorandums 
weile written in different leaves, which 
were rendered almtist illegible by 
damp, and the few words which Adol- 
phus cOidd dec 3 ^her were of an unin- 
teresting nature. A fragment oC a 
letter was in one of the pockets ; the 
substance of the paper had been de- 
stroyed where it bad been prened by 
the hand in folding ; however," in ^ite 
o( the chasms, Adolphus read it as 
follows : — “ Eleonora, it was impos- 
siHe— 1 was res^ained by the pre- 
“ sence of the King — ^the Count’s sus- 
T “ piciens 
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“ pidoHs now know wl»ere to fix ; when 
” he passed me in the antichamber 
“ he threw on me a terrible look. Let 
“ the lion roar, do I fear him ? — No, 
” Eleonora, I am ,no enthusiast ; I 
•* am a coM casuist— I have given up 
** the faith which was dear to me, 
“ only because it was the religion of 
niy Ancestors. I have weeded from 
“ my heart the errors of that faith ; 
“ I have becomfe a Lutheran from the 
“ very spirit of truth, from belief, 
“ from conviction. What you relate 
“ is astonishing ; but I have no faith 
“ in supernatural, appearances. The 
“ powers of nature are wonderful ! — 
“ ire behoM the effects, but the causes 
must always remain incomprehen- 
sible to Our weak and erring judg- 
« ments. In the powers of astrology 
** And , magic to portend and regulate 
** events I have no faith ; believe me, 

' * “ with 
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“ with regard, to these occurrences 
“ which you refer to such powers, 
“ I still remain ah unbeliefver— < 
“ and . , . . ” 

The remaining^ part of this manu- 
script was torn off, and Adolphus 
searched for it in vain. A small piece 
of paper, which was written on with 
a pencil, the marks of which appeared 
to he recent, attracted his attention. 
He read without difliculty the follow- 
ing fragments 

Few can avoid the potency of 
“ fate— yet all believe themgelves the 
“ exception. Itwas §o with me — bright 
“ rose the morning of my days, and 
“ blooming was my youth. I exulted 
“ in my strength, and said to myself 
“ with delight, tj^is will last for ever. 
“ My raiment was of the costliei^: 
“ kind, and the labour of nfan^ hinds 
ministered unto the luxu^jes of my 
p &- “tabX^ 



T9 E c U E b £ 


“ ) but who cai^ avoui the path 

of their destiny ? For, behold ! ex- 
perience dictates this sad truth : a 
** miserable, aged and shrivelled liand 
traces these chaiacters; and long 
M before they reach the eye of.light, 
** that band will have returned to its , 
'* native dust. My feeble body is 
bound to an iron staple, and the 
‘‘ weight o£ my chains drag it down 
“ to the earth.'-** the fire of disease 
“ courses through my veins, and the 
** pofnts of my bones start through 
the squalid rags which now cover 
me. Mercy ! Count Morfier ! Mer- 
“ cy ! Mercy 1”. ..... 

Boll on, roU> on, ye inglorious 
« ycwl convey me more rapidly to 
“ the tomb ! Her^ wai* I immured 
“ in the prime ot' my youth — the 
f* sun rises, the sun sets, but round 
** me 'h^ neFec pours ^ fteod o£ 
glory. For sixteen years my 
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“ eyes havg never beheld him — these 
hands during that time have never 
“ felt the warm pressure of a frieqd. 
“ I have heard no sound of greeting 
“ save the hoarse voice of my keeper, 
who demands at every visit— Am I 
“ still alive ? Hasten to me thou last 
“ refuge of tlie afflicted— oh ! death ! 
“ thou only cau'sfc end my suffering. 
•“ For me the dark tide of eternity 
“ possesses no tewors — I stand a soli- 
tary bein^ on its strand, and invoke 
•“ thy coming. How few among those 
“ who, are called the h^ppy of this 
“ woVld feel a^ I do— must we then 
“ become wretched before we can 

iAink Justly ?** 

“ I committed one rash act — eter- 
“ nal and ^ powerful God ! was 
“ it for this Jthou abandonest me ? 
** Is it poiHliki that foir one youth.^ 
« 'fill error' }udge# by thy all- 
** seeing eve andscondemned forever ? 

‘ “ Can 
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“ Can this fault be wipfd away by 
“ no expiation ? They talk to me of 
**. eternal pains and purgatory; have 
“ I then had no sufferings? This' 
“ world to me was a hell and a pur- 
“ gatory. Eternal God ! pity me, and 
" put an end to my torture. Hark 1 
“ I hear sounds ; it is the noise of re- 
“ veliy and merriment. Barbarians! 

they Imght and I. ” ‘ 

“ Eleonora, I repent me of my in- 
“ credulity -but that napie, what re- 
“ collections it excites. Sixteen years 
“ ago how beautiful ! Art thou then 
“ dead ? Are those eyes, in which gc- 
“ nius, wit and beauty sparkled, are 
“ they closed for ever ? Yes, 1 must 
“ believe X for it was thy spirit that 
appeared to me, and promised to ter- 
" minate my sufferings. Yes, I believe 
HOW in the 'awful mipistration of spi- 
♦♦ rits. It is there again, lovely as in my 

** dream. 
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“ dream. , What an extraordinary 
dream!— the means of terminating 
my sufferings within my reach. It 
■“ cannot be— sixteen reckoning from 
“ the bottom .and sixteen across— it 
“ is right, it is right ! oh ! eternal Pro- 
“ vidence !” 

Here the manuscript abruptly ter- 
minated. Among the other papers 
Adolphus could find no clue to un- 
ravel the fate of the miserable writer 
of these fragments. He felt his atten- 
*tion intensely excited by the perusal of 
thesc^elancholy memosials ; and he 
felt no doubt in Jiis own mind but that 
the sufferings which this unfortunate 
prisoner had endured in Ibat very 
dungeon had preyed upon *his senses, 
and that perhaps he had destroyed 
himself in a fit of insanity. He read 
over the fragrajants agam and again ;• 
and at times he imagwed that the 
latter part of tlTem, and the cenclud- 
* ** ing 
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ing sentence in particular, might have 
alluded to sonie mode of escape. He 
examined the back vail of his dungeon, 
and he found the stones of which it 
was composed were alji of equal size, 
and lay in exceeding straight lines. 
The construction of this wall was quite 
different from the ruinous appearance 
of the rest. But after the minutest 
investigation he was obliged to confer 
to himself that thei^ existed no means 
of escape ,in that direction, although 
in one particular part of it his hopes 
had been greatly excited by fr»ding it 
return a hollow sound when he struck 
it with part of his chains. He there- 
fore reluctantly yielded to his first con- 
clusion, and deprecated for himself the 
&.te of the unfortunate raptive. 

Some nights aAer this occurrence, 
‘his attention was draw^i by a rustling 
noise which can along the bottom part 
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of the iron ioor of his prison. He 
expected every moment to see some 
of the noxious animals which abounded* 
in his prison start forth ; but to his 
infinite surprise, after his attention had 
been thus excited, a small slip of paper 
was thrust in under the door. Fortu- 
nately the length of his chain allowed 
him full liberty to reach it. On open- 
ing the paper he read these words : 
“ Take courage j— ^iiy deliverer is at 
“ hand ; —keep this intelligence a se- 
“*cret from thy keepers, and destroy 
“ this^jjjper when you read it.—” 
There was no name attached to this 
singular communication. Tlie hand 
writing was lyiknown to Adolphus, 
and he mused for some time, forming 
vague conjectui^s with respect to the 
writer. The only being in his present 
abode to whom he could attribute Ihe 
slightest inclination to saA' him, was 
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Hoffler ; but it was exte’emely impro- 
bable that he should adopt that mode 
‘ of communication when he had an op- 
portunity of conversing with him every 
second evening. Adolphus passed the 
time in great anxiety until Hoffler 
made his appearance, as it was his turn 
to bring him provisions. At the usual 
hour of midnight he entered the dun- 
geon. Adolphus had never beheld him 
so dejected : he laid down the pro- 
visions without saying, a word, and 
placed a flask of wine beside them. 
Adolphus ‘offered him mat'^’; > hearty 
thanks for his kindness. 

1 deserve ngne,” exclaimed Hof- 
fler, in a gloomy voice., 

“ Nay, but mp||Qiod friend,” said 
Adolphus, “ for* ti®i*motive which in- 
“ fluenced you ia' this act of kindness, 
“ *I mu^t thaitk you.” 

“ PrepSre your mind for sometliing 

“ decisive,” 
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“ decisive,” feid Hoffler, “ the crisis 
“ of your fate is at hand.” 

“ I know it,” replied Adolphus,* 
joyfully, who now imagined that he 
recognized the writer of the mysteri- 
ous billet. 

You know it then,” replied HofF- 
ler, turning towards him as he was 
quitting the dungeon ; “ have you no 
“ sins to answer for ? why do you not 
“ pray?” said he bitterly, “ is this 
the way yon are prepared for death ? 
“^Death !” repeated Adolphus; but 
Hofflei,''wa3 gone, and with him all 
hope of explanation and succour. 

The hopes and fears in the bosom 
of Adolphus HOW contended with one 
another ; he found it impossible to re- 
press the latter, bnd could not entirely 
rest on the former. , While he stood 
in extreme agitation, pondering on ‘the 
darkness of his destiny, an^^ther billet 

•• was 
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was thrown on the flobr of his dun- 
geon, after a similar signal as that 
wliich accompanied the former. He 
took it up with renewed hopes, and 
read as follows : “ To-morrow night, 
“ the hour after midnight, expect to 
“ see me.” 

Adolphus gazed on the lines with 
rapture. “ I shall then once more,” 
said he, joyfully, “ taste the sweets of 
“ liberty! and these monsters will 
“ be dipppointed of their prey.” 

The .BiWMIling hours of the night 
passe'df fi^vily away. In arh^tous and 
breathless expectation Adolphus count- 
ed the lingering minutes of the follow- 
ing day. Absorbed in reflection, be 
paced the dungeon, as far as the length 
of his <|)ain would alJow ; and during 
that '^'ary interval the hard stones of 
hi's ecll did not once pillow his head. 
He dranl^the wine which the good- 
nature 
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nature of Hoffler had supplied him 
with, and he found his spirits cheered, 
and his courage mounted and gave, 
him that firmness which the approach* 
ingc ris s of his fate demanded. He 
heard the relief which proclaimed the 
tenth hour of that eventful night. As 
the time was now approaching, he 
concealed the manuscript of the un- 
foi^unate prisoner in the lining of his 
cloak, to prevent his»sacred sorrow be- 
coming tlie gaze of the vulgar eye. 
Hr had scarcely accomplished its con- 
ceah%n^’ere he heai'd the voice of 
many fdfet on the outside of his dun- 
geon, and the sound which the rusty 
bolts of his door made in shooting 
back. 

“ Courage !” ^aid Adolpus to him- 
self^ “ it is my deliverer !” 

The words were scarcely spoken, 
’ere Otter entered followed Jjy several 
guards. Their fad^ were dishgpred 

" by 
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by scars, and their dark and busliy 
beards considerably heightened the 
savage effect of tlieir countenances, 
which were umbered by the glare of 
the pine torches which they carried. 
Otter advanced triumphantly towards 
Adolphus, and whispered in his ear a 
word, at which he turned pale, and 
shuddered ! He was then freed from 
his chains, and placed between two 
guards. They marched him from 
his dungeon down the vaulted pas- 
sage ; 'at the extremity of which' a 
narrow flagged passage led ,{^o a'kind 
of guard rbom. Thither they ’orought 
their prisoner. Otter now left him 
with the guards ; giving them a strict 
injunction to watch their prisoner 
closely ; while he aUended on their 
chief for flnal orders : adding, that 
their live^ should answer for the es- 
cape of A(jolphus. 

The door of fee guard-room was 

barred 
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was barred on J.he departure of Otter, 
and the wretched Adolphus sat down 
in a c^'iier of the apartment. Of the , 
guards, some stretched themselves at 
full length along^ the oaken benches ; 
some applied themselves to their flasks 
of strong Swedish brandy ; while others 
raised the slumbering embers of the 
hearth, and added fresh logs of pine, 
in t)rder to beguile time, and cheat of 
its horrors the sad and dreary hour of 
so memorable p night. 
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